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THURSDAY, MAY 13, 1954 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Supcom MITTEE ON THE ( ‘OM MITTEE 
on Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
Flint, Mich. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to recess, at 9:32 a. m., in the supervisors room, courthouse, 
Hon. Kit Clardy (acting chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman of the full committee), Kit Clardy (acting chairman), and 
Clyde Doyle. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald T. 
Appell and W. Jackson Jones, investigators; and Mrs. Juliette P. 
Joray, acting clerk. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. 

Now, this morning the subcommittee is once more at full strength. 
I want to welcome my colleague from California, the Honorable Clyde 
Doyle, who, at some considerable sacrifice to himself, because of the 
work that he has piled up—he has been on west coast hearings for the 
committee and gets back in Washington just about in time to bounce 
back here for today, so we welcome you to Michigan, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. I am glad to be here. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, something has come to the attention of the sub- 
committee during the night, something that we rather strongly 
suspected before the afternoon was over yesterday, and that is, that 
apparently there are some people who are deluding themselves into 
believing that through a filibuster technique they can avoid appearing 
on the stand. 

I think you might just as well know at the outset that, (1) we don’t 
tolerate filibustering today, and (2) whether we finish w ‘th all of the 
witnesses under subpena today and tomorrow or not, the witnesses 
under subpena will eventually be heard, no matter how many times 
we have to come back to Michigan, or if we have to take them to some 
other place, so I trust that the witnesses who may have had instruc- 
tions from the Communist Party headquarters to filibuster against the 
committee will have that in mind when they take the stand. 

Now Mr. Tavenner, are you ready to call your first witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes,sir. Mr. Marvin Engel, please. 
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Mr. ( I py. Hold up Vv r it hand. You do solemnly swear the 
{ ire abo to § e will be the truth, the whole truth, 
¢ but the truth, so help you God ? 


Mr. Eneer. I do. 
Mr. Citarpy. You may be seated. Counsel, will you please iden- 


tify yo irself for the record ¢ 


Nr. Wesron. Aaron Weston. 


TESTIMONY OF MARVIN M. ENGEL, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, AARON WESTON 


Mr. Encen. Mr. Chairman, I would like to request that no photo- 
iphs be taken of me during my testimony. 
Mr. Crarpy. We have a rule that up until the time you are sworn 


‘ e ‘WS photographel in Opportunity to take pictures, 
Mr. Encen. I understand. 
Mir. CLARDY LI vo equest from there on out, unle ome Ine} 
; ( ©) I \\ be 
\1 iLNGEI | uid als it 1 : m Ke to presel a motion to 
‘ ttee for the quas! ne of my subpena. I would like to 


Mr. C1 \RDY. Pardo1 me. H iS it been reduced to writing ? 


Mr. Encex. I only have notes, sir, and I also have it in my mind 
[ would add. I would like to present my legal 
\ [th ©my subpena should be quashed. 
Mr. C1 py. May I suggest, r, that under the rules of the com- 
ee eq “«t 0 riting and pre 
bit j ( no so that it might e 
i | ont belie il ! time atement will be 
l Ly, al l LO [ ly vil is othe \\ nesses have, 
l proper as the ju stions are submitted, 


tements you ive will not take more than about a min- 


crounds 


EnceL. Well, now, sir, I don’t want to have my legal 


Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. We will proceed with the questioning. 
( Mr. Tavs ! 
i I N \\ | ( oul me pl e, sir? 


Mr. E> . My name is Marvin M. Engel. 
fr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Engel? 

Mi IGEL. ] is bor the Bronx, N. Y., July 4, 1927. 

NER. Where do you now reside ? 

reside in the city of Flint, Mich. 

NNI low lons ive you lived in the city of. Flint? 

Mr. ENGEL. | have lives n I] nt apy] roximately o years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 


Mr. Encen. Yes, sir, I would be glad to. First, however I would 
k a questior If I state my educational training. does this 

iv Waive mv legal rights concerning any activities that I 

ited in, any beliefs that I held during the time that I was 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, you have sitting immediately at your right 
an attorney which the committee permits you to have when you are 
testifying. You may consult with him as to your legal rights. 

Mr. Eneexr. Yes, but it is my feeling that this committee is at 
variance with the law on many legal rights. However, I will con 
sult him. 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston. ) 

Mr. ENGEL. My attorney informs me that I do not waive those 
rights; therefore, I will tell you my educational background. 

All of my formal education has been in the free public schools of 
this country which were won as free public schools by the action and 
the demands of the labor movement Pong all the Way back in Ameri- 
Can history. q he labor movement plone red In WINNING? free educa- 
tion ; ; 

Mr. Dorie. Just a minute, Mr. Chairman. Justa minute,sir. You 
were asked a question, and you are dl oressil Oo from answering it, 
and I move, Mr. Chairman, that this witness be instructed to confine 
his answers to the questi n he was asked. 

Mr. Crarpy. Your point is well taken, Mr. Doyle. ‘This is very 
obviously, Mr. Witness, the beginning of an attempt to filibuster about 
whi h I Wall ed Vou. 

Mr. Enceu. Filibuster is a congressional tactic. 

Mr. ¢ 


LARDY, Remain s lent. sir. While the Chair or anv member 1s 
addressing you. We will not permit the kind of impertinence that 


as exhibited toward the committee and the Congress yesterday. I 
want to make that very strong. Now remain silent while we are telling 
Vou. We \\ I] not perniit ra | \ ] ore ( om WLIst tirades ot il \ nd 
today. We have a tremendous number of witnesses. As I said, they 
are all FoiIng to be heard f we have to come bac k a dozen times, but 
today we shall demand short, concise, direct answers, no digressions 


in the form of Communist harangues. 

Now answer the question. You are so directed. 

Mr. FNGeEI I attended 4 \ f free high se 
New York. I then 

Mr. Crarpy. What date was that. 

Mr. IONGI L. I am Sorry. | oraduated fr m high school in January 
of 1945. At that time I entered the free college, City College of New 


ms 


York. I attended the City College of New York from January 1945 
until June 1945, at which time I took a leave of absence to enlist in the 
United States Navy—Nav i RK serve, pardon me. I served the 
United States Naval Reserve on active duty from June 29, 1945, to 
October 5, 1946, at which time I was given an honorable, or in com- 
mon language, a battleship discharge. I then returned to school—I 
should say that I was on terminal leave for several weeks prior to 
the date of my discharge so that I was able to start back in school prior 
to that date. In other words, I started, I believe, about the first of 
October, which is few days before the date of my discharge. I went 
back to school in the fall of 1946 and was in attendance at school 
continuously through all three sessions, summer, winter, and spring, 
until June of 1949, at which time I received my bachelor’s degree in 
social science. 

Mr. TAveNNER. At what school was that? 

Mr. Enoen. That was CCNY, City College of New York, or the 
College of the ¢ ‘ity of New York. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee please, what your em- 
ployment record has been since you returned from the Armed Forces 
of the United States ? 

Mr. Encen. I do not nonoiaect 4 ny employment, either part time or 


full time during any of the time that I was attending school. 
Mr. Tavenner. That wo » from January 1945 until June 1949, 
excluding the period you were in hsaentient 


Mr. Encex. Yes, 1 believe so. I am not sure, but I believe that is 
correct. 

Mr. T'AVENNER. What became your employment upon the comple 
tion of your course at City College ¢ 

Mr. Enceit. My—lI have only had one job, and that is the job that 
I prese! tly hold. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what is that, please ¢ 

Mr. Encore. That is with the Chevrolet manufacturing unit, Flint, 
Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you begin your employment with the 
Chevrolet | lant 7 

Mr. Encex. I began my employment some time in July of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a degree from City College? 

Mr. Encew. I have already stated I did. 

Mr. TAVENNER. WI iat was it? 

Mr. Encex. It wasa degree in social science, bachelor’s. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you make your application for a position 
with Chevrolet Motor Co. ? 

Mr. Encen. I am afraid that I can’t recall the exact date. It was 
somet 1a nJulv of 19 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make that application from New York? 

Mr. Encex. No, sir. I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you come from New York to Flint before as 

unine whether or not you wt uld receive the iob at Chevrolet ? 
Mi EN EL. | rot no promise of employment at Chevrolet. if that 


sthe quest on you are asking. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you advise the management of Chevrolet that 
\ i ha | had 4 ars of scholastic work at C Ity ( ‘ollege and had re- 


ceived hindauet bac he lo rT of arts in soe ial science ¢ 

Mr. Encore. Let me correct you. That was not a bachelor of arts 
degree. That was a bachelor—I believe it was called a bachelor of 
S¢ ence in social science. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, that is correct,a B.S. degree? 

Mr. Encexv. Iam not certain, but I don’t believe I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, in order to refresh your recollection, ] hand 
you a photostatic copy of an application for employment at Chevrolet 
bearing date of . July 12. 1949. 

Mr. Encen. Well, now, apparently you 7 ave much closer access to 
General Motors’ files than I do, and I have been working for them for 
5 years 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, no question was pending. Now, any more 
of that sort of interjection of obviously inflammatory language de- 
signed for a purpose of your own, any more of that, and we will be 
compelled to do somethi1 g about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ap pell, will » you point out on the form that 
] art W hic h relates to acaden 1 tra ing? Does th: at refresh your 


1] ? 


rect ecTlol 
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(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 

Mr. Encex. I have no way of knowing whether what you have set 
before me and tell me is a copy of my application is actually a true 
copy of my application for work. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It is a photostat, is it not? 

Mr. Engen. From what I have read in the papers—— 

Mr. Cirarpy. You can tell that. 

Mr. Encev. About photographs and photostats recently, I still— 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, you are again violating the rules that the 
committee has made very plain. You may think that that kind of 
conduct is very smart. Well, let me assure you that it will only lead 
you into trouble and difficulty if you continue with it. Now look at 
it and tell me, is it nota photostat ( 

Mr. Encex. I heve no idea whether it is a photostat or not. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Despite the fact that you have a high college degree, 
you do not recognize a photostat when you see it ? 


Mr. Enoer. I am also an am: iteur photogr: apher, sir, but by looking 
at it I do not know whether it p panes tat, and I certainly do not 
know whether it se treet th app! ication. 


Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, will you ask him the question so there 
will be no doubt. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Will you examine the signature to the 
document and state whether or not it is vour signature ? 

( At this point Mr. Engel confe red W ith Mr. Weston. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. I think you have had about enough time, witness, and 
from what I can see here, you are advising counsel instead of the coun 
seladvising you. Get on with the answer. 

Mr koNGI bi Y u have very vood ears, sIr. I ama king n J coun se] 
for advice 

Mr. Ciarpy. Tecan observe. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Encen. I am still waiting for my counsel to advise me. 

Mr. Criarpy. I am directing you to answer the question. Is that 

our signature or not? 

Mr. Enaet. Do I havea right to consult with counsel ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. You havea right to—— 

Mr. Encer. Do I havea right to consult with counsel ? 

Mr. Crarpy. You have consulted much too long already. It is part 
of the deliberate plan of the Communist Party to try to disrupt the 
proceedings, by this method, and we will not tolerate it. Now pro- 
ceed toanswer. Isthat your signature or is it not ? 

(At this tome Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston. ) 

Mr. Encet. I decline to answer that question, and I do so for the 
following legal reasons: My first reason is based on the first amend- 
ment, wherein it says that 

Mr. Crarpy. You don’t have to quote it. We know it. You stand 
on the first amendment. 

Mr. Encex. I am trying to explain how I think that the first amend- 
ment applies. 

Mr. Crarpy. We don’t care to listen to any more on the first amend- 
ment. Now pass on tothe next one. 

Mr. Encet. Do you think that you know what I am going to say? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, we are more with this than you are. Now 
we will not tolerate your explaining the law to us. You have stated 
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at t rst amendment is your first objection. Very well. Now pass 
. What isthe nextone? — 

Mr. Eneev. It is my feeling that the enabling act under which 

Om mittee operates, KNOWN as Publie Law 601, I believe, permits 

tee to investigate propaganda, and I might say that Mr. 


Veld \ n erro! yesterd iy when he said it enabled them to inves- 
rate actly es and propaganda, 
Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, you are departing from an answer, and I] 
cir you to confine yourself to stating the grounds upon which you 


re refusing to answer the last question, and I direct that it be a short, 
t.noargument, 


Mr. Encev. I wish to state my legal grounds fully. I think I have 


Sil} Lateme 


Mr. Cuarpy. I am giving you that opportunity, but no chance for 
] 


Ci { hat tngeue today. Nov tel] me what the next objec- 


Mr. I: NGEL, If you w il] permit me to state them. I will do so. 
Mr. Criarpy. If you will state them succin tly, we will do so. but 
rmit you to filibuster. 
Mr. Ener. I will state them in the way I think proper to cover my 
tutional rights, and Mr. Clardy, you will not tell me how to 
ae | re: 
Nh {I D) Witne Ss. GO VO have any other constitutional 
Mr. En [ do . 
Mi ( LARD State the ) ¢ ly 
Ir. ENGeEu. It my feeling further that this committee, in hauling 
engaged il reasonable search and seizure of my per- 
ights, of my belief 
Mr. CLarpy. Which section of the Constitution are you relying on 
Mr. Enoex. I am relying, as you very well know, or at least you say 
you know, on the fourth amendment. 
Mr. ¢ yy. Allright. Proceed. 
Mr. ENoceEL. And | Le¢ | that ] am being compromised here by having 
to face a public inquisition, and I consider that to be unreasonable 
rt al st ure of my person. 
Mr. CLarpy. Very well. Do you have any more? 
Mr. ENGEL. My hext legal PTO! nd is that no person shall have to 
f ror an famous crime ¢ xcept on the presentment of a grand 
iry, and a grand ry 1S secret So that the innocent may be protected 
before they are smeared all over the newspapers and public; also, that 
1 do not ive to appear as a witness against my self before this com- 
Inittee oO} fore al vbody, al d I might Say that J have already been 
irs l by Mr. ¢ lardy in the pres before | ever Came ip here because 
he said that « very W itness that appeared here had already been deter- ® 


mined would be arrogant, and I charge that to have been an as- 
sumption. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Encev. And since Mr. Clardy seems to think that he knows 
everything I am going to say I might say that there is actually no 
need to haul me up here because you might as well just say them and 
leave me out because you have already assumed everything that I am 


al 
going to say, but I haven’t been brainwashed yet. My answers are not 
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Mr. Crarpy. Proceed. Do you have any others’? I assume that 


vou are 1 tend ne to rae an obiect on under tl! fift] amel dn ent, s 


t Ol}. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why was it 

Mr. Enoex. I further 

Mir. TAVENNER. Excuse me 

NI ISnGEL. Don’t rush me, Mr. Tavenner 

Mr. Crarpy. Five more m tes, Mr. Tavenne 

Mi inoen. | might have a few more, too I further decline 


answer that question because of he aque process section rhich ual 
antees ne life, liberty, and property, and Ln ont take 11 Ll piece ft iat 
was written during my birthday, July 4, pu t of hapnines 

Mr. Charpy. Never mind: we are not interested in you 


Proceed. 
Mr. ENGeEt! You asked me about it 
Mr. Charpy. Proceed. 


Mr. Enerv. I am, of course, citing here thi th amene it, and 
I intend to use this amendment { entiret 1 many times a | 
feel that this committee is trar goressing my 1 ohts, hether that be 
5 times, 10 times, or 50U times, regardless « f what the OX Score SAaVS 
tomorrow. ‘The ewilt is with the committee for transer noe my 
rights and not from my 

Mr. Charpy. Witness. you hat departed agan (Come back to 
{ 

Mr. Encen. My further legal ero that I am entitled, when I 
am charged with a crime, to a jury trial, that I m entitled to know 
the spec hie el irges against me, und that I do not have to be subjected 
to what has been put here earlier as something of a mass indictment 
of an entire local union in th citv. L have the rght to confront 
and cross-examine any accusers of mine. I have the right of com 


pulsory process for bringing witnesses in my favor, and also the right 
for full and complete representation by my counsel without any 
threats and intimidation. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, I must 

Mr. Encen. My further legal rights 

Mr. Ciarpy. Hold up a moment. I must enjoin you. We have 
permitted you to enlarge solely for the purpose ot vetting on the 
record the attitude that you are exhibiting toward your Congress. 
Now from here on out state the amendment and desist from arguing: 
otherwise the Chair will be compelled to treat your attitude as that of 
contempt and move on to the next question and leave you to suffer 
whatever consequences may follow. It is obvious to the Chair that 
you are determined to exhibit all the contempt your system will 
permit, 

Now, we are not going to allow you to turn this into a Communist 
sideshow. Now state the remaining constitutional objections that yon 
have, numbering the amendments. 

If you do not care to do that, then I shall order you to desist and 
ask Mr. Tavenner to proceed on to the next quest ion. 

Mr. Encer. Do I understand you 

Mr. Crarpy. You understand exactly, I am sure. Now answer the 
question. 

Mr. Eneer. Only numbers? 
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Mr. Cruarpy. That is right. 
Mr. Encen. Well, let me consult counsel. 
At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 
Mr. Encex. The Bill of Rights further guarantees me that I not be 
gubjected to cruel and unusual punishment, which is 





Mr. Crarpy. What amendment are you relying on there? 

Mr. Ewnce Which is the e ehth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Encex. Further, the Bill of Rights guarantees that there are 


certain rights reserved to me and reserved to the States that Congress 
cannot take away, which it is trying to do, and I am citing the 9th and 
10th amendments here. I further wish to cite the 1st section of the 14th 
amendment because it has been stated in the press that there are State 
police sitting in this courtroom gathering evidence for possible con- 
viction under Trucks Act, and this committee is acting in collusion 
with the State police to ta re away the same rights that I have already 
argued — 


Mr. Crarpy. All right. 

Mr oe. Further legal rights. I charge this committee with 
violating the entire main body of the Constitution proper and in par- 
ticular article I which deals with the legislature, legislative sections of 
our Fede ul Government; article II, which deals with the executive 
oran ch of the Fe ders al Government; article III, which deals with the 
Judicial branch of » Federal Government, and I say that the entire 
legal precedent a a at I have learned in school and come to respect 
as our American form of government as the separation of owers, as 
the checks and balances 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, that is very well. Now we will give you the 
benefit of having raised as an objection every paragraph, ime, word, 
comma, and period in the Constitution. From here on out, as the ques- 
tions are propounded you will have that protection by merely saying 
“T shall refuse to answer on the grounds pre\ iously advanced.” Now 
move on to your next question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that the witness be 
directed to answer the question as to whether or not the signature on 
the document before him is his signature? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, I did so once. I direct again. 

Mr. Encer. Do you want me to repeat my reasons? 

Mr. Crarvy. I told you no, we will not permit you to repeat them in 
extenso. You may have the privilege and the coverage by merely say- 
ing you refuse to answer on the grounds already advanced. 

Mr. Encev. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds already 
advanced. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document, the application, in 
evidence and ask that it be marked “Engel Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(Photostatic copy of application for employment at Chevrolet, 
dated July 12, 1949, marked “Engel Exhibit No. 1” was received in 
evidence. )! 

Mr. TavenNER. Why was it that you did not advise your prospective 
employer, the Chevrolet Motor Co., that you held a B. S. degree in 
social science from City College? 


1 Retained in committee files 
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Mr. Encex. Mr. Tavenner, you are assuming something I did not 
say. Therefore I am in doubt as how to answer that question. 

Mr. TavenNER. You advised the committee that you could not recall 
having so advised your employer. 

Mr. Encet. I said I did not recall whether I did or did not. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you answer the question, why didn’t you? 

Mr. Encev. You are assuming that. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. It is not on your application, is it ? 

Mr. Enoeu. I have not said—I have not admitted that that was my 
application. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you give your employer any information re- 
garding your educational background other than that which you put 
on your formal application ? 

Mr. Encex. I don’t see why I would have. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, that isn’t the question, Witness. Did you or did 
you not? That would call for a straight “yes” or “no.” 

Mr. Enceu. I don’t believe I have, ho, 

Mr. (CLARDY. You don’t believe ¢ 

Mr. Encext. No, sir 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you deny that you did give them additional tn- 
formation ? 


Mr. Encex. As to may educational background ? 
Mr. CLarpy. Yes, yes, camels. , 
Mr. Encei. Well, now it has been 5 years since I made that applica- 


tion. | don’t recall. But to the best of my knowledge I only Fave 
them portions of my formal education. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I desire to read into evidence a part of the docu- 
ment. The application signed Marvin Engel, bearing date of July 
12, 1949, under the heading of educational records, shows the fol- 
low ing: 

Grammar school, 1934-389. Junior high school, 1939-41. Senior high school, 
1941-45. Business college and college, no entry. 

Isn’t it a fact, Mr. Engel, that you deliberately conce ms from the 
Chevrolet Co. the fact that you hi ad been awarded the B. S. degree in 
social science from City College? 

Mr. Encex. Are you accusing me of a crime, sir? 

Mr. Crarpy. Answer the question, Witness. 

Mr. Ence. I decline to answer that question for the reasons prone? 
stated, and I would like to say that I don’t appreciate, Mr. Clardy, 
laughing when I am on the stand. I would like the record to show 
that. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, the committee is in charge of the proceeding, 
and we are going to conduct it according to our own rules. Now, no 
further advice from you will be requested or tolerated. 

Mr. Encex. I think this isa serious matter. 

Mr. CLarpy. Will you proceed to ask the next question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. You advised the committee in your testimony a few 
moments ago that you had had no employment from January 1945 
until the time you obtained your employment in Flint. In order to 
get employment at Flint—at Chevrolet, did you make a re presentation 
that you had been employed for a period of time by the Universal 


Fence Co. ? 
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Mr ISNGEL. | de line to answel heat question F¢ r al of the reasons 


Lon natly ited, and also on the grounds that I feel that this inquiry 
into mv employment ts threatening my livelihood today. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Cl . I desire to read in evidence a part of 
Engel exhibit No. 1 

Vir. CLarpy. Proceed 

M I ENNI R ts nlovment 

l I t record’ ap rs the following 

United States Navy, January 1945 to October 1946, seaman: Universal Fence 
Co., J 1947 to June 1349 time in months, 30 months; salesman and 

| ! e | tre est tion of the Chevrolet C 

At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston 

M ENGEL. | decline to answer that juestion on th Same erounds. 

Mr. TaveNNerR. As a matter of fact, did vou not make such a rep 
resentation to the Chevrolet Co. in order to deceive it as to your exact 
statu umely.a studer 7 ‘a university 2 : 

Mr. | GEL, I hat the qu ¢ 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes 


Mr. Encen. Well, I think you are trying to charge me with some 


thing here, and I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 
M TaAveENNeR. As a matter of fact. a you have stated, you were not 
my] inv time by Uni il Fence Co.: that is correct, isn’t it ¢ 
Mr. ENGEL. | have given vou my recora. 
Ir. TAvENNER. All right, sit 
Mr. Cuarpy. Just a You haven’t wered the last ques 
] | l inswer It or de¢ ine. 
Mr. Encet. I have said that during the time I was in school or in 


the Navy that I had no othe employment outside of going to sc hool or 
being in the Navy. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that you had no had any employment up until 
the time you acct pted your en ployment at Chevro let. 

Mr. Encore. That is correct. 

\ AvENNER. You are aware, are you not, that where an employer 
has been specified on a form for application that it is the practice of 
the company, through which the applicant is seeking employment, to 
make an investigation of employment. Are you aware of that, as a 
general practice ? 

Mr. Encer. Well, you seem to be better versed on those matters 
than I am. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Well, are you aware of Ew as a general practice? 

Mr. Ener. I will take your word for it, si 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, you may accept my word for that because 
I have here the form used by ¢ ‘hevrolet Manufacturing Co. to make 
such investigation. This is the ane form of the company, and I 
hand you a photostatic copy of it and ask you to examine it. Does 
not the form make an inquiry on the part of f the Chevrolet Co. of Uni- 
versal Fence Co., sti iting that you had re — yourse sf to have been 
employed by that company from January 1947 until 1949 and in which 
it requested confirmation of that fact by the Universal Fence Co. 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 
Mr. Enee.. This form that you have placed eae say that. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Does not the form also show that you had been ‘so 
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employed by that company from 1947 to 1949 over the signature of 
the employer 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston. ) 

Mr. EncGev. This form says that a certain person whose name is ¢ 
ere nas lone what you specified. 

Mr. Crarpy. Would you repeat that? I couldn't hear it. 


Mr. Eneex. This form does say that the person whose name iS Ol 
here has done as you have stated. 


Mr. LAVENNI R. \\ ho is the perso that sostated / 
Mr. Encen. The name that is written upon this photostat whi 
you have placed before me is Marvin Engel. 

Mi ("LARDY. Is there any otner Mary Nn Knvel en pl ved at the 
pian where you work ¢ 

Mr. — EL. I would suggest that you ask the personnel office. 

Mr. C yy. Lam directing you to answer that question. 

Mr. IUNGEL. have ho w L\ Ol know Ing. 

Mr. CLarpy. You have no knowledge at all 2 

Mr. | Dane iEL. | don't know. | have no access to the files. 

Mr. Dove. May I ask this? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, you may, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyie. Do you know of any other Marvin Engel working at 
Chevrolet Co., during the time of your employment there ¢ 

Mr. Eneen. I don't know of any, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Engel, you stated that the fact of employment 
of Marvin Engel by the Universal Fence Co. from January 1947 t 
1949 appears over the signature of a person. Now is that person whos 
name | asked you not your name / 

Mr. Excen. J amsorry. 1 lidn’t 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at the name sioned at the bottom of 
ow rene the person who certified that you were employed by Uni- 

zal Fence Co. from 1947 to 1949 ¢ 

a ENGEL. Yes. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Who is it ? 

Mr. Encexn. I can’t make the signature out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the owner or operator of Universal Fence 
Co. at that time ? 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston. ) 

Mr. Ence. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your difficulty with making out the name 
that appears at the bottom of the paper ? 

Mr. Enoeu. I can make out the first name. 

Mr. TavenneErR. What is it ? 

Mr. Encer. Well, I believe it is Sidney. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Encen. The second name is completely illegible to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Completely ? 

Mr. Enceu. Yes, sir, completely. There is a dot, some place over 
it, so I assume that is an “i.” 

Mr. TAveNNER. Is the name Linn ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. L-i-n-n? 

Mr. Enoeu. It may be. 


{S861 D4 pt. 9 2 
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Mr. Crarpy. Is it? 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you are an intellectual—— 

Mr. Encev. Thank you, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Certainly you are—— 

Mr. Encore. Let us try and raise it to that level, shall we? 

Mr. Tavenner. It has already been done by witnesses. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Just a moment, Mr. Counsel. I didn’t make this clear 
this morning as we did the other mornings—I must ask that there be 
no demonstrations, either in approval or disapproval, and I suggest 
again to the witness that you just answer the question and leave out 
the W isecracks. Now proceed, 

Mr. Encev. That was in response to Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. CLarpy. You heard me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the name appear to you to be that of Sidney 
Linn / 

Mr. Encev. It may be. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you satisfied that it is? 

Mr. Enoev. I say it may be. It may be about 500 other things, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you satisfied to the best of your judgment 
that it is Sidney Linn ¢ 

Mr. Encex. Did you say L-i-n-n? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Encex. It may be that; yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You know Sidney Linn very well, don’t you? 

Mr. Encev. I decline to answer that question on the grounds I 
have already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now why was it that Sidney Linn, if you know, 
confirmed employment by you from 1947 to 1949 which you mever 
performed ¢ 

Mr. Encew. I decline to answer that statement and any other state- 
ments of that nature for the same reasons, and I think that you are 
just trying to run the box score up that I referred to before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Oh, no. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Counsel, may I ask this question to clarify my 
understanding? Do you mean that the record shows that Mr. Linn 
signed the certification that this witness was in his employ when he 
was not ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The witness has testified —— 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. The witness has testified that he was never so 
employed. The form of the application shows that he was so 
employed, and the inquiry made by Chevrolet Co. shows a certifica- 
tion by the employer, Mr. Sidney Linn, that he was actually employed 
during that period of time. 

Mr. Doyte. All right, thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I want to ask you, Isn’t it a fact that that 
was a prearranged scheme to assist you in getting employment within 
Chevrolet in Flint, to have Sidney Linn make that certification ? 

Mr. Encen. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, Sidney Linn was identified by the 
witness Bereniece Baldwin in Detroit last week as a member of the 
Communist Party. 
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Mr. Criarpy. I recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduee— 

Mr. Dorie. You mean the same Sidney Linn that filed this certi- 
fication, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is right, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is Sidney Linn, that is all I can say. I desire 
to introduce the document in evidence and ask that it be marked 
“Engel Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Criarpy. It will be received. 

(Photostatic copy of form of Chevrolet Manufacturing Co. above 
referred to, marked “Engel Exhibit No. 2,” was received in evidence. )* 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Engel, were you acquainted with a person by 
the name of Sidney Graber ? 

Mr. Encev. I am not going to permit this committee to question 
me on people whom I do or do not know. I am not going to pros- 
trate myself and tell all, whether I know anything or not. You will 
not pry into my associations, and I decline to answer that or any other 
questions concerning people that I might or might not know, on all 
of the grounds that I have previously stated and on the additional 
ground that being an informer before this committee, eee you are 
trying to make me do—become, would tend to degrade n 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, I think I must point out to you, you said you 
would not permit the committee to do thus and so. You have no con 
trol whatever over what this committee may do. You may mere ly 
decline to answer or may answer, but no impertinent remarks of that 
kind are going to be permitted from here on out, unless you wish to 
run the risk of being cited for contempt. 

Now, proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Engel, did you give the name of Sidney Graber 
as a reference to the Chevrolet Co. when you sought employment by it ? 

Mr. Encet. I decline to answer that question for the same reasons 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine Engel exhibit No. 1 and look 
the third line, on the second page, under the title 
ences,” second line—— 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. And state what name you see there ? 

Mr. Encen. Might I suggest that there is a clerk here who could 
read this document of yours just as well as I could. They are getting 
paid for it, and I am losing money. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, you have forgotten that you are before a 
committee of Congress. Now answer the question. 

Mr. Encet. What was the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Read the—— 

Mr. Encex. Just a moment. 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 

Mr. Crarpy. You better not consult counsel until you are sure of 
the question. Will you read it, Miss Reporter ? 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows :) 


Will you examine Engel Exhibit No. 1 and look at the third line, on the second 


page, under the title “personal references,” second line, and state what name 
you see there? 


“personal refer- 





1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Enoex. I decline to a y question related to this docu- 
that you have presented before me for the same reasons that I 
ea tated. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Cha an, I desire to read into the testimony 
‘ ler “pe | references” as appears in document 
Engel | t No. 1. The name, Sidney Gr: be r: address, 12064 
NO i LA lale: citv, Detroit state, Mi Ngan; o years leneth 
Mir. Doyu ‘inv I ask. to my recollection, is that exhibit ] a photo 
stat of the original application of tl witness for employment at 
( rolet ¢ ¢ 
Mr. TAVENNI It is.su 
Mr. Ci yy. And the last yo read into the record was designed 
to show that Sidney Graber was given as a reference, is that correct ¢ 


Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mir. CLarpy. Pre 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the person Sidney Graber was iden 
tified as a member of the Communist Party during the course of the 
| \ Petroit trast Ver Nir. (garaber was called as a witness 


refused to answer material questions on the eround that LO do so 


9 { it riminate him 

isn’t it a fact. Mr. Engel. tha ou were one of the colonizers who 
eit] voluntarily or acting upon the direction of the Communist 
Party sought to infiltrate the Chevrolet plant in Flint by getting em- 
1 
pio ( ere 

Mir. IEENGEL. | FOL e nployme hit n the Chevroiet plant to make a 

ye »He abvleto ip t mvself. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any other reason ? 
Mr. kon EL | deciine to answer the quest on bec ause vou have In- 


dicated some deep conspiracy here, and I decline to answer that on 
all the erounds that I have prey ously stated, and on the additional 
ground that if you have knowledge of my participating in any con- 
spiracy, o1 breaking the law, w hy dont you prosecute me in a court é 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
New York before coming to F] 

Mr. Enceu. I decline to answer that question for all of the reasons 
I have already stated and for the additional reason that, as has been 
stated by members of this committee, and as has appeared in the news 
papers, as a recommendation by Attorney General Brownell, I believe, 
that it is the intention of this committee and of certain other people 
in the Government to pass such legislation that would, by throwing 
the word “subversive” around, enable the crippling of entire union 
organizations, and I will not be a party to that. I am talking spec if- 
ically 

Mr. Tavenner. You state you will not be a party to that. Were 
you a party to the Communist Party plan to concentrate Communist 
effort in the automobile industry in Flint? 

Mr. Encex. I have told you, Mr. Tavenner, that I will not answer 
any questions concerning my assocli itions or my politic al beliefs, and 
I have told you that I will decline to answer that question, those ques- 
tions, on all of the reasons already stated, and I also decline to answer 
hecause I will not become a fil k for the destruction of the trade unions 
of this cow try. 
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Mr. Doyie. Now just a minute. I want you to understand, vou 
man, that as a member of this committee I am not interested either 
directly or indirectly in destroying any trade unions in this country. 

Mr. Encer. Then why do you sit on the committee with the other 
two gentlemen / 

Mr. Dorie. Just wait a minute, please. I want you to understand 
and any other trade unionist in this area that I am very proud of the 
fact that I am always endorsed by the A. F. of L. and the right w 
of CIO. Iam not endorsed by Communist subversives in the State 
of California, and I am definitely interested in helping uncover a 
bunch of conspirators under the direction of the Communist Party 
In my country—that is why I am sitting on this committee. But I 
want to make it straight to you that itis a lot of malarkey in my judg 
men when you come here and try to throw up the defense of trade 
unionism because you are not doing it in my hearing by the sort of 
testifying you have been giving this morning. 

Mr I NGEL. Would you like me to quote from the 

Mr. Cy ARDY. Never mind. witness No question is penal oO, 

I want to join in what vou have said, Mr. Dovle. That represents 
the t nkine of the entire com) ttee and particularly of the other two 
members that are here today 
Mr. Verne. I certainly— 

Mr. Engen. You 
Mr. Cuarpy. Never mind, witness. There is no question pending. 
Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


1 ; 1( 
record 1s {' 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Engel, did vou, near the middle of Septemb 
1949, attend a meeting of the youth group of the Communist Party 
ita farm near Columbianville, Mich.. at which time the meeting was 
conducted hy Jack Crore and dack WI] ite, ind at tnat I { y the 

embers of the youth group of the Communist Porty were given 

slonments of organization which they were to ] 1. namely, the 
Labor Youth Le ague and ¥ Ming Progres ves / 
Mr. Engen. Well, now which part of that vour question ? 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. It is one question. 

Mr. Encen. You said a mouthful 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked vou if vou attended a meeting at which 
iat business was conducted. 

Mr. Ena L I decline to answer any que stions concer ing my per- 


mal, political, or other activities, my associations, whom I talked to, 


what I do. I decline to answer those questions before this committee 


because | dor t have to answer t se questions bef re this camimittee, 
ind T decline to do so on all of the grounds that I have previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you 
munist Party in the area of | 
movement. 

Mr. Enceu. Mr. Tavenner, that is the same question, and I give 
you the same answer. I just won’t answer those questions. You have 
no right to ask them. 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 

Mr. TaveENNER. Are you now a member 

Mr. Encer. Just a moment. I use all the grounds I previously 
stated. 


—S] 
i 


nt to work in the Labor Yout] League 


a 
] 
i 
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Mr. Tavenner. That is understood. Are you now a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Encen. Again I decline to answer that question on all of the 
grounds that I have previously stated, and on the additional ground 
that D\ merely asking me that question and these other questions that 
you have asked me, you are intending—I say intendine—to indict 
to try me before the eyes of the public for some nonexistent crime. 
Instead this committee is indicting itself 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, I just want the record to show that I 
disagree with the young man where he makes that false accusation 
2falnst the purpose and intent of this committee. 

I can’t sit here and have that false, malicious charge made with me 
a member of the committee because it is untrue, and I believe it is 
manifestly known to be untrue by the witness. 

Mr. Eneex. Mr. Doyle, why do you sit on a committee with men 
whoal agalnst 75 cent minimum wage ¢ 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, will you remain silent, please? You were 
not addressed. You have been most impertinent. I join with Mr. 
Doyle n what he says. Do you have any more questions, Mr. Taven 


ner ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. One more question. Have you been a member of 
the Communist Party at any time and at any place other than those 
that ve have been interrogated about ? 

Mr. Encexu. I would like you to separate t] lat que stion. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you think there is some unjust reference, 


Mr. Encen. That is the ld “Have you stopped beat ng your Wife. 
and I don’t even have a wife, which makes it worse , 

Mr. Tavenner. I have asked you about your alleged Communist 
Party membership at various times and various places. The purpose 
of 1 Ly questiol ow is to ask you whether or not you have ever been 
a me r of Communist Party at any place or time other than 
what I have al dy mentioned. 


Mr. Encet. Why don’t you make it nice and simple and ask me 
¢ , 4 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, put it your w: 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, answer the question. Don’t lecture counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Put it your way. Have you ever been a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Eneen. I decline to answer that question for all of the reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Velde? 

Mr. Vrevpr. Have you ever been a member of the Labor Youth 
League? 

Mr. En I decline that question for the same reasons, and on 
the addition: al ground that from what I have seen in evidence as the 
actions of this committee as concerns young people’s ideas who are 
supposed to be sear hing for answers. looking for things, they are 
more concerned with looking into their minds than to find out what 3 
going to happen to the three-anarter million graduates of schools this 
0 will not have any jobs to go to. 
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Mr. VeEvpr. Mr. Engel, do you presently belong to the Labor Youth 
League ? 

Mr. Enger. I decline again to answer that question, as you very well 
knew I would, for the same reasons. 

Mr. Vetpe. You actually have contempt for this committee, do you 
not ¢ 

Mr. Encext. Are you asking me what my personal feeling is toward 
you ¢ 

Mr. Veiner. No: I am just asking you whether you have contempt 
in your heart for this committee of the United States Congress. 

Mr. Encen. I am very contemptuous of any group which tries will- 
fully to step upon and to destroy the cons stitutional liberties of the 
peop le of this country. 

Mr. Vetpe. And you include the Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee of the House of Representatives in that category, is that right? 

Mr. Encet. You may conclude anything you want. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, do you include it 

Mr. Encer. I have, Mr. Velde, contempt for your antilabor record 
omg for the witch-hunting activities that this committee has indulged 

and that goes for Mr. Clardy in spades. 

hike 4 ‘LARDY. Thank vou, 

Mr. ENGI L. You are elcome. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Dovle, do you have any questions ? 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. ] do, Mr. Chairman. I couldn’t help but notice 
that the witness did not ine aes me as a witch hunter. 

May have exhibit No. 1, please ¢ 

Mr. ( "LARDY. Well, don’t be too optimistic, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. Of course I come from a State where we don’t have 
witches. 

Mr. NGI L. Mr. Jackson seems to disagree with you, sir. Of course 
[Tam glad to see the two-party system reinstituted here today. 

Mr. Crarpy. You had better concentrate on what the learned Mem 
ber from California is going toask you. You m Y find some difficulty. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Engel, I present you w ith exhibit 1 which you have 
seen here before. I now eall your attention again to the rear page 
thereof, and there appe ars to be aa re, after the printed words “signa 
ture of applicant,” in writing, M-a-r-v-i-n Engel, date, July 12, 1949. 
Does that appear to be your slonature ? 

Mr. Encet. May I consult with counsel ? 

Mr. Doyte. Sure, consult with your counsel as long as you want as 
far as I am concerned. 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 

Mr. Encet. I have already declined to answer any questions con- 
cerning this document. 

Mr. Doytr. Now, will you please write your signature on that 
paper? 

(At this point Mr. Engel conferred with Mr. Weston.) 

Mr. Dorrie. Just as you ordinarily do. 

Mr. Enaew. My counsel informs me that I do not have to do that. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, I am asking you to. 

Mr. Encev. Well, and Iam refusing. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, are you doing it because your counsel tells you 
you don’t have to, or are you relying on your own opinion ? 
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Mr. Encer. Mr. Doyle, now just a minute. There is, I understand, 
suppos to bea sacred relations} p betv en counsel—— 
Mr. Dorie. That is correct, and I am a lawyer and I am respect- 


Mr. Encext. You are asking me about that sacred relationship. 

Mi Doy OF Lan ] { 

Mr. Encer. Lam not a lawyer, but I know that much. 

Mr. Dorie. I am not asking you to tell me what your lawyer told 
vou, that is a confidential matter between you. But I have a right 
to } whether by counsel’s advice or on vour own standing. That 

ill Lam i king vou. 

Mr. Encen. I have my own pen, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Citarpy. Will vou use it ? 

Mr. Encen. No, sir; I will not I don’t think I have to, T will 
ot ado anyl hing before this committee—I will not perforn or jump 
through oops or do anyth ng | don’t have to do before this com 
1ttee, al d I dor t have todothat 
Mr. CLarpy. You may be surprised at what you have to do. 

Mr. Encen. I may be, but you will be surprised in November, too. 
Mr. Doytr. May I finish this. please ? 

Mr. ¢ py. I don’t know how to thank you for that. Mr. Doyle, 
Mr. Dorie. Did you sign an application for employment with the 
Chevrolet Co. on or about the 7th month, 12th day, 1949 ? 

Mr. Enoer. Mr. Doyle, I have already answered that question, I 


M Dorie. You haven't answered my question. I am asking you 

yurte ly 

Mii NGEL. Sometime 11 J ly I mace application and filled an 
ipp tion out for employment in the Chevrolet plant of Flint. 

Mr. Doym Would you say this is or is not that applic ation ? 

Mr. Ent EL. I refuse to answer that question on all the orounds I 
have already stated. 


Mr. Dorie. You have referred to Public Law 601 under which thi 


committee functions. Regardless of what your answers may ive 


been t] morning up to date, I am or 1 a to ask you a 1ewW questi ons 
lol ra different line, and I wish to make this s atement before I ask 
ou tl 3: ors questio1 : I im assuming teas you have had the 
benefit of a public education at the expense of the taxpavers of the 
United States, so far as the schools are concerned, I mean their main- 


} , 1 ] 
I md o torth. th vou naturally 


ymmittee of vour own Congress in fulfilling its legal obligations. 


want To cc op ‘rate with 1 
That isa fa r assumption, isn’t it, on my part ¢ 

Mr. Encen. Well, now, I will 

Mr. Dornier. Wouldn’t vou sav that I have a right to assume that 


you 1 voung American, v ould » want to cooperate with a committee 
wl (“‘ongress in fulfillin g s leo: ile bligation ¢ 


Mire E NGEL. Let me sais ea ceed 

Mr. Le YLE. L hat ism y quest i¢ l 
Mr. Encen. Allt ig! ht. Now let me answer it. 

Mr. Dorie. All right. go ahead. 

Mr. pee I would rhe very anxious to cooperate with a committee 
of Congress that came into the State of Michigan to investigate the 
ble situation of over 200,000 unemployed in this State. 
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Mr. Dorie. Just a minute, please. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Just a minute, witness. 

Mr. Doyie. Let us be fair with each other. I don’t ask you that 
question to give you a chance to propa 
you have, 

Mr. ENGEL. Do you think unemployment a theory in this State, sir? 

Mr. Dorie. Not at all. Itisa fact which I regoret, but nevertheless 
you know what the terms of Public Law 601 are. You have already 
shown that in the last hour. You are very familiar with it. 

Mr. Encet. It is also a violation of the first amendment, and I hold 
the Constitution and the Bill ot Rights to be sa red, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Wait a minute. You mean Public Law 601 is a viola 
tion of the Constitution ? 

Mr. IONGEL. | believe so, ves: al al if | qalal a lake 1b ¢ le ir Ol ginally, 
L intended to. 


oandize any part ( ilar t 1eOr'y 


Mr. 1 YLE. (Of course Vou KHOW ‘ 1) COUTTS ive } ld 1 Ss not 4 
vou differ 
Mr. Encexu. The high courts also held in favor of the Dred Scott 


iecisi 

Vii DoyLi Just ! Lule | I De ae the ( { ¥ l 
t e 

Mr. Encen. It not. There will come time whe { n 
mynd 601 will be ki ed out the doo. 


Mr. Crarpy. Never mind. 
Mr. Dorie. May I state th o you then: J yped that I would get 


respectful cooperation from you on one point, but IT am frank to stat 
i ne it with t] committee for some time in different citi ) ( 
l ted states, that the line vol rivet } ot 
questions to th ~ mmittee i ery I C oh ( 

re iit oT n eX ct lL} i] ( Live ( yn Pat 

Dh ime sort of a wers,. the same rt of arcuments. and | 


Mi. CLarpy. Same sort of conduct also, M Dovle. 


\I 1 YLE. | mist reoret that | l | vet a ‘spectful 1) oT coonel 

) rom vou ma kk aul | } t i rn S o j 

t ti o to lecture ve 1 I am not t y to lecture vou, and so 
I \ it not question any longer | Cau | see vo ! Ve or ect 7 
t] com!) tee, even A l leona com tte 1 tii I a ( ( 
oTress which | reoret very much, Sir, 

Mi (LARDY. \W Thess, ] have one vital aquest that | isk Vou To 
ponder very well before you reph 

Mr. Encen. I know what it is before vou ask it. 

Mr. (LARDY. Will you r Link Quulet, p ise f Ilave ve ever D 
or are you ow a membe oT any organ whose ( eq purpe ( 

t} » destruc on of this (,overnment thro on the use ot force and 
violence ? You may decline to an Wel if vou: eSITe, 


Mr. Eneen. If you, sir, have any information to that effect, tal 


* 


me to court and bring me up on ¢ harg sw here | can exan ine e\ ide} ce 
but don’t east aspel ions and charges under the clo LK of congyressiol al 
immunity. Of course I decline to answer that question here, but you 
take me into court, and we will fight it out there. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are declining to answer 4 

Mr. Encet. I certainly do, and very indignantly, I might add. 


Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 
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Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I just have the record show this: 
Of course the witness knows that this committee does not pretend 
to be a court nor a jury—— 

Mr. Encet. Oh. but it does. 

Mr. Dorie. Just a minute now. You well know that we don’t. We 
never have and never can under the law in which we function. We 
have no function as a court, but under Public Law 601 we are a fact- 
finding body with reference to subversive propaganda and activities, 
that is all. 


Mr. Enoex. Activities is not in there. The word is not in Public 
Law 601. Read it out here. The name of this committee is a mis- 
nomer. 


Mr CLARDY. Witness, you are voing to lose your voice if you don’t 
curb that—— 

Mr. Dorr. I am perfectly familiar with the fact that the Com- 
munist Party relies on that argument whenever and wherever it can. 
Mr. Cuarpy. Do you have any further questions, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Ence,. W hy don’t you reé ad 601? 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 
Mr. Crarpy. The witness is dismissed, and we will take a 5-minute 
recess to accommodate Miss Reporter. 
(Whereupon, at 10:43 a. m., the hearing was recessed to reconvene at 
):48 a.m.) 
(Whereupon, at 10:54 a. m., the hearing was reconvened. ) 
Mr. Crarpy. The committee will come to order, please. Call your 
next witness, Mr. Tavenner. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. George W. Fox, will you come forward, please ? 
Mr. Crarpy. Hold up your right hand. You do solemnly swear 
the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing ‘but the truth, so help you God ? 
Mr. Fox. I do. 
Mr. Crarpy. You may be seated. Will counsel please identify 
himself ? 
Mr. Newsrnatr. Harry Newblatt. 
Mr. Fox. I would like to have no pictures taken while I am—— 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE WHITMAN FOX, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, HARRY NEWBLATT 


Mr. Fox. My name is George Whitman Fox. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Fox? 

Mr. Fox. I was born in Detroit on September 21, 1922. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Fox. I live at Flint, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Fox. I ama brooch operator. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry, I couldn’t hear you. 

Mr. Fox. I am a brooch operator for the Chevrolet manufacturing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state that again, please ? 

Mr. Fox. A brooch operator. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been employed by the Chevrolet 
Motor Co. ? 
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Mr. Fox. Since July 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment when you 
first began to work for Chevrolet ? 

Mr. Fox. I was 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt. ) 

Mr. Fox. I would like to request that no pictures be taken while I 
am giving testimony. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. Proceed. 

Mr. Fox. I was a product handler. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry, I am having difficulty hearing you. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, will the witness keep his voice up. The competi- 
tion outside from the manufacturing in this community makes it 
rather difficult to hear. 

Mr. Fox. I was a product handler. 

Mr. Tavenner. A product handler ? 

Mr. Fox. That is right. 

Mr. TavenneER. What does that mean ? 

Mr. Fox. I was handling the products of the plant where I worked. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what was the nature of the work you do in 
handling products? 

Mr. Fox. This was in the sheet-metal plant. It was the part known 
as the air duct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Known as what? 

Mr. Fox. Air duct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Air duct? 

Mr. Fox. Yes, for the ventilating systems in the car. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the work that you actually 
performed ? 

Mr. Fox. I was hanging these pieces on a line, on a conveyor, to go 
through a paint—— 

Mr. TAvENNER. You put these pieces of metal on a conveyor ? 

Mr. Fox. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where they were taken into the paint shop? 

Mr. Fox. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was your first employment. How long did 
you continue in that type of work with Chevrolet ? 

Mr. Fox. About 10 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
have had any special training for this job of handling products? 

Mr. Fox. It needed no special training. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You needed none, that is true. But what had been 
your educational training ? 

Mr. Fox. I was educated in the public schools of the State of Michi- 
gan. JI went to grammar school at Smith-Troy in Oakland County. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you elevate your voice a little? For some 
reason it is difficult to pick up. 

Mr. Fox. I feel like I am talking at the top of my voice as it is. 
I attended Smith-Troy grade school in Troy Township, Oakland 
County, Mich. I attended Claussen High School in the city of Claus- 
sen, Mich., and I graduated from Michigan State College in East 
Lansing. 

Mr. Crarpy. That was from the school of civil engineering, was 
it not? 

Mr. Fox. That is correct. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You had a civil engineering job, and you took this 
o whatever; that 


job that required no special preparation or training 
correct, isn t 1t ¢ 
Mr. Fox. That is correct. 
Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time that you took the job with Chevrolet ? 


(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 
Mr. Fox. I decline to answer this question as it infringes on the 


right of free speech and assembly as guaranteed by the first amend- 
ment to the Constitution and the implied right of silence. I decline 


to answer that question as it infringes upon the right against unrea- 


sonable search and seizure as guaranteed by the fourth amendment 


the Constitution. I decline to answer this question as it infringes 
on the guarantee of the fifth a nendment to the Co! stitution against 
being compelled to be a witness against myself because it may tend 
ti ! te me and because t deprives me of life, liberty, and prop- 
erv without due process of law. 
Mr. CLarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 
MM LP AVEN NER. Did you rely on the fifth amendment in part ¢ 
\I | XxX. I . 
Mr. CLarpy. Henceforth, witness, if you desire to decline, you may 
( crounds previously ited, and that will be ample for your 
Mh PavenNeER. Did you Col fer with the leadership of the Com- 
Party in Ann Arbor or any other place regarding the nature 
loyment before you applied for the position with Chevro 
[ was mistaken in saying Ann Arbor. I should have said at 
MM Fox. I decline to answer that question because I don’t have to 
th yvbod: as to where I am voOlIng to work, and also for 
( spre ly cf ] 


Mr. TavreN . When d vou recelve your deeree in engineering # 
Mir. Fox. Well, l received my degree in June of 1949. 


Mr. TAVENN] How soon after that was it that you applied for the 


\I : . I J lv. the . xt month ? 
Mr. Fox. The next month. 
Mr. Tavenner. It 


N eems more than passingly strange that a per- 

t completed his scholastic training and had been 

! 1 deg | engineering should, in 1 month’s time take 

handler of products which required no prepara- 

Lie O training of any kl | What was your reason for seeking 

t] pe of employment ? 

Att] ay t Mr. Fox conf ry d WwW ith Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. It was merely that I wanted to get employment immedi- 


Mr. Tavenner. Wasthatthe only reason ? 
Mr. Fox. Yes. sir: that was the only reason that I 


\ 0 


Mr. Tavenner. That you wanted to get employment ? 
Mr. Fox. Yes. 
Mr. Tavenner. All right. 


| 
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Mr. Crarpy. Were you acquainted with the several other people 
who have been named in the proceedings as hav Ing obtained em] ploy- 
ment in Flint at about the same time? In other words, during the 
month of July o1 shorth thereafter / 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Veupr. Did you ever seek emp yloyment where your civil 
engineering degree woul 1 be useful ? 

At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. Will you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Veiner. Have you ever sought any type of employment where- 
in your civil engineering degree would be a requirement for that 
e mploy ment ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it true that in 1949 there was a large demand 
for the employment of persons with the de oree of ¢ ivile ng! ineering ? 

Mr. Fox. I do not know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you did not inquire, did you? 

(At this point Mr. F ox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. Inquire as to what? 

Mr. Tavenner. As to the possibility of getting a lucrative position 
iS a civil engineer. 

(At this eo Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt. 

Mr. Fox. I have already declined to answer that soutiad 

Mr. Charpy. Well, are you doing so now ? 

Mr. Fox. I am. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You stated that you wanted to get a job at the 
(‘hevrolet plant. Why did you want to get a job at the Chevrolet 
plant ? 

Mr. Fox. I did not say that I wanted to get a job at the Chevrolet 
plant. 

Mr. Tayi NNER, Then I misunderstood you. What cl cd you say 4 

Mr. Fox. I said I wanted employment. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Why did you seek employment at the Chevrolet 
plant ? 

Mr. Fox. They were hiring. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Let me put the question a little differently. You used 
the words a trifle differently than what Mr. Tavenner used. Were 
you seeking employment at Chevrolet for some special reason ‘ 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mir Fox. I sought the job because I wanted to make a living, and 
if you have any other grounds, I decline on the grounds previously 
stated—if you have any other reasons for asking that question, I 
decline on the grounds I have already stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. The reason I asked the question was to ascertain the 
fact. I repeat it again, slightly differently, was there any reason other 
than a mere desire to 20 to work some »where | in the bae k of 1 ‘ur mind 
that impelled you to go to Chevrolet and ask for a job? 

Mr. Fox. I dec line to answer that question onthe grounds prey iously 
stated, and I will decline to answer any similar questions for the 
same-—— 
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Mr. Ciarpy. You don’t have to anticipate our questions. We will 
ask them one at a time and you may reply. 
Mr. Fox. Well. you have asked me this question 2 or 3 times already. 
Mr. CLarpy. We may ask it 2 or 3 times again. 
Mr. Fox. I will still decline. 
Mr. Crarpy. Will you proceed. 
Mr. Tavenne”. Did you become a membber of the Chevrolet Club of 
the Communist Party soon after your employment at Chevrolet ¢ 
Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre 
viously stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. I would like to inquire some as to your knowledge of 
Communist Party activities, if you have any, while you were in attend- 
ance at Michigan State College. While in attendance at that school 
were you a member of the Michigan State College chapter of the Amer 
ican Youth for Democrac yi‘ 
(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 
Mr. Fox. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mr. Criarpy. Witness, I believe you are a brother, are you not, ot 
Richard Fox ¢ 
(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 
Mr. Fox. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 
Mir. CLarpy. Come, now, witness. I must direct you to answer that. 
Lam merely seeking to inquire whether you are a brother. 
Mr D YLE. Is that for the pul pose of identification 2 
Mi CLARDY. Surely. I e f rt] r que t1i0h 2s to whether 
he campus at the same time. 

\t this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 
Mr. CLtarpy. Whether tl 
Mr. Fox. I still decline to answer that questio1 ‘ 
Mr. Cruarpy Did you attend college at the same time that Richard 
Fox was a student there ? 

Mr. Fox. When was Richard Fox a student at Michigan State Col- 
lege ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Oh, now, witness, you know that. When were you a 
student ? 

Mr. Fox. Well, Iwasa student from 1946 through 1949. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now was there a Richard Fox attending M. S. C. dur 
rthat period ¢ 
. point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. There might have been. 

Mr. Crarpy. Don’t you know ? 

Mr. Fox. No, I do not know. 

Mr. CLarpy. Where did you live when you were attending M. S. C.? 

Mr. Fox. Repeat the prior question. 

Mr. Crarpy. We have passed that one. Where were you living 
when you were a student at M.S. C.? 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. Will you allow me to reanswer the prior question ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you want to change your answer ? 

Mr. Fox. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You may do so. 

Mr. Fox. Would vou restate it ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you read him the question ? 


ey lived together. 


- 
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(The question was read by the reporter as follows :) 
Now was there a Richard Fox attending M. S. C. during that period ? 


Mr. CLarpy. Is that the question you want to change? 

Mr. Fox. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Allright. What is your answer now ? 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt. 

Mr. Fox. There could have been, and I am not sure. There might 
even have been 2 or 3 Richard Foxes on the campus and perhaps this 
Richard Fox is not the one that was on the campus at that time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I can’t hear that last. This competition is rather keen, 
as you know. ‘That truck is pretty loud out there, probably a General 
Motors product. 

Mr. Fox. I say that there may have been a Richard Fox on campus. 
There may have been several Richard Foxes on ¢ ampus. It is a com- 
mon name, and it may not have been the Richard Fox that appeared 
before your committee in Lansing according to the newspapers. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask, did your brother attend the college either 
at the time you were there or before or afterwards? That is a matter 
of your own personal knowledge. 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Doyxe. A simple question. 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds previous- 
ly stated. 

Mr. Criarpy. Did you attend the hearings of the committee, this 
committee, at Lansing ¢ 

Mr. Fox. Yes, it was a public hearing. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you see and were you present at the time that the 
Richard Fox testified before this committee / 

Mr. Fox. When did he appear ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. I am asking you the question. You are a asking us. 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt. 

Mr. Fox. I was not there. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You knew a Richard Fox did testify before us at Lan- 
sing ¢ 

Mr. Fox. Yes, I read it in the newspapers. 

Mr. Crarpy. Was that not your brother ? 

Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting near the middle of Sep- 
tember 1949 at a farm near Columbiaville, Mich.; that is, a meeting 
that was held there by the youth group of the Communist Party, and 
which was conducted by Jack Gore and Jack White ? 

Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the leadership of the C ommunist Party in Flint 
at that meeting assign you to work in Communist Party matters in the 
Chevrolet plant ? 

Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previous- 
ly stated. I work in the Chevrolet plant to make a living. I work 
8 hours a day as a brooch operator. I have a home to pay for, and 
I missed a half day yesterday being present to appear before this com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How many days did you miss from your work in 
orking for the Communist Party / 
Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previously 


SI ited. 


Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document here and ask you to state 
fy 


recooniZe 1 


u} t. 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it a bill or invoice made out to you as consignee / 
Mr. Fox. Would you repeat that question, please 

Mr. Cuarpy. Read it, Miss Reporter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I may want to change the language 


of it. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the bill made out to Jack White as consignee, but 
signed by you as consignee / 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a shipment of the Michigan Worker 
on the date indicated by the document ? 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have spoken about the loss of time from your 
work. Didn’t you engage in considerable work in the distribution of 
th Mi higan Worker ? 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Tavenner, the Michigan Worker should be 
identified. : 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. I desire to introduce the document in evi- 
dence and ask that it be marked “George Fox Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The invoice above referred to, marked “George Fox Exhibit No. 1” 
for ident if ‘ation, Was received in eV idence. ‘3 

Mr. Doyie. May I have it read, Mr. Tavenner, so I will understand 
what it is? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; I plan to read it right now, but before 
doing so, may I comply with the chairman’s request as to the identifi- 
cation of the Michigan Worker. As the chairman probably recuails, 
Johnson exhibit No. 1, which was introduced in evidence at Detroit, 
showed that one of the principal objectives of the Communist Party 
in putting into effect its plan of concentration of Communist Party 
activities in the industry in this area devoted 3 or 4 paragraphs to 
making the Michigan Worker, and I quote here, 
the main mass ideological instrument of carrying through the concentration 
objectives of the party. 

Mr. Crarpy. The Chair recalls that very well, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, the document which has been introduced in 
evidence as George Fox exhibit No. 1 reads as follows—it is a waybill— 

Destination, Flint, Michigan. Consignee, Jack White. Forwarding city, 
Detroit. The shipper, Michigan Worker. One package, bundle, weight, 14 pounds. 
Amount prepaid in cash, 85 cents. Waybill date, October 12,1951. Tax, 3 cents. 
Total charge, 88 cents. 
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At the place marked “consignee sign here” is the signature George 
Fox. 

Now I hand you the document again, Mr. Fox, and ask you if that is 
your signature. 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at it please? Examine it carefully. 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. TAVENNER. Now, is that your signature? 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer for reasons previously stated. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a leaflet entitled “What’s It To You?” 
and I will ask you to examine it and state whether or not you have 
seen it before or one similiar to it ? 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt. ) 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce the document into evidencce 
and ask that it be marked “George Fox exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(Leaflet entitled “What’s It To You?” marked George Fox exhibit 
No. 2 was received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask, Mr. Tavenner, is the Michigan Worker a 
newspaper now in circulation or what ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I am going to explain it in just 1 minute, if you 
please. 

Mr. Doytr. All right. 

Mr. Tavennenr. Isn’t it a fact that you engaged in the work of pass- 
ing this leaflet out at the Chevrolet gates on November 14, 1951, t 
employees of the plant ? 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

Mr. TavenneER. The document which I have just introduced in evi- 
dence as George Fox exhibit No. 2 related to the conviction, the trial and 
conviction, of various persons under the Smith Act. As 1 of the mem- 
bers of the committee, possibly 2, who are now sitting, were not 
here when the document, Johnson exhibit No. 1, was introduced in 
Detroit, I should call attention of the committee to the fact that an- 
other one of the purposes of the document in directing Communist 
Party members how they should put into effect the plan to concentrate 
Communist Party activities on General Motors in this area stated that 
part of the struggle should be organizing to bring the case of the 12 
before their fellow workers in local unions. 

This document is too long to read in its entirety, but it refers to 
Jack Hall, vice president of the International Longshoremen’s Union, 
organizer of the sugar workers in Hawaii, and poses the statement 
that he is victim No. 64 under the Smith Act. 

Then in large type follows the statement: 


The big question facing every American worker is who will be victim No. 65. 


The rest of the article is an attack upon the Smith Act trial and con- 
cludes: 


—_————————————— 


1 Retained in committee files 


48861—54—_pt. 9 
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It’s time to speak up now. It is time to fight for repeal of this antilabor 
decision now. 


That is the decision in the Smith Act case. 
This is a fight for your union. This is a fight that affects you. 


Now, actually the matter, Mr. Fox, was a matter which affected the 
Communist Party members in the union, not the union, isn’t that true? 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Fox. Will you restate the quest ion ¢ 

Mr. TavenNeErR. Will you 

Mr. Fox. No, put it ina different form. 

Mr. Tavenner. You would like it in a different form. Very well, 
sir. Were you not aware on November 14, 1951, that the Smith Act 
cases were cases which related to members of the Communist Party, 
because of their Communist Party membership and not because of 
membership in any union or any other organization ? 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. TavenneEr. You did participate, did you not, at that time in 
carrying out the directive of the State organization of the Commu- 
nist Party in attacking the Government’s prosecution of the Smith Act 
cases ¢ 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. You are trying to inquire as to my opinions. I would 
freely state them outside of this hearing room, but here I am under 
oath, and something I might say might be used against me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; it 1s important to stic he to the truth. 

Mr. Crarpy. If you tell the truth, there is nothing that can be used 
against you. If you commit perjury, obviously it can and probably 
will be, but only under those circumstances. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds already 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds already 
stated. 

Mr. TavenneEr. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytr. I think I have a couple of questions I hope the witness 
will cooperate on. As far as I am concerned, Mr. Witness, the reason 
I am on this committee here this morning is that I am assigned 
as a member of this committee to function under Public Law 601, 
which directs that this committee shall investigate the extent and 
character of subversive and un-American activities in the United 
States. Before I ask you this question I just wish to make a brief 
statement so you will get the background of it, because I know you are 
a worker in industry, and I presume a member of some union, although 
it is immaterial to me on that point where you are or not. I am not 
interested in what union you are a member of or whether or not you 
are a member of a union, contrary to what another witness wid before 
you, but I am familiar with the fact that generally speaking over the 
United States the Communist Party in America has been trying to in- 
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filtrate for several vears and get control of organized labor in var?rous 
vicinities of our Nation. 

That is true out in certain areas out in my State in California, and 
the leaders in organized labor out there don’t deny it. They have 
been cleaning house out there of the Communists, and I am informed 


that the Commies have been t ving to get control o1 keep control of 
certain segments of organized labor in the Flint and the Detroit area. 
I am not asking your opinion or your political philosophy of any sort 
on this question, but we are here as a committee of your Congress— 
as much your Congress as it is mine—as a legally constituted com 
mittee. You may disagree for the use of such a ‘committee existing, 
but there is such a committee existing. We are here as the arm of 
your Congress to investigate ana report back to Congress what we 
can find out about the extent to which there is subversive activi and 


propaganda in the Flint and Detroit area. 
ow, I am going to assume, in asking this question, that you will 


naturally co yperate with a committee of vour own ongress because 
your Congress, as you well know, has found that there is ample 


evi 
dence to show that the American Communist Party is part of a world 
conspiracy to overthrow by force and violence our constitutional form 
of gvovernment, 

Now, on that basis I am here, and the question I am interested in, 
the big subject I am interested in, naturally you are an American 
citizen the same as I am, and I think I have a right to expect your 
cooperation, I think I have a right to expect you to put vo self 
out quite a little bit to help this committee know what you, know, 
if anything, about the extent of the Communist Party movements in 
this area beeause your Congress has found without contradiction 
that the American Communist Party is part of a world conspiracy. 

Now, with that background I am going to ask you, do vou know of 
any Communist Party activities in the last 5 or 6 years since you got 
your civil engineering decree and went to work for the Chevrolet Co. ? 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Doyle, I am as good an American as vou are. | vol- 
unteered to serve in the United States Army in 1942 after Pearl Har- 
bor was attacked. I served honorably for three and a half years. 

Mr. Dorie. You may be as good an American citizen as [am I 
I didn’t have the honor to serve in the armed services, but m\ only 
boy gave his life in the uniform of the Air Force in the last war, so 
I Vi il] have to do it through him, don’t you see, 

Mr. Fox. Isympathize with you. 

Mr. Crarpy. Answer the question, witness. 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previously 


ecause 


stated. 

Mr. Doytz. May I say then just this to you, sir: I am a lawyer, and 
I, of course, respect any witness who in good faith stands upon his 
constitutional rights. I expect a witness, if he is in good faith and 
conscience, to stand upon his constitutional rights. In making this 
statement to you, I don’t apply it to you, but I am more, as an Amer- 
ican citizen and member of a congressional committee, interested gen- 
erally. 

Your answer leads me to ask you 2 or 3 other questions. I ask them 
very direct ly. 

Were you ever a member of the American Communist Party, either 
at college or since ? 
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Mr. Fox. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previously 
stated, and I am stating them in good faith, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. Well, of course that goes into your own philosophy, and 
you are volunteering now that as a matter of philosophy it is in good 
faith. I didn’t question what your philosophy was, but I think you 
volunteered it. 

This paper I asked about, the Michigan Worker, are you familiar 
with the Michigan Worker ? 

(At this point Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Dorie. Whatisit? I don’t know. 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Doyie. Well, it is a publication, isn’t it, a legal publication? 
How can that incriminate you, a legal publication in the State of 
Michigan ? 

Mr. Fox. I still decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Doyte. I am not asking you if you are employed by it; I am 
just asking you if you know what it is. I hand you a copy of 

Mr. Crarpy. That is the resolution, Mr. Doyle. I think the copy 
of the Michigan Worker is here in front of Counsel. 

Mr. OTL gE. Well, are you familiar with this resolution, a copy of 
which I hand you? Have you ever read it? It is only a question to 
refresh your memory. 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Dore. Well, now, this resolution entitled “Resolution on Con- 
centration for Discussion at All Clubs, Sections, Commissions, and 
Departments,” and then paragraph 1 reads: 





Our party in Michigan has a great responsibility— 
and I am quoting from paragraph 1. Do you wish to see, Counsel, that 
I do quote exactly ? 

Mr. Newsuartr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dore (continues reading) : 


Our party in Michigan has a great responsibility to move the auto workers 
into struggle against their exploiters—the auto barons and their stooges in 


government. The auto monopolists are a key section of American imperialism, 
which seeks political and economic domination of the world, and the crushing 


of the people’s democracies and th e Soviet Union through a predatory war— 


end of paragraph 1. 
Reading on page 2, third from the last paragraph: 


Our State committee has just reviewed 9 months of concentration work by 
our party, since the last State convention, In that time our party has increased 
its attention to the problenis of the auto workers. The face of our party has been 
presented to the auto workers to a greater degree than in the past 10 years. We 
have seen the development of economic struggles, dramatized in the Ford strike 
against speedup, despite the stifling attempts of Reuther. A beginning has been 
made in the development of the united front from below. 


The second from the last paragraph on page 2 of this resolution: 


This period of time has seen the consolidation of some party shop clubs, an 
improvement in the sale of party literature, a greater utilization of the Michigan 
Worker as the major instrument for the concentration work. Among our com- 
rades in auto, there is higher morale, and greater confidence in the determina- 
tion of the State leadership of the party to decisively influence the auto workers. 
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Now on page 5 of the same resolution: 


For making the Michigan Worker the main mass ideological instrument of 
carrying through the concentration objectives of the party. In the past 3 months 
the concept of the Michigan Worker as the mass ideological instrun tf 
ing party policy to the auto workers has slipped into the background of our prac- 
tical work. 


strume for carry- 


[I will ask you if the Michigan Worker referred to in this resolution 


by the state Communist Party of Michigan is the same M van 
Worker described in the shipping receipt which you are alleged to 


have slened as consignee and which has been produced in this room as 
evidence, 

Mr. Fox. I decline to answer that question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated 
Mr. Doyir. Well, apparently you don’t care about helping a com- 


j : 
mittee of your o Conere to learn anything about the functioning 


of the Communist Party in this area. 

(At th pou t Mr. Fox conferred with Mr. Newblatt.) 

Mr. Dorie. So I have no oth rque tions to ask. 

Mr. CLarpy. Very well. Any further questions, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness dismissed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Geneva Borod, will you come forward, please ¢ 

Mr. CLrarpy. You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
trut h, SO help vou ( 10d ¢ 

Mi Se Boron. [ do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may be seated. Will counsel identify herself for 
the record ¢ 

Mrs. Borop. I would like to make a request that photographers do 
not take pictures during the hearing. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I can’t hear you. 

Mrs. Borop. I would like to request that photographers do not take 
pictures during the hearing. 

Mr. CLarpy. Very well. 

Mrs. Borop. I would like to make a further request—— 

Mr. CLarpy. Let us get counsel identified on the record first, if you 
don’t mind. 

Mr. Wisrranp. Bruce Wistrand. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What was your further request ? 

Mrs. Borop. I would like to make a further request that those 
photographers of the State police and the FBI identify themselves, 
211 those photographers not gentlemen and ladies of the press. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, there happens to be someone here from a very 
illegitimate publication published and put out by the Communist 
Party. So long as we permit that subversive organization to have 
representation present, I will permit the law-enforcing agencies of 
this country to take pictures, to listen to the testimony, and to do 
that which will protect America from the danger of a Communist 
revolution. 

Mrs. Borop. I do not know that any publication is illegal. 

Mr. CLarpy. That is all we will entertain. Your request is denied 
emphatically and underscored. 

Mrs. Borop. May I give the reason for my request ? 
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Mr. Crarpy. You may not because it has been declined. Will 
you proceed, Mr. Tavenner ? 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 


TESTIMONY OF GENEVA BOROD, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
BRUCE WISTRAND 


Mrs. Borop. Geneva Borod. 

Mr. Tavennen. Is that your married name? 

Mrs. Borop. Yes, it is. 

Mr. TaveNN! What was your maiden name? 

Mrs. Borop. Olmsted. 

Mr. Tavenner. B-o-r-o-d? 

Mrs. Borop. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born ? 

[rs. Borop. I was born on a farm on the tip of the Tittabawassee 
River in Saginaw County, on a farm that was settled and cleared of 
its land by my great grandfather who came to this country, along with 
my other forefathers, and millions of other Americans who escaped 
persecution of committees such as this. 

Mr. Dorie. They came, didn’t they, before the United States was 
a government? They had no knowledge of any committees such 
as this when they came to this country, your forefathers. 

Mrs. Boron. "The Inquisitions originated throughout history in 
the 17th century in England, inquisitions of Joan of Arc, of Salem, 
these 

Mr. Crar DY. Witness, we have been charged with a lot of crimes, 
but never with ly nehing Joan of Arc before. Will you do something 
that Tam sure will be helpful to the committee and s 

M Boro! LT request phe ‘tographers do ot take— 

Mr. Crarpy. Will you spell that difficult word, Tittabawassee, for 
our reporter, because I am sure as a stranger on Michigan and probably 
a nonfishing one, she couldn’t spell that. Will you spell it ? 

Mrs. Boron. I think that she can find that in the dictionary. 

Mr. Crarpy. Can you spell it for us? Did I pronounce it correct- 
ly? I know how to spell it but I just want to be sure that we get it 
correct 

Mrs. Boron. I don’t know if you said it right or not. Say it again. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Pronounce it again so I will be sure. 

Mrs. Boron. Tittabawassee. 

Mr. Crarpy. I will spell it for you, Miss Reporter, after it is over. 
She won't cooperate onthis. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mrs. Borop. Flint, Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Flint ? 

Mrs. Borop. Approximately 614 to 7 vears. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to Flint to make it your resi- 
dence ? , 

Mrs. Boron. In the fall of 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1942? 

Mrs. Boron. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you lived here constantly since 1942? 

Mrs. Boron. No, I have not. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When did you return to Flint to make it your 
residence ? 

Mrs. Borop. I returned to Flint to make it my residence in 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. What month during 1949 ? 

Mrs. Borop. August, I think. 

Mr. Tavenner. August of 1949. Did you return to Flint for em- 
ployme) t? 

Mrs. Borop. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the employment ? 

Mrs. Borop. I came to geta job. 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a job? 

Mrs. Borop. Any job I could get that would 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a job did you get 

Mrs. Borop | hired into AC Spark Plug, division of General 
Motors. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you obtain the position in AC Spark 
Plug? 

Mrs. Borop. I obtained it in the fall of 1942. I worked for 18 
months there, and then I returned to the job at AC in the fall of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you retain that position? Are you 
still employed there ? 

Mrs. Borop. Iam. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you engaged in any other occupation in Flint? 

Mrs. Borop. Any other occupation? I don’t understand what you 
mean. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, any other work besides that. For instance, 
have you taught—have you engaged in teaching at any time since you 
have been in Flint ? 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Boron. I don’t understand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a teacher’s certificare ? 

Mrs. Boron. I certainly have never taught or had a teacher's cer- 
tificate. 

Mr. Crarpy. I can’t hear you. 

Mrs. Boron. I have never had a teacher’s certificate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you engaged in teaching ? 

Mrs. Borop. I have never— 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Borop. That is a very vague question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is vague about it ? 

Mrs. Boron. I told you I have not a teacher’s certificate. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, the kind of teaching he has in mind wouldn’t 
require a teacher’s certificate. Please, no demonstration. 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Borop. What kind of teaching have you in mind then? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Never mind. 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind have you done? 

Mrs. Borov. The things I have said, the things that I believe in, 
are my business. I think there is freedom to speak in this country 
and freedom to express your views and to listen to others. 

Mr. Crarpy. It has been exercised readily in our hearings, I must 
say. Now, the question was quite simple. Come back to it again 
because I direct you to answer it. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Have you engaged in teaching of any character 
since you have been living in F lint 2 
(At this point Mrs . Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
vs. Borop. I can’t answer the question unless I know specifically 
what you are speaking of. If it has any relevancy to this hearing— 
if you ask me specific questions as to what you are talking about, I 
will try to answe rthem. 


Mr. Crarpy. That is as specific as it is possible to make it, unless 
you do not understand what the word “teaching” means. 
~ Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman, maybe I possibly can help the witness. 
Regardless of the fact that you say you don’t ech a teacher’s certi- 
ficate, have you enjoyed the privilege of teaching any group, any 
study group or any research group or any class, studying government 
or social science or philosophy of the Communist Party or the Demo- 
cratic or R eo Party or the science of government Ge any way? 


Perhaps that will help you. 
At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 
Mr. Dorie. I don’t know. I think that probably helps you—either 
for pay or without pay as a volunteer worker or instructor. 
Mrs. Borop. That is terribly vague to ask me a lot of questions 


Mr. Dorie. I tried to get across to you what the word “teaching” 


Mrs. Borop. If you have something in mind specifically, I would 
ask that you say what you seem to be trying to suggest. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, let me interject just a moment. You are 
obviously attempting to fence with Mr. Doyle. Now you understand 
perfectly well what he was asking you because he explained it in detail. 
You may, if you wish, continue to exhibit the attitude that you have 
from the moment that you came forward, but I suggest that it would 
serve your own purpose much better if you didn’t pretend ignorance 
as to the meaning of Ch at last question. Now, suppose you answer. 

Mi 5 sorop. Is teaching of anything subversive or unlawful « 
crimina 

Mr. Crarpy. You say you have been teaching that? 

Mrs. Borop. No, I did not. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I wasn’t sure. 

Mrs. Borop. I asked the question. 

Mr. Crarpy. et we ask the questions, if you don’t mind, and you 
answer them. Now, Mr. Doyle’s question is perfectly plain. Please 
answer. 

Mrs. Boron. Are you directing me to answer the question? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes. 

Mrs. Borop. Well, I will have to refuse to answer the question 
because this question is taking away the rights guaranteed to me by 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights to freedom of speech and all 
the other rights under the first amendment, and will try to take away 
the rights given me under the fifth amendment which says I do not 
have to testify against myself. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, the witness’ answer verifies my own 
thought, that the witness thoroughly understood the purport of my 
question and did at all times, even before she conferred with counsel, 


which you always have the right to do, of course. May I say to you 


capone 
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Madam Witness, I just wanted to make this clear, as a member of this 
committee I take this position as an American citizen and as a mem- 
ber of this committee of Congress, so that you are claiming the fifth 
amendment or any portion of the Constitution to get out of cooperat- 
ing with the committee—I take this position, that I will fight for your 
rights to differ with me and to express your own viewpoints and appre- 
ciate your own philosophy and act as you want in my country as long 
as you do it within the four corners of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

I don’t know how any person could possibly be any broader in their 
concept of your rights as an American citizen than that. But I am 
aware that in this country the American Communist Party is part and 
parcel of a subversive conspiracy, and on that—— 

Mrs. Borop. I think McCarthyism is the present danger to the 
United States. I think this is what should be investigated, ihe things 
going on 

Mr. Dorie. This committee has no 

Mrs. Borop. In Washington. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Pardon me. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyxr. I just want to make it clear to you that which you 
already know. I Just want to emphasize it. This committee has no 
connection with any committee of the Senate, and I just wart to make 
that clear to you and everyone in the hearing room. ‘This committee 
has no connection with any committee in the Senate, so when you try 
to prejudice other people against this committee by saying just what 
you have, you are simply not playing cricket. 

Mr. Ciarvy. You are voicing, as you well know, the Communist 
Party line, and 

Mrs. Borop. You are making an assumption. 

Mr. Crarpy. And anything you may say the public generally will 
understand. 

Mrs. Borop. The public generally is against McCarthy. 

Mr. Verve. No question is pending. Will you proceed, Mr. Taven- 
ner, and I suggest that you ask her one question with respect to her 
participation in politics a few years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you desire that question asked now ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. I think I would like to have it asked right now. 

Mr. Doyur. Well, I think, Mr. Chairman—I don’t mean to disagree 
with my subcommittee chairman, yet I think I do with the form of 
your question, sir. 
~ Mr. Crarpy. I haven’t asked it, sir. I am suggesting that he ask 
the question. 

Mr. Doytz. I know, but when you say a question as to her po- 
litics— ~ = 

Mr. Crarpy. No, her participation, and it will become apparent in 
a moment what we have in mind. I think you will agree with me when 
the question is asked. 

Will you ask that, Mr. Tavenner? Would you prefer I ask it? 

Mr. TavENNER. No, sir. 

I desire to hand the witness a document and ask her to examine it. 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you examine the document that is before you, 

; 


please ( 
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Mrs. Borop. I see a document. That is your evidence. You are 
presenting it. I think that y you are the one responsible for reading it. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Hold up, Mr. Tavenner. Witness, are you unable to 
comprehend the fa ‘t that 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Cuarpy. That sort of attitude in the face of a committee of 
Congress is contemptuous in the extreme. You should cooperate more 
than that when we ask you merely to look at a document on which it 
unquestionably seprers that your wa iph and your name is 
printed. Now, will you do what Mr. ‘Tavenner requested, please ? 

Will you seuads with Mr. Tavenner’s request and identify that 
document ? 

Mrs. Boron. I will refuse to answer any question regarding this 
document. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. Mr. Tavenner, I suggest—- 

Mrs. Borop. Under the rights given me under the fifth amendment 
and all the other amendments 

Mr. Cruarpy. We unde rstood you were invoking all your rights. 

Mr. Tavenner, will you take possession of that document and put 
the pertinent parts into the record right now ? 

Mr. Dorie. May I have the question which was asked the witness 
read ? 

(The quest ion Was read by the reporter as follows :) 

Will you examine the document that is before you, please? 


Mr. Cuarpy. She told Mr. Tavenner, as I recall, to do it himself, and 
I have reproved her 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, I move that the witness be directed to 
answer - “ question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, I did once. I do it again. Will you examine 
the cab ument ¢ 

Mrs. Borop. I refuse. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Borod Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Cuarpy. It will beso received. 

(The document entitled “Communist Candidates in Michigan,” 
marked “Borod Exhibit No. 1,” was received in evidence.) * 

Mrs. Borop. I object that this be received in evidence. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, how do you know what you are objecting to if 
you do not look at it ? 

Mr. Doyte. She looked at it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, she claims she wasn’t, at any rate. 

Mr. Dorie. Manifestly she did. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think she did, too; that is why I think she was in 
contempt of Congress when she said what she did. 

Proceed. 

Mrs. Borop. You have already requested that this be put in without 
even reading it, without even saying what it is or anything. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, have. It is in the record. 


1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Maybe we will cet it read. The document, Mr. 
Chairman, is a flyer entitled: 

“Communist Candidates in Michigan. For United States Senator, Hugo 
Beiswenger, veteran; Abner Berry for secretary of state; Phillip Raymond for 
attorney general; Geneva Olmsted for State treasurer 
In d5, describing each of these individuals the photograph appears—— 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Under the heading in black type of Geneva Olmsted 
for State treasurer appears the following language: 

Served in a naval hospital in American theater for 18 months, having been 
discharged May 2, 1946. She is a native of Michigan and was educated in the 
State public schools. Miss Olmsted worked for a while in a war plant and 
attended art classes in New York before her naval service. She is unmarried 
and lives at present in Flint. 


At the bottom: 
Vote for Communists and labor-backed candidates November 5. 


Now, were you a candidate for State treasurer of the State of 
Michigan on the Communist Party ticket ? 

Mrs. Borop. Are you asking this question based on this evidence? 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I am asking you the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you complete your question, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It is a little difficult to hear, and I wanted to be sure. 
Will you answer the question ? 

Mrs. Boron. Is this a direction ? 

Mr. Crarpy. I am asking you at the moment. 

Mrs. Borop. Under the rules of procedure of this committee there 
are no rules of evidence. In other words, any { hing’ ean be used as @V 1- 
dence, and I say that this is not in any manner evidence here. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you refusing to answer ? 

Mrs. Borop. I refuse to answer anything about this evidence that 
you have , 

Mr. Crarpy. Did the description of the candidate read by Mr. 
Tavenner accurately describe you as to name, experience, and the other 
things mentioned ¢ 

Mrs. Boron. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth amend- 
ment and under the first amendment, and the other amendments 
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Crarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
period of time covered by the exhibit ? 

Mrs. Borop. If this is true, that this took place, why was there no 
yublicity in the big papers, to my knowledge? Why is this being 
yrought up now such a longtime later ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer the question, please. 

Mrs. Borop. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. Mr. Tavenner, we have reached the point 
where in just a moment I shall recess. I can’t do that without making 
this observation: All our forebears, including mine, I believe, came 
from across the water. You have no especial claim to distinction on 
that account. 

We will now recess until 1: 20. 

(Whereupon, at 12:02 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 1:30 p. m. of the same day.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 1:30 p. m. of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, Representatives Harold H. Velde, Kit Clardy, and Clyde 
Doyle 
Mr. CLtarpy. The committee will be in session, please. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Borod. 


being present. ) 


TESTIMONY OF GENEVA BOROD, ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, 
BRUCE WISTRAND—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Borod, you stated that your first employment 
n Flint began in 1942. I do not believe that we asked you how long 
you remained employed in Flint at that time. Will you tell us, please ? 

Mrs. Borop. Eighteen months. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you recall the month of the year then in 1944 
when your employment terminated ? 

Mrs. Borop. Is that relevant ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, that is a relevant question. Will you answer it, 
please ? 

Mrs. Boron. I think it was April. 

Mr. Tavenner. You indicated that you left Flint at that time. 

Where did you go, pli ase ¢ 
Mrs. Borop. I attended a few months of school at Art Students 

Le Lwue 
Mr. Tavenner. In New York City? 

Mrs. Borop. That is correct. 
Mr. Tavenner. Then after the completion of the work at the New 

York art school what did you do? 

Mrs. Boron. I joined the United States Navy. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where did you serve while a member of the United 
states Navy? 

Mrs. ] t¢ es. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, how long were you in the United States Navy? 
Mr Bort , EKighteer I nt] 
Mr. Tavenner. What was the month of your discharge? 
Mrs. Borop. May 2. 
Mr. TAvENNER. What vear? 

Mrs. Borop. 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become employed shortly after that ? 

Mrs. Borop. No, I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did vou become employed again 

Mrs. Borop. I don’t rememl ime. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was vou next employment ? 

Mrs. Boron. I worked in a little restaurant for a while. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Where ? 

Mrs. Borop. In Ann Arbor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did vou attend school at any place after 1946 when 
you got out of the Navy? 

~ (Atthis point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mi s Boron. I atte! ae d the Uy ive rsityv of M higan. 
Mr. Tavennt Did you attend any other school besides the Univer- 
sitv of Michiean? , : 


Mrs Borop IT attended Lamme School of Photogra yhy. 
pny 


er the exact time 


SSS 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Where. 

Mrs. Boron. In Denver, Colo. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you attend that school? Over what 
period of time, and the dates, please ? 

Mrs. Borop. The term of 1948, 1947-48. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that after you had attended school at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan ? 

Mrs. Borop. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your work in Denver ? 

Mrs. Borop. 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What time during the year, I mean ? 

Mrs. Boron. I think it was the end of February. Is this relevant ? 
I can’t remember the exact time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You think in February 1948. Where did you go 
after completion of your work in February 1948 ¢ 

Mrs. Borop. I came back to Michigan. 

Mr. TavenNeR. What part of Michigan? 

Mrs. Boron. I think 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mrs. Boron. I don’t recall exactly. I know I came back to this part 
of the country in 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by “this part of the country”? 

Mrs. Borop. Michigan, the Midwest. 

Mr. Tavenner. Michigan is a very large part, I found out. What 
part of Michigan ? 

Mrs. Borop. Well, I don’t see what is relevant about this. What 
specifically do you want to know? Are you still asking me about my 
education ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I am asking where you came to in Michigan upon 
completion of your work at the University of Denver. Will you 
answer the question, please ? 

Mrs. Borop. I remained in Chicago for a while and then came to 
Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in Chicago? 

Mrs. Borop. For about a summer. 

Mr. Tavenner. The summer of 1948 ? 

Mrs. Borop. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you employed there at that time ? 

Mrs. Boron. I was. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment? 

Mrs. Boron. I worked in a hospital. I was working in a hospital 
where hospitalization is needed, and I want it known that I am very 
much in disfavor of the vote that the committee chairman took in 
denying 

Mr. TAVeNNER. That is not at all in response. 

Mrs. Borop. Extra benefits to hospitalization. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is not an answer to my question. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, confine yourself, please, to answering the 
question. No diatribes about anything or anybody is proper here. 

Mr. Doyrir. Mr. Chairman, I might ask the witness if she thinks 
that last remark is relevant. 

Mrs. Borop. I think it is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, yours is indeed a peculiar form of logic. It is 
new to me, but we will pass that. Now proceed to give us the answer. 











5626 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Mrs. Borop. The answer to what? 

Mr CrLarpy. The quest on that was propounded. You started off 
in the opposite direction from an answer. I am trying to bring you 
back to the | omeplat sO you Can start out to make the circuit again. 

Repeat the question, Mr. ‘Tavenner, SO she will not be mn doubt. 
Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment in 


Ch “aor 

Mrs. Borop. I worked ina hospital asa 

Mr. Crarpy. What was the name of the hospital ¢ 

Mrs. Borop. As a corpswoman, working as a hospital aid in the 
hospital. 

Mr. TAVENNER Vhat was the name of the hospital ? 

Mrs. Borop. The hospital attached to the University of Michi- 
gan ly) versity of Chicago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you left Chicago in August 1948. Did you 
then return to the State of Michigan? 

Mrs. Borop. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What part of Michigan did you return to? What 
place in Michigan ? 

Mrs. Borop. I looked about in various places in Michigan, looking 
for a jol 
Mr. Tavenner. Well, what place 

Mrs. Borop. I looked everywhere in Detroit and in Flint and in 
Saginaw and everywhere for a job. and because I was a woman, I was 
lenied a job in the places where I searched because they were not 
hiring women 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question ? 

Mrs. Borop. Because of the discriminatory policies against women. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please. To what 
place in Michigan did you return when you left Chicago? 

Mrs. Boron. I told you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mrs. Borop. Detroit, Flint, and many other places, searching for 
1 job. 

‘Mr. Ciarpy. Where did you settle down ? 

Mrs. Boron. I did receive a job in AC at General Motors in Flint. 

Mr. Dorie. Wasn’t there discrimination there? 

Mrs. Borop. That is true. There is discrimination against women 
there. All other GM shops the people make 27 cents an hour at least 
more than the women in AC. 

Mr. Dorie. You gota job there, didn’t you ? 

Mrs. Borop. That is why you have called me up here because I am 
against the discriminatory wage policy at AC where General Motors 
makes in the department where I work off of about 1,500 women 
$842,000 a year, off these women, some $500 a year each individual. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Doyle, I think you should withdraw the question, 
and I willstrike out the answer. 

Mrs. Boron. I object to this. This is part of the record. 

Mr. Crarpy. Never mind, witness. 

Mrs. Borop. This is why you have called me up here. 

Mr. Dorr. Evidently the witness is ready to make a number of 
speeches. 


a 


1 RS a 
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Mrs. Borop. I say the committee has come here at the time of our 
union elections to disrupt the union elections, to make communism 
the issue when the issue in the union elections is raising the rates of 
the workers and stopping this discriminatory policy of GM against 
the workers in AC. 

Ps? Crarpy. Very well. Now, proceed, Mr. Tavenner. She has 

er little speech. 

a ‘TAVENNER. You state you settled in Flint when you obtained 
the position at AC. I think you said your employment at AC began 

August 1949. That is correct, isn’t it ? 

Mrs. Borop. As far as I remember, that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in Flint before you received 
your employment in August 1949 ¢ 

Mrs. Borop. Oh, about a month or a few weeks. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you returned to Flint sometime in the neigh- 
borhood of July or August 1949? 

Will you tell the committee, please, where you were between August 
of 1948 and July or August of 1949 ? 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mrs. Borop. What was the date that you asked me where I was? 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked you where you were between August 1948 
when you left Chicago and August 1949 when you became employed 
at Flint. 

Mrs. Boron. Is this relevant to this hearing ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Please answer the question. 

Mrs. Boron. But I don’t see how it can be possibly relevant to this 
investigation. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Borop. I was in Michigan. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where? 

Mr. Crarpy. Where? 

(At this point Mrs. Borod conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mrs. Borop. I think I will refuse to answer that question because 
I feel that this committee is trying to bring something up here involv- 
ng my unemployment, that I was unemployed, looking for a job, and 
[ sti aved in Detroit, in Flint, in Saginaw, at my home, searching for a 
job during this period, and that is all I can say about it. If you want 
to be specific, then ask the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at that time, that is, between August 1948 
and August 1949, married ? 

Mrs. Borop. I was not. 

Mr. TAvenneR. What was the date of your marriage? 

Mrs. Boron. I was married to my husband on New Year’s Eve. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what year? 

Mrs. Borop. 314 years ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Borop. As I answered before, I will have to refuse to answer 
that question again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
at any time? 

Mrs. Borop. And I will refuse to answer that question the same as 
before. Do you want me to give my reasons? 
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Mr. Tavenner. If you rely on the same reasons, it is not necessary. 

Mrs. Borop. But there are other reasons, too, besides the first and 
the fifth. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are they constitutional reasons, or are they in the 
category of these other extraneous remarks you have been making? 

Mrs. ‘Borop. I don’t think any of the remarks I have been making 
have been extraneous. This isa hear ing. 

Mr. Criarpy. I didn’t expect you to agree with me, but you may 
take my word for it, they were. Do you have any other constitutional 
objections to raise other than those already put in the record ¢ 

Mrs. Borop. At this time I will refuse to answer on the grounds 
that I previously used. 

Mr. CLarpy. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Do you have any, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I have none either. Witness dismissed. Call your 
next witness. S 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Howard Foster. 

Mr. Cruarpy. You do ee swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ¢ . 

Mr. Foster. I do. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may be seated. Will counsel identify himself for 
the record ¢ 

Mr. Wistranp. Bruce Wistrand. 


TESTIMONY OF HOWARD FOSTER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, BRUCE WISTRAND 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Foster. My name is Howard Foster. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Foster ? 

Mr. Fosrer. Oklahoma City, Okla., in 1911. 

Mr. TAVENNER. VW here do you how reside ¢ 

Mr. Fosrrer. 2609 Flushing Road, Flint, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Flint, Mich. ? 

Mr. Foster. I have lived in Flint, Mich., since the year June 1927. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. losrer. My formal educational training is grade school, high 
school, and 2 years at Flint Junior College. 

Mr. TavenNER. Where are you now employed ? 

Mr. Fosrer. I am employed in Chevrolet Motor Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been employed at Chevrolet 
Motor Co. ? 

Mr. Fosrer. I have been employed at Chevrolet Motor Co. for 20 
years 
~ Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Foster, did you attend a conference at 8810 
Brentwood, Michigan, with John L. McManus, of the National Guard- 
lan.and Mr. Max Dean ? 

Mr. Foster. Would you repeat all that again, please, sir? 

Mr. Taverner. Would you read that ¢ 
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(The question was read by the reporter as follows :) 

Mr. Foster, did you attend a conference at 3810 Brentwood, Michigan, with 
John L. McManus, of the National Guardian, and Mr. Max Dean? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, that address is not familiar to me. I know 
nothing about it. 

Mr. Crarpy. I can’t hear you, witness. It is a little difficult. Hold 
it just a minute until that truck gets away. Now repeat it. 

Mr. Fosrer. I know nothing about that address, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever met Mr. John L. McManus? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Foster. Sir, I don’t recognize the name. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever hear the name before ? 

Mr. Fosrer. I don’t believe I have, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take part in a campaign of any character 
in connection with the trial and sentencing of the Rosenbergs ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, the question is too loosely defined. I don’t under- 
stand what you mean by “campaign.” 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is informed that there was in 
existence an organization known as the Committee to Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg Case. Were you a member of that committee? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, do I understand you ask me if I am a member of 
the committee ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fosrer. Iam not a member of any committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate in the work of that committee ? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Foster. Sir, what is the name of that committee ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosen- 
berg Case. 

Mr. Foster. To the best of my knowledge I don’t believe I ever 
heard of such a committee. It is a possibility, but I don’t recall it. 
However, I am not part of that committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, you say “I am not.” Were you ever a mem- 
ber of a committee seeking to do something in connection with the 
Rosenbergs or with their trial, regardless of what name may have 
been used ? 

Mr. Foster. I am not a member of any committee 

Mr. Crarvy. My question is not whether you are now a member. 
I am Say ing, Have vou ever been a member of a group or commiuttee, 
official, or unoflicial, seeking to do something in connection with the 
Rosenbergs, their trial, or their sentence ? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Fosrrr. Sir, I don’t understand your question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I will explain it. You know who the Rosen 
bergs were, do you not? 

Mr. Foster. Yes; I do know who the Rosenbergs were. 

Mr. Crarpy. You do know that there was agitation carried on. a 
campaion carried on, by cel tain people in this country, imploring the 

President to step in and imploring us to take action with regard to the 


18861—54—pt. 9 { 
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courts and do various other things to prevent the execution of the 
Rosenbergs. You know that happened, don’t you? 

Mr. Foster. That is correct: it did happen. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you take part in any way whatsoever, insignifi 
cant or large, in connection w ith ar \ of those movements 1n the Rosen 
berg matter? Do you understand that? 

Mr. Fosrrr. You mean, did I write to you about the Rosenbergs? 

Mr. Ciarpy. In any way; did you write, did you belong to a com- 
inittee, did you do anything. 

Mr. Fosrrr. I don’t recall having wrote anything or belonged to 
uny committees in connection with the Rosenbergs, but if you want 
it in the record, I am against capital punishment, and I am against 
well, until I am satisfied in my own mind that people are guilty, I 
don’t think there should be any haste in putting people to death. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, 1 wouldn’t want to hasten someone to the gal- 
lows if there was any doubt about it. I could join you on that, but 
that wasn’t my question. My question was, Have you taken any part 
in any of the activities that revolved around the Rosenberg trial and 
their execution ? 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, you will just have to be specific. I don’t recall 
having wrote an article or belonging to 2 committee to do anything 
for the Rosenbergs. I don’t believe there 1s anvthing on pul he record. 
However, you should be specific on it. To be quite frank with you, 
that from time to time I have I have even visited the Sixth Congre 
sional offices in Washington at times under your predecessor. I used 
LO Carry oO} corresponde) ce WIth that office on many things. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, did you carry on any with regard to the Rosen- 

Mr. Fosrrer. Sir, my sympathies are with the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Crarpy. I guessed that. 

Mr. Fosrrer. Specifically, I don’t recall having done anything. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then would it be a fair statement—you can agree or 
iisagree with this for me to Say that you have had no connection 
with the Rosenberg issue, remote or otherwise? Is that fair? 

\t this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, that question is so vague I can’t answer it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, I am afraid that your idea of vagueness doesn’t 
coincide with my own, but I will put it another way: Would it be 
fair to say that you have belonged to no committee, that you have 
joined no movement, that you have taken part in no activity looking 
toward the securing of clemency for the Rosenbergs? 

Mr. Foster. Sir, do you have anything to contradict my statement 
here ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You haven’t said anything for me to contradict. I 
am merely trying to find out whether that is the fact or whether it 
isn’t a fact. 

Mr. Fosrrr. Sir, you asked me if I belonged to a committee for the 
protection of the Rosenbergs. I have said I have not. You asked me 
if I worked with such a committee. I have not. I volunteered on my 
own statement to say that I am in sympathy with the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Cruarpy. Very well, Mr. Tavenner. There is no need of wast- 
ing more time on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Bolza Baxter? 
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(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Foster. Sir, this question—if I answered this question and 
waived my rights guaranteed me under the Constitution of the United 
States—this is a leading question designed for me to waive my rights 
cuaranteed to me under the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the 
United States, and for the record in future references here I don’t 
intend to answer any question that will lead to the ultimate conclu- 
sion _ I in any way advocate the destruction of the United States 
by force and violence, and that is the opinion of the Attorney General, 
the onside spoken of-here, and I have to protect myself in that ulti 
mate conclusion. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you declining to answer the question as to whether 
or not vou know Bolza Baxter ? 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, I will have to decline on the basis—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. No; you don’t have to decline. My question is—do 
you decline ? 

Mr. lOsTER. Yes, sir: I absolutely decline. I absolutely decline to 
answer that question. 

Mr. Charpy. On the eround of the fifth and the other amendments 
that you have mentioned ¢ 

Mr. Fosrer. That is correct, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you in 1948, along with Bolza Baxter, engage 
in the distribution of Communist Party documents and pamphlets in 
Flint ? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, this is part of the same question, and I will have 
to stand on my constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Again, witness, I should point out, you do not have 
to. You have the privilege of doing it or not. 

Mr. Foster. Sir, speaking from my side of the fence, I absolutely 
have to. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, for your own protection I should advise you 
that that is not a clear statement that you are invoking it, and I am 
trying my best to let you see that you must say that you are invoking 
it if you want the protection of it. If you want to let it stand that way 
after this, it is all right with me. 

Mr. Fosrrer. I am invoking the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. The witness, Mrs. Churchill, in the course of het 
testimony here yesterday, identified you as a member of the Chev- 
rolet Club of the Communist Party. Was she telling the committee 
the truth or not in so identifying you? 

Mr. Foster. Sir, this question is in the category with the previously 
asked question, and I stand on my privileges of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party and 
affiliated with the Chevrolet group of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Foster. Sir, I listened to the testimony of this lady yesterday, 
and I have listened to the trend of these hearings here so far, and I 
read the headlines in the paper where you don’t speak of people work- 
ing in a factory, but people as being members of a union. I spent 20 
vears, perhaps the most difficult years and the best years of my life, 
building a union, and I don’t intend to let anybody get the hooks into 
that union and tear the guts out of it. 
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Mr. TavenNer. Well, did you spend any part of those years in 
building the Communist Party within your union ? 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, that is a leading question. To answer that ques- 
tion I would relinquish my rights under the Constitution of the United 
States, and I refuse to answer it on that basis. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you aware of the Communist Party as indi 
cated by Johnson exhibit No. 1 to concentrate in General Motors in 
the work of the Communist Party ? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Foster. Sir, what is Johnson exhibit No. b? 

Mr. Tavenner. Johnson Exhibit No. 1 is a resolution of the state 
organization of the Communist Party for the State of Michigan which 
was introduced in evidence at Detroit and given the title Johnson 
exhibit No. 1. 

It is a resolution on concentration for discussion at all clubs, sec- 
tions, commissions, and departments of the Communist Party. It 
proceeds to explain the importance of concentration in Flint, in Gen- 
eral Motors, and in Ford in Wayne County, and accompanying it is 
the exhibit No. 2 which is the plan in detail for the accomplishing of 
that purpose within the Dearborn auto section, and the testimony 
has been that a somewhat similar plan existed but the committee does 
not have it in its possession relating to operations within General 
Motors here in Flint. I think that is a fair general description of 
the document. 

At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Foster. Sir, I am going to invoke the rights of the fifth amend 
ment on this question and refuse to answer it. ’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, this is the same question that is being asked in 
several different ways, and I am not going to put myself in position 
where I am going to fall under the opinion of the Attorney General of 
the United States or any future laws that may come up. ‘T invoke the 
rights under the fifth amendment of the Constitution and refuse to 
answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. I think I understand—can you hear me, Mr. Foster? 

Mr. Fosrer. Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Doyte. I will wait until you are through conferring with your 
counsel. We are always glad to have counsel present. I wish to finish 
my statement. I say the committee is always glad to have counsel 
present with every witness; in fact, our rules and our practice is to al- 
ways we Te ‘ome counsel, so we are glad that each witness here in these 
hearings is having counsel. Being a member of the bar myself, I think 
I appreciate the importance of having counsel present for the witness 
if he wants to. I think I understood you to say, Mr. Foster, that you 
have been in the union movement 20 years, is that correct ? 

Mr. Foster. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Dori. Well, I want to compliment you, and I think I heard you 
say, too, that you were not going to let anyone get their hooks—— 

Mr. Foster. That is correct, 

Mr. Dorr. Into the cuts of the union movement, is that correct ? 
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Mr. Foster. I believe my statement was that I wouldn’t permit 
anybody to get their hooks—use me to get their hooks into the union 
and tear the guts out of it. 

Mr. Dorie. I want to compliment you on that, too. I agree with 
you. Of course the evidence shows c ‘le arly before this committee and 
before Congress that the Communist P arty 1 in America is trying to get 
the guts of the union movement. You know that, don’t you? You 
hear my question, and you understand it manifestly. 

Mr. Foster. Yes, sir, I hear your question. 

Mr. Dorie. Answer that question, please. 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Foster. Sir, in this instance I shall use the fifth amendment to 
the Constitution. 

Mr. Doyie. I am sorry; I don’t hear you. 

Mr. Fosrrr. Sir, I am going to invoke the rights under the fifth 
amendment of the Constitution to answer this question. 

Mr. CLarpy. You mean you are going to invoke the fifth amendment 
and refuse to say whether or not you know that the Communist Party 
iS de ‘terminedly trying to destroy the unions of this country? 

(At this point Mr. Foster conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Fosrer. Sir, as an attorney you know that no inferences can be 
drawn from the failure of a witness to testify. 

Mr. Dorr. I wish to agree with the witness. That certainly is 
the decision of our highest courts, and I wish the witness to under- 
stand that as a member of this committee I draw no inference if a 
man in good oe pleads the fifth amendment or pleads his consti- 
tutional rights, but may I say, sir, I judge you are a member of one 
of the great labor unions, are you! 10t ¢ 

Mr. Fosrrer. That is correct, 

Mr. Doytr. oe lam n _ hae you to tell me which. We aren’t 


intere oye in that, but Mr. Chairman, in view of this witness’ answer, 
and he is engaged in the Satan of automobiles manifestly, I 
at had given to me a OP) of a news release, Walter P. Reuther, 
emis nt, and Mr. Mazey, secre ee treasurer, and John Livingston; 
Richard Gosser, vice ident, UAW-CIO. Manifestly this is so 


long that we can’t get if Mall in the sont’: 

Mr. Foster. Sir, it is a good release. I think it should be read into 
the record. It is A Very sood release. 

Mr. Bite | am voing to read a part that possibly applies to you. 
I wish we had time to read the whole thing and print it because this 
committee is after the opinion of every patriotic American, may I 
say. We may disagree with him, but he has the right, in my book— 
anv citizen has the right in my book to disagree with me as long as 
he and I both stay within our constitutional rights. That means we 
have to stay W ithin the law. doesn’t it ? 

Mr. Foster. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Dorr. That is correct. Reading on page 4 of this—it is a long 
article, 9 pages—I quote: 


Each witness appearing before these committees 
referring to this committee and similar committees—— 


must, of c urse, make his own individual decision as to the course of action 
whi h} 1e will follow in his testimony. This is a matter of individual conscience 
and judgment. 
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Now notice this: 


We in the UAW-CIO sincerely urge any witness called before the House Un 
American Activities Committee, if it is at all possible to do so, to avoid using 
the privilege of the fifth amendment. 


Now, that is a news release as of May 9. LThavea couple more para 
graphs. On page z2: 


We have no quarrel with the professed purposes of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 


I read on page 6: 


ing the good name and reputation of interested people and their fam- 
es not absolve the former Communist from his patriotic duty as a citizen 
stify fully of his firsthand knowledge of the names and activities of any 
nunist Party functionaries or of ye illegal activities, any evidence of 
racy to overthrow the Government by force and violence or evidence of 
ire that would serve to strengthen the security of our Nation, while at 

e time refusing to testify in any matter of which he has no direct or 
and knowledge or any matter that happened so far in the past that his 
memory cannot be relied upon with any degree of accuracy. 





(At this point Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the 
hearing room. ) 

Mr. Dorie (reading) : 

UAW-CIO, through years of practical experience in the forefront of the fight 
against communism, fully recognizes and understands the danger of the Com- 
munist world conspiracy. We have supported and shall continue to support 
every effort of our Government, consistent with democratic traditions, to meet 
this threat. We shall, however, resist every effort on the part of the apostles of 
fear, hatred, and hysteria who would panic America into action which would 
sacrifice the very beliefs we are dedicated to preserve. Nothing is more destruc- 
tive of our basic spiritual and political freedoms than the dangerous theory the 
means justify the ends. This is a moral basis upon which communism builds its 
power. As a free people we must demonstrate the courage and good sense to 
resist the use of Communist and totalitarian methods under the guise of fighting 
communism. We must remain true to our belief in the worth and dignity of 
the individual, and we must continue to believe him to be innocent until he is 
proven guilty through due process. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I just wish to emphasize this at that point: I 
want this audience and this witness, and he will hear me state that 
— committee recognizes that statement by Mr. Reuther as funda- 

nental law, that every man is presumed to be innocent until he is proven 
aaiiey, but right at that point I wish to say that this committee is not 
finding any person guilty, nor are we trying to. Our committee is to 
find the facts at this hearing as to the extent to which commies in the 
Detroit area have infiltrated, if they have, even UAW-CIO or any 
union. 

Now, that is one of the functions we are here for. Now, in closing: 

If we are to lead the free world, we must of necessity shape our policies and 
eur leadership in the image of our faith and not our fears. History has made 
America the custodian of world freedom. Let us act in the knowledge that only 
the brave are worthy of leading the free. 

May I state this again, Mr. Chairman: I want to disabuse the minds 
of any persons who are here, today or yesterday or tomorrow, forever, 
that there is any intent on the part of this committee that I know of— 
and I have worked with it several years—I know of no intent on 
the part of the majority of this committee, either under the Democratic 
administration or under the Republican administration, to destroy 
union labor or collective bargaining, so when you, Mr. Witness, or 


Or 
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any other witness takes the chair as a member of organized labor, 
and I am told that the purpose of this committee is to destroy 
union labor, I say it is false, and I say the Communis t Party knows it 
is a dirty lie. They are lying to capture the grie f and the unemploy- 
ment and the sorrow and the disgust and the disap pointme nts of a few 
(merican citizens who swallow their line of conspiracy, and some of 
those people, I fear, are right in the Detroit area and the Flint area 
in union labor today, and those are the unpatr otic American citizens 
that we are after, and I want to emphasize again our great labor 
unions, in my book however, this is what he said, and |] quote it 
egain: 

However, we in the UAW-CIO sincerely urge any witness called before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee, if it is at all possible to do so, to 
avoid using the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

l ask, Mr. Chairman, that those quotes be included in my remarks 
in the record. 

Mr. Criarpy. They will be, and niay I jom with you in what you 
have said. 

I want to add one word. You have been on this committee quite a 
lot longer than I have, but in the nearly year and a half that 1 have 
participated, I think you can bear me out when I say no word of 
politics, no word of attack on unions, no word of astaes on any organ- 
ization has ever bee : uttered in any of our me>ings, open or ot ‘herwise. 

Mr. Fosrer. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. CLarpy. Never mind, Witness. There 1s no question pending. 
Do you have anything further, Mr. Tavenner / 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you? 

Mr. VELDE. No questions. 

Mr. Foster. Mr. Chairman, in all 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness is dismissed. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Morton Leitson. 

Mr. Crarpy. Raise your right hand. You do solemnly swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God 4 

Mr. Lerrson. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will your eminent attorney identify himself for the 
record ? 

Mr. Setpy. Guy W. Selby. 

Mr. Ciarpy. One of the foremost lawyers in this area, if I may add. 
Are you assisted or do you have someone with you, Mr. Selby? 

Mr. Seisy. Some other lawyers. 

Mr. Crarpy. Will they identify themselves so we can hear? 

Mr. Dean. Charles C. Dean, D-e-a-n. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any more? 

Mr. Wistranp. Bruce Wistrand. 

Mr. Macer. David S. Magee. 

Mr. Lerrson. I have another attorney, Mr. Joseph R. Joseph. He 
was he re yesterday and here this morning. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I imagine that those 4 illustrious gentlemen that 
are flanking vou on either side will be able to give you ample pro- 
tection. 
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I may say, Mr. Leitson, that this equals the all-time high—in fact, 
if you have 5, it exceeds the all-time high of 4 that the committee has 
seen 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, I have a question that I would like to ask the 
(tee if I may at this time. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Does it have to do with our rules? I see you have the 
book. 

Mr. Lerrson. Yes. 

Mr. ( "LARDY. Yes, indeed. 


comn 


TESTIMONY OF MORTON LEITSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
GUY W. SELBY, CHARLES C. DEAN, BRUCE WISTRAND, AND 
DAVID S. MAGEE 


Mr. Lrrrson. J was here yesterday morning and all day today, and 
I did not hear the purposes of es investigation set forth. Now, sec- 
tion II of your alee of proces ure put out by your committee says 
that the subject of any investigation in connection with which wit- 
nesses are summoned or shall otherwise appear shall be announced in 
in opening statement to the committee before the commencement of 
a os, and the inf yrmatio! sought to be elicited at the hearing 
shall be relative and germane to the subject asso stated. 

I didn’t hear that. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I inform you: You didn’t note the key word. 
You jumped over it rather hastily. That is for the internal direction 
of the affairs of the committee. Before we undertake an investiga- 

is important and necessary under our self-imposed rules that 
tate in committee meetii or in executive session what we alm 
to do. That has nothin 
luet a »not mind telling you that t] le Open hearings are going 
forv ard ll? der t he broad provi ons a ub lie TL aw 601, 
Mr. Lerrson. The reason why I asked that question, sir, is that I 


’ 17 : : as 
rto do with the open hearings which we con- 


< 


would » to be able to judge, and my attorn ieys would like to be able 
to judge as we go along if questions are releva nd germane to the 


Mr. Crarpy. You will have no difficulty at all on that. TI am well 
acquainted with at least several of your able counsel. I have great 
respect for them. Thev are good citizens of this community. and I 
vn, and I am satisfied they 


rover inference will be dra 
d with Mr. Wistrand and Mr. 


Mh Doynt Mr C] win an, howe ver, belt ra member of the bar 


myself, I ( { e distinoui ned counsel attention to the rule book 
, y y 7 1 _ 7 4 J . 
\ { is, Tule |. It might save some emDarrassment. On page Ds 
OT } ly ( f ¢ 117 ce] 
At every hearing. public or executive, every witness shall be accorded the 
I aving counsel of his own choosing: 2 (b) the participation of coun- 
( f iny hearing while the witness is testifving shall be 
vising said witness as to his leg 11 rights Counsel shall not be 
nermit 1 ¢ engage in oral argument with the committee, hut shall confine 
his activity to the area of legal advice to his client. 
I merel 11] that to vour attentior hecause the practice of this 
, S 1 
com) ttee 1 not to allow counsel to either argue or to orally state 
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Mr. Setny. We understand that. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I presume if any huddle is necessary, it will be expe- 
dited as rapidly as possible. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. 'TavenNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Lerrson. Morton Leitson. 


Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Leitson? 


Mr. Lerrson. I was born in the city of Flint on August 23, 1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Lerrson. I am an attorney. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training for the practice of your profession has been? 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, I am a graduate of the Flint public chool 
system. [had 1 year at Flint Junior College. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you give the years? 

Mr. LEITSON. I orad iated from I lint Northern Hich S he ( l in the 
year of 1936, June of 1936. I went to junio nn for 1 year, the 
year of 1936-37, and then I went to the University of Michigan where 
[ was in attendance until December 20, 1941. Prior to that time I 


received a ba eee arts degree in 1940. 

On Decem| ver 20, 1941, I ret in the Armed Forces a 
for 46 months in the ve Corps, 15 months in the Paci 
then upon the return—— 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you return ? 

Mr. Leitson. I was dis harged from the Armed Forces on Novem- 
ber 16 of 1945. I returned to the “ity of Flint. I was here for a few 
months in June of 1946. I returned to the University of Michigan 
Law School to complete my law school training which I completed in 
June of 1947. I was admitted to the bar on June 24 of 1947. Ihave 
been practicing here in the city of Flint since that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You received your law degree in June of 1947? 

Mr. Lerrson. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Mr. Leitson, at the time that you wert »in attendance 
at the University of Michigan in the study of law in 1947 and 1946, 
were you aware of the existence at the university of an organized 
group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, that question is, in my mind, a question that is 
not proper, and I feel that to begin to d livulze my knowledge to this 
committee about a subject which is under inquiry here obviously 
obviously I have been called here because an attempt is made to link 
me with a particular group or groups—— 

Mr. Tavenner. It is thought that you have some knowledge of the 
existence of that group. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, I would like to state what the inquiry leads up 
to and why I feel that it is an improper question and to state why 
I refuse to answer such a question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, Mr. Leitson, we are both lawyers. We are mem- 
bers of the same profession. I am sure that you will not in any way 
want to show anything other than the utmost respect for your Con- 
gress. May I point out that in asking that question we are affording 
you ample op paveetens to state anything you desire in refutation of 
what you obviously, from what you have said, feel is a charge of 
some kind. Now, if you are not a member of the party, it would 


nd served 
ic theater, and 
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seem to me you would be more than happy to say so. If you are and 
are genuinely convinced that the principles the Communists stand 
for are sound, you ought to be equally proud to so state that if you 
have a firm conviction, but either way—and I am addressing you now 
as a lawyer—either way you answer them, there certainly, if itisa 
truthful answer, and I assume that it would be, there is certainly no 
way in which you can be subjected to any indignity or any prosecu- 
tion whatsoever, but if you want to decline to answer on the fifth or 
any of the other amendments that you care to cite, as I have told the 
other witnesses, you have the privilege, and we shall not quarrel with 
you if you choose to do so. 

Mr. Lerrson. I would like to state 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, before the lawyer answers, may I sug- 


gest this: It isn’t often a lawyer comes before the committee as a wit- 
ness. He is flanked by 4 distinguished members of this bar, and we 


re gl he is. I know time is short, but inasmuch as under Public 


Law 601 we are anxious to get the viewpoint of every thinking citi- 
zen that we possibly can get the viewpoint of during our hearings, 
I would suggest that the witness perhaps be permitted to have a few 
minutes longer than cther witnesses because we do want the value of 
your opinion, sir, as to why you shouldn’t answer this question. It 
iy help us, you see, in reporting to Congress on the problem to get 
your point as a lawyer. If you are going to refuse to answer and 
iim your constitutional privilege, it would help us as your Con- 
rressmen as to why you, as a lawyer, claim whatever privilege and 
11m you do. 
Mr. Crarpy. Oh, yes. I was making it plain that you had the 
iree alternatives to answer yes or no or decline to answer and state 
your ground. I am sure that we are not thereby inciting the kind 
of thing that you have seen in this room, a long tirade addressed to 
issues that are not before us and of no moment. Confine yourself to 
the legal issue involved and state it as succinctly as you can. 

(At this point Mr. Leitson conferred with Mr. Wistrand and Mr. 
Magee.) 

Mr. Crarpy. While they are conferring. I think I should add on 
the record that the resolution adopted by the bar association up here 
certainly meets with our approval. We think it was a wholesome 
thing todo. We welcome what has been done. 

Mr. Doytr. What was that bar association rule? 

Mr. Crarpy. They adopted a resolution which in effect told the 
members of the bar that if their assistance was sought by any of those 
subpenaed of the committee, they had the duty, if I read it correctly, 
to respond to that call. I think that is a fair statement of the resolu- 
tion. and I agree with it entirely. 

Mr. Lerrson. Gentlemen, this question presupposes that IT have a 
knowledge of some Communist Party organization on the campus 
of the University of Michigan. and to answer that question would 
then open the door as to what knowledge I may have if I have any, 
and for that reason, to place me in a position where I have to disclose 
information about myself, perhaps, or perhaps about other persons 
or what knowledge T have that may link me with a particular group 
or perhaps with other groups, in my opinion being something that 
[ cannot possibly do in good conscience. 


are ul 


t} 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, may I interrupt you? 

Mr. Lerrson. Yes. 

Mr. Crarvy. If you have no knowledge, that is a perfectly fair 
answer. Merely say that you have no knowledge. 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, I think that it is common knowledge that there 
are Communist Party me throughout the country, at least accord- 
ing to the statements made by this committee and by your hearings 
that were held in Detroit, when you had University of Michigan pro- 
fessors and students before your group. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is right. 

Mr. Lerrson. It appears to be common knowledge. Now, to ask me 
if I have knowledge of that, then the follow up que stion to that would 


he what knowledge do I have, if any. Now. is to th if I cannot pos- 


siblv—I think I have discussed it with my attorneys—there is a doc- 
trine of waiver. Once we open the door, further questions follow. I 
must insist that I cannot possibly answer that question, and I will 


ve my legal reasons for refusing to answer that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. All right. As quickly as you can, because these law- 
yers will underst: aul nd—— 

Mr. Lrirson. I have no intention of being verbose. I would like 


to wind iasdnenanenm ossib .Tean asstin you. 
Mr. Ciarpy. I say as ie awvyers I think we can understand 
you without your going into the a remarks that some people make 


who are not attorneys. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, I feel it is important that I state my reasons 
rather completely. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Lerrson. In view of the question that was—it appears to me 
that this 1 Inquiry is a clear-cut viol: ation of the first amendment to the 
(‘onstitution which guarantees to individuals the right to be free in 
their thoughts, to have free speech, free assembly—in fact, the follow- 
up questions that would lead from an answer to this question are in 
clire a | conflict with the opinion from the Supren e Court of the United 
States, 2 the West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnett 
(319 U.S. 624), where the nee me Court said that no official, high or 
lay prescribe what shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism 
religion, « I . other >matters of opinion or for citizens to confess by word 
or act their faith therein, and the very answer to this question would 
lead to further questions along that very line which would be in effect 
a violation of the first amendment. 

Next. I further decline to answer by virtue of that amendment which 
vas inserted into the Constitution for the protection of all persons 
from being forced to testify against themselves. Very often I have 
heard statements made by the chairman of this committee that a wit- 
ness is either lying or he has something to hide if he uses the fifth 
amendment as a defense. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You haven't heard me say that. 

Mr. Lerrson. I hope that I am incorrect on that. If I am, I stand 
corrected. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you are corrected right now. IT have not made 
that statement. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well. in that case then, I withdraw the statement. 
T thought that I reealled it from a mecting at the bar association. 


petty, I 
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Mr. Ciarpy. No, you probably have in mind the fact that we have 
frequently said that we cannot prevent others from drawing conclu- 
sions as to your guilt or innocence if we give you a question on which 
you take the fifth amendment, and we can’t; the human mind being 
what it is, circumstances developing what they are, many people do 
draw that conclusion, and I frankly tell you there are instances— 
and I haven’t drawn any on you at all—there are instances in which 
I would go along with that inference. Go ahead. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, I am referring to the privilege of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Lerrson. Which I am also relying on for refusing to answer 
that questio1 


‘Mr. TAVENNER. Were you aware of the existence while you were 
a student at Michigan University of a group, an organized group, of 
the Communist Party in ion Arbor known as the Town Club of the 


Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, sir, there again you have the very same question 
ed pers ips in a little different way. You just previously asked 

if T had any ki aan abe any Communist Party group at hind Ate, 

and now you repea it{-———- 

Mr. Tavenner. No, not at Ann Arbor; in the University of Michi 
gan. , 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, the University of Michigan is located in Ann 
Arbor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now I am speaking of the town of Ann Arbor itself. 

Mr. Lrrrson. Well, I would have to refuse to answer that question 
for all the reasons I previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Leitson, in every instance in which the com- 
mittee has been able to ascertain facts regarding the operation of a 
cell or group of the Communist Party, almost without exception, I 
should say, there appears to have been given a direction to the mem- 
bers of the group to join mass organizations, sometimes referred to 
as front organizations, for two purposes: One as a means of recruiting 
members into the Communist Party, and as another, the —. = 
carrying to those groups the issues in which the Communist Party 
a party was interested. Our investigation has developed that you were 
active as a student at the University of Michigan and that you be- 
longed to various organizations there—and I am not speaking of the 
Communist Party now—I am talking about other organizations. I 
would like to know, the committee would like to know. to what extent 
those organizations were influenced or guided by Communist Party 
influences within them, if you know. 

Mr. Lrrrson. The very fact that you phrase that question in that 
wav implies that I have knowledge—I have such knowledge. Now, 
IT have stated to ae committee here that I will vefass to answer—I 
have refused so far, and I will refuse to answer all questions that in 
anv wav imply that T have or have not got information regarding the 
Communist Party, but not only the Communist Party, mind you. I 
would like to sav also that in referring to all those oreanizations that 
the Attorney General has entered on his prescribed list, some 260 of 
them, I believe, and the many more that he may put on in the future; 
for instance, the Progressive Party, which you have indicated will 
be on that list very shortly 


7 
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Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I just ask this question, then, that 
I learned your answer, the refusal to answer directly, is partially 
based upon what you said, the form of the question presupposed that 
you had some knowledge about Communist Party activities. You so 
stated. 

Mr. Lerrson. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyie. All right. Now grant that that presupposed that. Do 
you have any knowledge in the Detroit area of the activities of the 
Communist Party? If you do, I am asking you to tell us what they 
are. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, Congressman Doyle, I will refuse to answer 
that question. I will refuse to answer that question for the reasons 
that I have given. The fact that you rephrased it doesn’t change the 
character of the question. 

Mr. Doyie. I didn’t try to rephrase it. I just tried to go right 
straight to the issue and ask you directly. 

Mr. Lerrson. And that is the very reason why I refuse to answer 
the question, because you are seeking, by virtue of your investigation— 
in fact, the very fact that a person is subpenaed here implies that he 
has some connection or some knowledge or something of that sort, and 
I refuse to answer the question for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Dorie. You are a lawyer, you are familiar with Public Law 
601. You know full well why we are here. We are here functioning 
under Public Law 601 which challenges us to find the facts about 
Communist propaganda and activities any place in this country. You 
know that, don’t you, Counsel ? 

Now, then, one thing more, so you will understand and so the group 
here will understand why our Counsel shapes the question in that way. 
You know that our investigators have been in this area for some 
months surely. Our investigators from Washington with some of the 
State investigators, State police, have been cooperating in this area, 
and naturally they have given our Counsel and this committee some 
evidence, you see, that there is a Communist Party activity in this 
area. Now, frankly, you are here because our record shows that we 
believe from our investigation over the last 6 or 8 months here that 
you had some knowledge of some sort, probably pretty valuable to us 
if you would give it to us, about Communist Party activities. That is 
why Counsel formed the question as presupposing that you knew 
something about it because our evidence from several investigators 
tellsus youdo. Isthata fair statement ? 

Mr. Lerrson. I would like to say this, sir-——— 

Mr. Doyte. That is fair to you, that is why I am stating it. 

Mr. Lerrson. I would like to say this, that there are many different 
ideas about the purposes of the House of Represent: itives Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee. In fact, even in Congress, there are Mem- 
bers of Congress who disagree with the purposes and attach ulterior 
motives to the House Un-American Activities Committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I interrupt you. You should have difficulty 
naming one of them. 

Mr. Lerrson. May I read a quote of Congressman Weir from the 
Third Congressional Distriet—— 

Mr. Doytr. Well, I am well acquainted with him. I sit with him 
almost every day. 
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Mr. Lerrson. I would like to give a direct quotation. 

Mr. Dorie. When given and where / 

Mr. Lerrson. Reprinted in the Nation magazine of two weeks ago, 
I believe, two or three weeks ago, and here it is, and I quote: 

{nd so today, as I view the witchhunting and accusations and smear cam- 
paign carried on by the House Un-American Activities Committee as well as 
by Senator McCarthy and his stooges 
incidentally, these are the words of Congressman Weir 
and the Jenner Committee, I cannot compromise my convictions or follow the 
line of least resistance. To me our entire way of life is at stake. I refuse to 
lagogery because I have been convinced that every one of 
these committee chairmen has succumbed to the lure of newspaper headlines and 
other publicity that may some day make them a national hero or president. 

Phat was made by Congressman Roy W. Weir of the Third Con- 
gressional District. 

Mr. Dorie. May I state this, please, counsel—no doubt you are 
familiar with the voting record of Members of Congress on appro- 
priations of this committee, aren t you ¢ 

Mr. Lerrson. I understand he is the only one who : 

Mr. Dove. Mr. Weir was the only Member of the House that 
voted against an appropriation for this committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Out of 4 

Mr. Dorie. And may I say that yesterday, when we submitted the 
resolutions citing for contempt or asking the House to cite for con- 
tempt 9 people who were in contempt, we believe, of this committee, 
Mr. Weir did not vote against those resolutions. The vote was 345 
to nothing. I just want the record to show that. 

Mr. Lerrson. I have no knowledge of whether he was there or not. 

Mr. Doyir. I respect Mr. Weir. I believe he is a conscientious 
gentleman and up to the point where any of us ever do seek public ity, 
if we do, Mr. Weir is justified in his criticism, but that is no sign that 
it is being done at all times, you see. 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, I happen to be one of the people that disagree 
with the methods and a good deal of the purpose of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you have that right, and we do not intend to 
deprive you of it. 

Mr. Lerrson. And for that reason I cannot possibly cooperate with 
the committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We understand it, but let me reinforce what Congress- 
man Doyle has said. Mr. Tavenner would not have asked you the 
questions he did had not the investigation that has been going on for 
a long, long time—every angle of which I am thoroughly familar 
with because the chairman confided it to my care—that investigation 
had not brought to our attention substantial and reasonable evidence 
to warrant our giving you an opportunity in this hearing to flatly 
contradict it, to admit it, or to follow any course that you want 
because that evidence consisted of identifications of your attendance 
at various places and of the advice that you have given and of the 
people who have consulted with you, which needed explanation. 

Now, you do not have to give it if you do not want to, but you have 
that opportunity if you care to avi ail yourself of 3 1t, and to pl: ice before 
the people in the community where you live your side, your statement, 
if you have any to make. If you do not choose to do so, we cannot 


acquiesce in such den 
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be held responsible for any inference that anybody may draw, good 
or bad. 

Mr. Doyte. May I make this clear to you before you make any 
further statement: In view of the statement of Mr. Clardy referring 
to those who interviewed or conferred with you, if that was his 
language 

Mr. Cuarpy. No, with others. 

Mr. Doyte. May I make it clear, I am sure the Chair was not refer- 
ring té any relationship of attorney and client. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Oh, no, none whatever. 

Mr. Dorie. Let me make that clear. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Leitson, I have before me a document put out 
by the American Youth for Democracy, entitled “Facts on the Cur 
rent Widespread Campaign Against Academic Freedom.” On page 
7 there appears a statement of the University of Michigan Academic 
Freedom Committee, and in the course of that statement references 
are made to various students at the university who presumably were 
supporting it. Now, my only purpose in making reference to this is 
to show that your name is mentioned there as president of the Stu- 
dents Lawyers’ Guild chapter. That was in the year 1947. I assume 
that that is a correct statement, that you were president of the lawyers 
guild chapter, National Lawyers’ Guild chapter, during that year, 
am I correct ? 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, sir, there again we are touching upon a ques- 
tion of another organization that I mentioned previously. There are 
many organizations cited by the Attorney General. I am certainly of 
the opinion that the National Lawyers’ Guild is a very worthwhile 
organization and has strongly defended the constitutional rights of 
all people, but the Attorney General of the United States has seen 
fit to cite it as a subversive organization, and this committee has so 
cited it, and for me to answer that question might lead to further 
implications that I do not care to get into. I would not answer that 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, at the time that this document was printed 
in 1947, which as I said, refers to your position as being at that time 
the head of the National Lawyers’ Guild chapter at the University 
of Michigan, were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lerrson. Mr. Tavenner, you may rephrase questions or phrase 
many questions around the same subject, and I am going to refuse to 
answer all of those questions, and I would say this, that in refusing, 
that an inference may be made incorrectly, perhaps, but an inference 
may be made about my membership in any organization because I 
refuse to answer questions regarding organizations. I must, of neces- 
sity, refuse to answer that question because it goes against everything 
that I believe in. I do not feel you have any right to inquire into my 
personal beliefs, and I must, of necessity, refuse to answer that ques- 
tion, and I include all the reasons that I’previously stated. 

May I say something else, Mr. Tavenner, without—also I think a 
very important point here, that I have—there is a feeling that people 
who appear before this committee have violated laws. That is a feel- 
ing that people have, even though this is not. a trial, this is not a crimi- 

nal court in the sense that you can mete out punishment, but still that 
is the impression that people can get, and I say this, if you feel I have 
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violated any law of the land, I feel you have a duty to give that infor- 
mation to a grand jury in order to have them prosecute me. If not, 
I think you should leave me alone. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Leitson, may I say this, if that impression is wide- 
spread, it is due solely to two things: first, because of the manner in 
which the witnesses conduct themselves when they appear before the 
committee, and secondly, because of the fact that a great many of those 
who have appeared before this committee—it stems back even beyond 
the Alger Hiss episode—have been subsequently convicted in court. It 
is not because of the conduct of the committee itself. 

Now, I am told that counsel would desire a recess at this juncture, 
am I correct ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CLarpy. We call a 5-minute recess at this point. 

(Whereupon, at 2:58 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 3:03 p.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 3: 10 p. m., the hearing was reconvened.) 

Mr. Crarvy. Before you continue your questioning, a matter was 
brought to my attention this morning or during the noon hour, I guess 
it was—am I not correct? The phone call dealing with Kelly, was that 
during the noon hour ? 

Mr. Wisrranp. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Ciarny. I suggested at the time that in line with the practice 
of the committee we would be most happy to make a statement that 
would prevent anyone from misunderstanding who was named and 
identified. I will read a little communication I have here. 





My name is Pearl Irene Kelly. 
That is the person who wrote this. 


I am not the Pearl Kelly that is mixed up with the Communist Party. I also 
work at the AC, and this is causing me a great deal of embarrassment. My 
husband's name is Patrick W. Kelly. Our address is 617 Burrows Avenue. He 
is manager for the 

Well, I am not sure, of some packing company in Battle Creek. 

I called the Journal. They wouldn’t even sell me space in the papers to clear my 
name. Llease put the real Pear] Kelly’s address in the paper. 

I want to make it clear that the identification of the Mr. Kelly was a 
Thomas Kelly, as I recall it. Am I right, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. And the Pearl Kelly did not have a middle name of 
Irene. It was Pearl Potter Kelly. I trust that everyone within the 
hearing room and within sound of our voice, and I trust also that the 

yress will please copy, will make correction, to make it clear that the 

Pearl Irene Kelly and her husband that are named in this communi- 
cation are not the ones that were in any way involved in the testimony 
before this committee up to this time. 

Will you put that in the file, and if there is anyone else, anyone else 
at all, that feels that any unjust implication or misidentification is 
present, will contact us, we will be more than happy to make the cor- 
rection, and I repeat again what was said at the outset yesterday, if 
anybody desires to be heard, anybody that was identified as a member 
of the Communist Party, wishes to be heard by this committee in an 
effort to set us right, if it is a mistake, at the convenience of the com- 
mittee and such persons, we will give them that opportunity, if they 
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will request it. In addition, in accordance with the rules, after we get 
to Washington, notification will be sent to those people, again inform- 
ing them that they will have that opportunity. 

Pre ceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I think, Mr. Chairman, while counsel is getting 
ready for the next question those people, if they feel that they are 
being hurt through an error—it certainly is unintentionally on our 
part—they should let us know promptly so that the minimum of harm 
W ill be done. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Right. I am moved to say something else. I pass no 
judgment on it, but I was bearded more or less good naturedly in the 
room next door here about some inquiry that was made of me, I believe, 
last week or the forepart of this week, concerning the action taken at 
the Chevrolet local where the international has taken over. I don’t 
remember the quotation—in fact, I am not too sure that I read it after 
the reporter talked to me, but it went something along his line, that I 
think I was asked as to whether it wasn’t a coincidence that we were 
coming to town and at the same time the international had moved in, 
and | frankly said yes, it may have been or did look to be a coincidence, 
although I don’t think I was quoted, and I don’t think I was even asked 
as to whether there was any direct connection, and I didn’t so imply. 

I don’t know what the connection is, if any, but I am assured by an 
wttorney whom I met for the first time today that there was no such 
connection. We will let the matter rest right there. 

Proceed. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Mr. Leitson. during the course of a hear Mem New 
York last summer the committee had occasion to call before it Cedrie 
Belfrage, who was the editor of National Guardian, and the committee 
made some investigation relating to his activities in connection with 
the Communist Party as well as the paper that he represented, the 
National Guardian. I would like to ask you several questions with 
regard to that paper, if you know anything about it, the National 
Guardian. Did you make an appointment or arrange a meeting at 
2810 Brentwood, Mich. for Mr. John L. McManus of the National 
Guardian ? 

(At this point Mr. Leitson conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. When I said “Brentwood,” I meant Brentwood at 
Flint, Mich. 

Mr. Lerrson. I refuse to answer that question for the reasons already 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, if you know, please, 
whether or not the National Guardian, acting through Mr. John L. 
McManus or any other member of its staff, initiated in this community 
1 movement for clemency for the Rosenbergs ? 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, I would like to ask you, you have listed on your 
list of organizations so many organizations that are taboo, that I don’t 
know who they all are. I would like to ask you if this committee, the 
National Committee to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs that you 
referred to before, is on that list. 

Mr. TavenNeER. No, it is not listed in the Guide to Subversive Organ- 
izations put out by this committee. I may, however, call to your atten- 
tion that this guide was put out on May 14, 1951. 
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Mr. Lerrson. Well, sir, I can recall many statements by many con- 
gressional people in which they attacked that organization—another 
organization was attacked. I feel this way, sir, that I cannot pos- 
sibly—— . 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked you no question about that organization. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, you asked if I know of any activity “of the Na- 
tional Guardian here in the city of Flint ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and I asked you if the National Guardian was 
responsible through John L. McManus or any other member of the 
sta tl for any other activity. 

Mr. Lerrson. Not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. Not to your knowledge. Did you have a confer- 
ence with John L. McManus in regard to the matter or receive any 
communication from him in connection w ith it ? , 

Mr. Lerrson. I cannot recall any communication that I received 
from him regarding this matter. 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Well, did you recelve one indicating a desire on 
the part of the National Guardian to have individuals meet with John 
lL. McManus at 3810 Brent wood / 

(At this point Mr. Leitson conferred with Mr. Wistrand and Mr. 
Mavee. ) 

(.At this point Mr. Leitson conferred with Mr. Dean.) 

Mr. Lerrson. I refuse to answer that question for the reasons 
already stated. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Tavenner, your prior question was not completely 
answered, that part of it that had to do with whether Mr. Le:tson had 
hac any conferences. You talked about communications but you 
lidn’t mention whether there had been any conferences. Will you 
nswer that part ¢ 

Mir. | evrson. I also refuse to answer that, for the same reasons. 

Mr. ‘VAVENNER Was 35810 Brentwood your meat 

Mr. Lerrson. It is nis home at the present time. 

Mr. Taverner. Was it vour home during 19524 

Mr. Lerrson. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. ag" has been ever since? 

Mr. Lrerrsoxn. Yes, s 

Mr TAVENNER Mr. hgiedie have vou made any contributions 
directly to the Communist Party / 

Mr. Lerrson. I refuse to answer that question, sir, for the reasons 
ilready stated. 

At this point Mr. Leitson conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Taverner. The committee has understood from its investiga 
tion that there has been a small group of members of the Cemmunist 
Party in Flint, composing What is generally referred to as a profes- 
sional group of the Communist Party as a separate and distinct organ- 
ization from the groups in industry and the neighborhood groups. 
Have vou at any time been a member of a professional group of the 
Communist Party in Flint? 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, no matter how many different ways you phrase 
that question, you are implying that I have done something send 
and I would like to state to the committee this, that I have sworn to 
uphold the Constitution when I entered the Armed Forces: again 
when I took my oath of office as an attorney, and I have tried to the 
best of my ability at all times to follow that in every possible way. I 
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have never at any time advocated the use of force and violence or the 
overthrow of this government by force and violence: in fact, I have 
been for peace all of the time, and I feel that the questions th: it you are 
propounding tend to give an impression that I am some sinister person 
that has ulterior motives; that is absolutely false. It is not true, but 
I will not answer any questions regarding my political beliefs or any 
organizations that I may or may not have belonged to, for the reasons 
already stated. 

Mr. Doyue. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. CLarpy. Yes, Mr. Doyle. 

Mea. Dorie. May I at this point—I noticed a few minutes ago, too, 
Mr. Leitson, you made this statement—it is the feeling that people 
who appear before this committee have violated some criminal law. 
Now, again you uttered the same thought, that Mr. Tavenner asking 
you questions gives the thought that he possibly is charging vou with 
having done something wrong, and then you stated that you never 
violated or never advocated the use of force and violence to overthrow 
our constitutional form of government. 

I think it is only fair to you to say that this is my position as a 
member of the committee: The record shows that in April 1945 the 
Duclos letter came to this country. Are you familiar with the Duclos 
letter, written by the great French Communist who is now considered 
one of the top Communists of Europe’ Are you familar with this 
letter that came to this country in 1945 4 

Mr. Leirson. There again, sir, I refuse to answer any questions 
pertaining tothat field. It isa field I refuse to discuss. 

Mr. Dorie. I am trving to say to you, sil , th: at I think the peop le 


feel that many peop le who appear ‘before this committee have di 
rectly or indirectly been in cooper ition with some criminal intent. 
That is the purpose of my question, I want to try to explain to you 


why I think our conclusion is right, that many people feel that a man 
that comes before this committee has been tied up in some criminal 
conspiracy. Let me say this, then, for the purpose of this question— 
I know you are an intelligent man and well read, and I am going to 
assume that you are familiar with the Duclos letter, because I think 
probably every member of the bar, since April 1945, has been well 
aware that the Duclos letter which came to this « ‘country in April 1945 
laid down the proposition to the American Communist Party that 
Earl Browder had to be kicked out of the American Communist Party 
because he said in a Communist convention and in his writings back 
in 1945 and 1944 that the American form of economics, the American 
competitive free-enterprise system and Soviet communism could live 
in the same world side by side. 

Earl Browder said that. He was president of the Communist 
Party in America at that time as you well know. 

Now. then. when this Duclos letter came to the American Commu 
nist ae in that year, it said, those two philosophies cannot survive 
side by side in the same world. The Soviet system must be victorious, 
must be the only system of economics in the world. It has to survive, 
and as a result of the Duclos letter, Earl Browder was kicked out of 
the American Communist Party. 

Mr. Foster was put in, still there; Browder out, so that since April 
and May 1945, sir, I want to make it clear to you and everyone else 
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that my impression as an American is that any man or women that 
has read the history, political history, economic history, since about 
April or May 1945, is charged with notice that since that year it has 
been a showdown between the American system of competitive free 
enterprise and the Soviet system of conspiritorial communism. 

Now, then, one more point: As I read the record of the Federal 
court cases and the jury cases in the United States in the last 21% or 
5+ years where the Smith Act has been used as the legal instrument to 
con viet those charged by our Federal district attorneys with teaching 
and advocating the forceful overthrow of our form of government. 
every one, as I read it, Mr. Leitson, and you tell me if I am wrong, 
but in every one of those cases every defendant, and there have been 
about 12 cases, 12 different parts of the United States—in every one 
of those jury cases every defendant has been found guilty with the 
puantionntons: 

Now, then, I am explaining to you why I think you are quite right, 
that the peop le have come to the conclusion as a result of those 12 
jury cases throughor t the United St: ites, where every defendant, 
members of the Communist Party, has been found guilty of teaching 
and advocating the forceful and violent overthrow of our form of 
government. 

They. therefore, have tied up with the Communist conspiracy any- 
one who is charged with being a member of the Communist Party, 
whether he advocates the forceful and violent overthrow of our form 
of government or not, and I would say to you, sir, because you are 
under oath and you are a me smber of the bar, I woul l say to you that 


I will take your sateen at face value that you never taught no 


advocated the forceful and violent overthrow of my form of govern 
ment and your form, but I will say to you that if you had been tied 
up—I am not referring alone to you—but if you or any other Amer- 
ican citizen has been tied up with the American Communist Party 
under core or underground or leadership since about April or May 
1945, directly or indirectly. with the underground, with the hard core 
of the American Communist Party, then you did it with your eyes 
open, and you are charged in the minds of the American public as 
advocating the use of force and violence to overthrow our form of 
constitutional government. 

That is why, attorney, I think, in my study of this problem and 
sitting on this committee, that so many people have a feeling that 
a man that is subpenaed before our committee and pleads the fifth 
amendment, especially, is in some way tied up with the conspiracy 
which has been proven to exist. 

One more statement and then I will not take more time, Mr. Chair- 
man, on this, but I feel this was an appropriate place to explain to 
this young lawyer an answer to his question. I have had the benefit 
of two experiences recently in Congress in the last few years. A cou- 
ple years ago, 3 years ago, I was sent to Korea and Japan and the 
Philippines. While over there I interrogated most civilian and mili- 
tary intelligence on the question of the Communist conspiracy abroad, 
and they all told me, sir, that the conspiracy there in China, Japan, 
Philippines, Indochina, was part of the same conspiracy that is pres- 
ent right here with any who advocate force and violence. That is one 
point. 
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The second point is this, when I was in Europe 8 or 9 months ago 
for Congress, I interviewed most of the American Ambassadors, most 
of the American consuls, most American intelligence, and some for- 
eign intelligence. They, Mr. Chairman, told us the same thing. It 
is part and parcel of the same conspiracy. Those in the United 
States who are hard core and who do advocate the use of force and 
violence to overthrow, are the brains of the American Communist 
Party, and those who choose to associate with those unpatriotic trai- 
tors, they choose to do it knowingly, they bear the brunt and bear 
the results. 

That may explain your answer where you feel that people think 
that people who come ‘before this committee are guilty of some wrong- 
doing. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, sir, I would like to say this, that many organ- 
izations have been listed as Communist-front organizations and Com- 
munist organizations, and the latest that I heard mentioned, during 
the course of these hearings, was the Progressive Party. A witness 
testified yesterday that the Progressive Party was a Communist organ- 
ization, 

Now, what you are in effect saying—if I am wrong, correct me 
is that membership in an organization that is called a Communist 
organization makes all those members ipso facto advocates of the use 
of force and violence which I don’t agree with. 

Mr. Dori. Not at all in my book; not at all in my book. May I 
say to you, though, the uncontroverted evidence, sir, and I think you 
know it because I see that you are familiar with the problem—you 
know the record shows the Progressive Party, IPP, as initiated in 
our country was initiated under the control of the Communist Party 
in the United States. That is the record, and I think you know it. 
We might just as well face that. 

Mr. Crarpy. We have all kinds of evidence on that fact, and it 
has never been controverted. I join you, Mr. Doyle. My trip last 
fall all over Europe brought me exactly the same information that 
you have. That is one of the reasons I went abroad, to find out if 
that was the fact at first hand, and it was certainly confirmed. Do 
you have any more questions, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyir. May I make this one statement, and then I will be 
through. In view of your statement that because membership in a 
party were later developed to be C ommunist led or Communist con- 
trolled, that didn’t charge everyone in that group, in that organiza- 
tion, with being a commie—I won’t agree with you. I don’t go on the 
theory of guilt by association, but if you stay in that association too 
long, some of it rubs off on you. 

Mr. Crarpy. What Mr. Doyle was saying, and what I agree with, 
is that certainly after the Duclos letter anybody who pleads that he 
didn’t know that he was in the oe Party that was dedicated 
to the destruction of this Government by force and violence is just 
telling us something that isn’t so, and it can’t be so, because everyone 
in the world was put on notice then. 

I am one who believes that anybody who ever belonged in the party 
knew that from the beginning because that has been written in the 
dogma of the party from the day it was organized and suggested by 
Karl Marx down to the present time. 
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Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Leitson, I think in light of your statement with 
regard to the Progressive Party, that I should call to your attention 
that the witness, Mrs. Churchill, testified that in the inception of the 
organization of the Progressive Party in Flint there were many per- 
sons who were members of it who were in no sense connected with the 
Communist Party, but she further testified that as time progressed, 
the leadership of the Progressive Party were those persons who were 
members of the Communist Party, and the committee has heard con- 
siderable evidence to that effect. 

I would like to know from you whether or not members of the Com- 
munist Party held official positions in the Progressive Party in Flint, 
co your knowledge. 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, the answer to that question implies that I have 
knowledge of the workings of the Progressive Party here in the city 
of Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you? 

Mr. Lerrson. Right after listening to Congressman Clardy, I can- 
not possibly answer that question. I refuse to answer it for the reasons 
previously stated. 

Mr. TavenNErR. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lerrson. Sir, I believe you asked that question before. 

Mr. TavenNeER. No, sir; I have not. 

Mr. Lerrson. Well, I was under the impression that you had. I 
refuse to answer that question for the reasons already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party 2 

Mr. Lerrson. Same answers, same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Any questions, Mr. Velde? 

Mr. Verve. Mr. Leitson, just one short question and possibly an 
observation. You possibly are familiar with the legislation w ‘hich 
is pending before the Congress of the United States at the present 
time, that being a bit of legislation that has been recommended by 
the President of the United States, which some of us believe in, which 
would grant immunity from prosecution for crimes from anything 
arising out of congressional hearing to a witness who saw fit to ts ike 
advantage of that offer of immunity. If that bill were in full force 
and effect at the present time and you were olfe red immunity, would 
you then aswer the questions that have been put to you by : ounsel ? 

Mr. Lerrson. That, sir, is a question that I could say is hypo- 
thetical. 

Mr. . Loe. It is hypothetical, yes. 

Mr. Lerrson. But I will say this, that I do not believe that taking 
the fifth amendment out of the Constitution at the request of the 
oe or at the behest of the Attorney General is a proper piece 

f legi asa, and I would, being so firmly opposed to depriving 
people of the fifth amendment which has been the heritage of our 
country since it was formed 

Mr. Vetpr. Now, Mr. Leitson, it isn’t depriving 

Mr. Lerrson. It goes against everything I believe in. 

Mr. Vener. It is not depriving the people of the fifth amendment 
whatsoever. Of course some day some legislation to that effect will 
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be passed by the Congress; I might say also, not only with reference 
to your particular case, but with reference to other cases whi h other. 
wise would have appeared here and elsewhere throughout the United 
States. It seems to me that any person who joins the C ommunis st 
Party, after the Duclos letter, as late as 1947, 1948, must be aware that 
the Attor hey General of the United States and the courts of the land, 
our congressional committees, have found that the Communist Party 
is a conspiracy designed to overthrow our form of government. 

Therefore, if he engages in Communist Party activities, he is cer- 
tainly recognized by me and I am sure by a great majority of the 
Ame lr ic an people to ria ave don ‘so or be doing’ SO voluntarily. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any further questions, Mr. Doyle ¢ 

Mr. DoyYLeE. No questions, Mr. Chairman, but —anid I don't direct 
this to you alone, Mr. Leitson, but I feel I must say te to you. You 
apparently have oreat ability, oreat resources mentally, physically. I 
invite you to look into the facts about what we have related about 
what the Communist Party in the United States is standing for if you 
dont know. I invite you to look into it, and then I invite you to get 
on the ball and fioht 1G. fight it tenaciously, because you % re a young 
mah, you are important. 


You, as a member of the bar, owe that to vour country. not to be 


lax, not to keep yourself in any association, even unintentionally, 
where you may be misunderstood. I s say it to you frankly. There 
are lot of boys 1 Korea and elsewhere who can’t do it, and I want 
eat aia uaen who ma . hear me to get on the ball and do your 
dead Coal best hones tly and in good faith to fight this thing which 


1 t | 


the cause of Korea, which is ae ause of Indochina. That is what 
1t is in Korea and Indochina, a part of the conspiracy to take over the 
ontrol militarily, economically, politically, socially, of the free world, 
and if you as a member of the bar don’t know it, it 
know it and get busy and get on the ball and fight it. 

You will pardon me for referring to you in that way, but that is just 
a way I feel as a member of the court, the same as you are, and I want 
to urge all people to do that same thing. If you don’t, some of your 
own sons and grandsons are going to be over there fighting for us. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. CLarpy. Any further questions, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr, Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I venture to make a statement 
to the witness ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. I just want to inform the witness that there have 
been instances where persons have appeared before this committee and 
have relied upon the fifth amendment and have refused to advise the 
committee of their knowledge of activities, and some of those pe ople 
have come back even as late as 2 years afterward, as an entirely vol- 
untary matter on their part, and have felt greatly relieved by having 
done so, and advised the committee, and I just want merely to say that 
if at any later time you desire to talk to the statf or any member of 
this committee, you will be heard. 

That is all I have to say. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I want to add to that this fact, that no one who has 
come before this committee and cooperated, to our knowledge, has ever 
had economic sanctions visited upon them as a result of their helping 
their government root out every tentacle of this traitorous conspiracy. 
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No one has anything to fear if he will tell the truth, if he will help 
his Government in the fight that Mr. Doyle has so eloquently described. 

The witness is excused. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Max Dean. 

Mr. Crarpy. You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you (cod ? 

Mr. Dean. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will counsel please again identify themselves? 

Mr. Newsrartr. Harry Newblatt. 

Mr. Seisy. Guy W. Selby. 

Mr. Macrer. David Magee. 

Mr. Wisrranp. Bruce Wistrand. 

Mr. Crartes Dean. Charles C. Dean. 

Mr. Dorie. Again, Mr. Chairman, I am sure you join with me in 
saying that we appreciate your taking time to come to the hearing v 
and represent your client, five busy lawyers. 


TESTIMONY OF MAX DEAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
HARRY NEWBLATT,. GUY W. SELBY, DAVID MAGEE, BRUCE 
WISTRAND, AND CHARLES C. DEAN 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 

Mr. Dean. Max Dean.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr, Dean? 

Mr. Dean. December 15, 1922. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where / 

Mr. Dean. In Flint, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Dean. Here in Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Dean. I am a justice of the peace and practicing attorney. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how long you 
have been engaged in the practice of law? 

Mr. Dean. Since August 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your educational training and prepara- 
tion for the practice of your profession ? 

Mr. Dean. I am a graduate of the Beecher High School here in 
Flint, and after that I took two years at the Central Michigan Col- 
lege of Education in Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry, I did not understand the name of the 
school. 

Mr. Dean. The Central Michigan College of Education. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your work there ? 

Mr. Dean. In 1942. . 

Mr. TavenneR. Where did you take your legal training? 

Mr. Dean. After I—I did not finish my literary training at the 
Central Michigan College. In 1942 1 entered the Navy and received 
the training of a pilot in the Naval Air Training Corps and took my 
commission in the Marine Corps Reserve. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Dean. Until January 1946. 
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Mr. TavenNeErR. Did you have service overseas ! 

Mr. Dean. Yes, I did. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. In what area ¢ 

Mr. Dean. I was in the Pacific area where I was stationed for nine 
months with a dive bomber squadron as a pilot, and at that time I 
feel I would like to inform the committee that I received two Dis- 
tinguished Flying Crosses and five Air Medals. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I wanted to give you the opportunity to say that. 

Mr. Dean. Thank you. 

Mr. Crarpy. You say you were a pilot? 

Mr. Dean. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We have something in common, at least. I have been 
one for better than 25 years, so I think I will understand your 
language. Proceed. 

Mr. Dean. About my formal education ? 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive your honorable discharge 

Mr. Dean. It was in—TI was separ: uted from the service and pro- 
cured my discharge honorably about 1952 

Mr. Taverner. When were you separ: ated from the service? 

Mr. Dean. In January of 1946 when I left the active duty with the 
Reserve. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you tell the committee, please, what you 
did upon your separation from the service ¢ 

Mr. Dean. I enrolled at the University of Michigan School of 
Literature, Science, and Arts. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many years did you engage in study at the 
University of Michigan ? 

Mr. Dean. I received my bachelor of arts degree there and then 
entered the Law School at the University of Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you receive your degree? 

Mr. Dean. In February of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you received your discharge in 1952 

Mr. Dean. Yes. 

Mr. Tavennenr. Is that correct? Was that a Reserve commission 
which you held? 

Mr. Dean. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you renew your Reserve commission ? 

Mr. Dean. No, I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attempt to renew it? 

Mr. Dean. Never. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not hold a commission now ? 

Mr. Dean. No, I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you afforded a hearing of any character in 
connection with your Reserve commission? _ 

Mr. Dean. What do you mean by that, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any action taken prior to the granting of your 
discharge with regard to your Reserve commission ? 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Dean. Yes, I received from the Marine Corps under the appro- 
priate Marine Corps regulation which was promulgated under the 
Bureau of Personnel of the Navy, which also had a directive that was 
based upon the President’s Executive order, asking me to answer cer- 
tain interrogatories, and I objected to the interrogatories and submit- 
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ted a letter of resignation criticizing the use of this method and ten- 
dered my resignation regretfully. 

I informed the commandant that I felt that he was having to do 
this because of political pressures in Washington, and I received a 
letter back from him accepting my resignation and commending me 
for my service, and he enclosed—and | received my honorable dis- 
charge from the Marine Corps at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the interrogatory which 
you would not answer ? 

Mr. Dean. The nature of the interrogatory ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Dean. It concerned the organizations which this committee 1s 


set up to investigate, I assume. I would like at this time to ask the 
~ mittee if thev would rule vy he 1 hs , sel. Mr 
ynm lt Tire vy would ruie upon the motion that my counsel, Myr. 


Wistrar l, prepared for me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We have had them for several days. Mr. Wistrand 
pila ‘ed them in our possession, They are in substance addressed to 
the jurisdiction of the committee, and they have been raised in the 
same form or substantially so many times. Those will be denied. 

Mr. ran. I wonder if the other members of the committee have 
had an opportunity to pass on that, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I passed them around the day that they got them. 
They | oked the m over. 

Mr. Dean. Iam concerned—— 
Mr. Crarpy. We had, as a matter of fact, some 5 separate ones all 
identical presented to us at one time. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Crarpy. The motien is denied. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean. ) 

\[r. LJEAN, Th > reason I renew mhiy reanest is that the composition of 
the committee has ( hanged, and I would appreciate a ruling from the 
committee sitting en bane. I know Mr. Doyle has just arrived. and 
I don’t know whether he has given my motion any consideration or 
not. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, the motion was submitted to us. we considered it. 
It will be taken under further consideration, as they always are. They 
will be in the file, and if at any time subsequent the entire committee 
decides to overrule the action of the subcommittee. that will be duly 
noted in the record. 

Mr. Dran. I would like to state in answer to the question that 
Mr. Tavenner has directed to me at this time that I do have certain 
legal objections to the proceedings which as an attorney I would like 
to make, and I believe that since the committee consists of attorneys, 
that they would be glad to indulge me that time to make those objec- 
tions 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, let me inquire. To start with. your motion was 
a motion to quash the subpena, and of course the subpena will not be 
quashed. Furthermore, it would be a moot problem. You are here, 
vou are before us, and any action that we may take on that would 
be of no moment anvhow, but now are vou addressing vourself to 
something else ? 

Mr. Dran. Yes, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, then, as questions are addressed to you, you have 
the right, and we will give you the privilege, of stating any objection 
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that you have to the particular question as it comes along. As to 
your m: aking or reading any statement in advance of answering ques- 
tions, that custom and that practice is not permitted. That is not 
to say that you cw not raise any and all proper objections to ques- 
tions as we go al But no prepared statement will be read into 
the record unless you answer the questions, not refuse to answer them, 
and then only if the committee considers what you want to read per- 
tinent to the i quiry, and at the conclusion of the hearing. 

Mr. Dean. Well, 1 would like to say to that, Mr. Chairman, that 
it is not a prepared statement. It is a motion which has been filed 
with this committee, and I assume has been made a part of this pro- 
ceedings. I am not contesting the question of the service of the sub- 
pena. I know that I was not properly informed of the adjourned 
date of the hearing. 

Mr. Crarpy. I must dispute you there, but you can make that con- 
tention if you Wish. 

Mr. Dean. I am not making that contention because I am here; 
but I do have other objections that do not go to the validity of the 
process or the ser ice of the subpena. 

Mr. Charpy. What is involved ? 

Mr. Dran. Well, it concerns the constitutional basis of the com- 
mittee, which Lt am very interested in, and I would lke to make a 
statement concerning the constitutional basis of the committee. 

Mr. Dorie. I would say to the gentleman that the high courts have 
ruled on that, and I think, Mr. Chairman, file the or ntleman’s state- 
ment with us, but we are not going to change our position in view of 
the high courts’ decision that the committee’s point is constitutional. 
The Supreme Court of the land is the best court I have ever heard of, 
not you or me, so why take the time to make an argument which will 
not ¢ oa ange our tae tic, don’ t you see. 

Mr. Cuarpy. ‘Yes: the subcommittee is unanimous on the position. 
If you Mavs something in writing you would like to file with us, we 
will accept it, but we must insist that the counsel go forward with the 
questions at this time with the understanding you may raise proper 
objections as we go along. 

Mr. Dean. All right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please, sir. Do you 
recall the question ? 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Dean. Would you have the question reread ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I will restate it. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Dean. All right, sir. 

Mr. TavenNer. My question was: Will you tell the committee, 
please, what the nature of the interrogatory was which you refused 
to answer. 

Mr. Dean. No; I do not feel at liberty to do that, sir. The com- 
munication was in the form of restricted material, and as to any of 
the details of the statement I am not at liberty to disclose them. 

Mr. CLarpy. Are you speaking now of the Presidential directive? 

Mr. Dran. No: I am not referring to the law concerned. I am 
referring to Mr. Tavenner’s question as to the nature of the inter- 
rogatories which were submitted to me. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Well, I know, but I understood you to raise the objec- 
tion th; at it was restricted material, and my question was: Are you 
relying on the Presidential directive about the release of certain classes 
of classified material ? 

Mr. Dean. No: lam not relying upon that—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. When or what are you 

Mr. Dean. I am relying upon the communication I received with 
the interrogatories which instructed me that they were confidential 
and that their nature could not be disclosed, and that is my grounds 
for my reliance. 

Mr. Criarpy. Well, that order had to do only with an unauthorized 
release: not to the Congress of the United States. I shall direct you 
to answer that question. 

Mr. Dean. Well, under direction—and I want it clearly understood 
that this is being answered solely under direction—I would like to 
state that the interrogatories asked me whether I had ever been as- 
sociated with the American Youth for Democratic Action, whether I 
had ever been associated with the National Lawyers’ Guild, and wheth- 

I had ever been associated—whether I had ever asked anyone to 
attend a Communist meeting. 

Mr. Ciuarpy. And those were the inquiries or interrogatories that 
you did not answer; is that correct ? 

Mr. Dean. That is correct. I felt that they had no right to make 
those inquiries. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you also asked the question whether or not 
you had ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Dean. No: I was not, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you been a member of the Communist Party 
prior to the time that you received that interrogatory ? 

Mr. Dean. I will make this statement. that I feel as a witness who 
has been subpenaed here, who has not appeared voluntarily, that the 
question must hb» answered in this way, that the Communist Party. 
to my knowledge, has been included among those organizations which 
are considered by this committee and the Attorney General as a sub- 
versive organization. Now I believe that the members of this com- 
mittee, since they are attorneys, will probably be agreeable—will agree 
with the statement that I feel that any citizen who has had associa- 
tions or if they have not had, if they feel that there is evidence that 
this committee has which would end to link them with the Communist 
Party. would be very foolish to answer the questions directed at their 
relationship or associations with the Communist Party. 

Now, I refuse to answer that question for all of the constitutional 
grounds which I include in my motion to quash the subpena. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that include specifically the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Dean. I would like to state my grounds, if I may. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand. ) 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, since you know we all three of us are attor- 
neys, it will not be necessary for you to argue them. You may state 
them. You may take it for gr: anted that we have a well- erounded 
knowledge of what the various amendments contain and what they 
mean, so if you tell us which ones you are relying on, you will be fully 
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protected. You will have the advantage of any argument you wish to 
make at any time in the future. 

Mr. Drawn. I shall be very brief. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Dean. I would like to ask a question of the committee as to 
whether there was majority approval to conduct the investigation. Is 
there may jority approvs al of the committee to conduct this investiga- 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t get the import of that because there is a little 
reverberation here. May I assure you, sir, under the rules of the com- 
mittee that applies in this instance, as all others, no investigation is 
commenced without the pr ior ap yproval of the vote of the entire com- 
mittee, and I might tell you, we do not undertake them unless we have 
unanimous vote, although we can do so by a majority. That applies 
here and in every other instance, despite the left-wing propaganda to 
the contrary. 

Now, proceed. 

Mr. Dean. Well, I would like to ask the committee, when this hear- 
ing commenced 

Mr. Crarpy. Wait a moment. You are supposed to be answering 
questions. I have answered that one, but from here on out I think you 
had better answer. 

Mr. Dran. The reason why I ask that, sir, is that under the rules it 
states that the purpose will be set forth, and since I wasn’t here at the 
commencement of the hearing, I 

Mr. Crarpy. The purpose of all these hearings is set forth in Public 
Law 601, always, no deviation. However, you are reading from a rule 
that applies only to the regulation of the internal affairs of the com- 
mittee and has nothing to do with this public hearing. 

Mr. Dean. Well, I had assumed that the rulings were promulgated 
co that witnesses would know what type of conduct was expected of 
them before the 

Mr. Crarpy. Public Law 601, ever since it has been on the books, 
quite a while now, has served notice on everyone as to the purposes of 
these hearings. Westay within that limitation. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. We have been requested to go outside and explore 
things that the Labor Committee and other committees should explore, 
when some of the witnesses have been on the stand, but unfortunately 
we can’t go into them. 

Now, will you proceed to ask your question, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. The witness has not answered the question. I can 
ask it again. 

Mr. Criarpy. I wish you would because there has been so much that 
happened. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Tavenner. As soon as the witness has conferred with Coun- 
sel 

Mr. Ciarpy. Restate your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. The question was whether or not you were or had 
been a member of the Communist Party at the time you refused to 
answer the questionnaire or interrogatories submitted to you by the 
Marine Corps. 
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Mr. Dean. Well, in my answer to that question in which I am refus- 
Ing to answer the le question I am st ating ny le gal grounds for so refus- 
ing, and one ot my legal oToul ds is an o bjecti on to the wording of 
Public Law 601 v ‘+h charges this committee with the duty of inves- 
tigating subversive and un-American propaganda activities. 

Now, Hii objection is that I feel those words are so vague, so con- 
troversial, so subject to interpretation, that this committee is power- 
less to proceed based upon that ] 

Mr. Tavenner. The Barsky case was a very full consideration of 


(Atthis point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee. ) 


Mr. ¢ LARDY. Do vou have uny other obje tions / 

Mr. Dean. I rely upon the Bill of Rights to the Constitution, upon 
the first amendment, the fifth amendment, including the due process 
clause, and the right not to be a witness against myself, and the other 
amendments which are appli able to the rights of citizens as opposed 


Co the roiurary power ol vovernment, 

Mr. Cuarpy. Ask your next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time that you were at the University of 
Michigan between January 1946 and February 1949 were you aware 
of the existence of an organized group of the Communist Party at 
that university / 

Mr. Dean. Mr. Tavenner, if vour ques stion is directed towards an 
awareness that stems from knowledge of the press, of the radio, of 
‘les, of a general knowledge that grows from what any 
person W ill know, my answer is “Ves.” 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of that group of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Dean. I said I was aware of the Communist activity from the 
knowledge that anyone has from re: ading the press. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you aware that the name was the Ralph 
Neafus ¢ lub of the C ommiul ist Party ¢ 

Mr. Dean. Not at that time; no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not aware at any time while you were 
at the University of Michigan—— 

Mr. Dean. I may have become aware. I believe it was well known 
in the press at that time; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of it at any time? 

Mr. Drawn. In answering that question, it is similar to the other 
question which I invoked my privileges under the fifth amendment, 
and I want to say, because I feel that there is some misunderstand- 
ing, or might be, why I do, and that is this, that the Ralph Neafus 
Club was referred to on several occasions in the Detroit hearings, and 
I think it may have been referred to here. Now I was a student at 
the University of Michigan. I feel that any question concerning 
the Ralph Neafus Club, whether I know anything about it or not, is 
a very poor question for me to answer for the reason that although 
I do not fear conviction, I feel that if I give this committee evidence 
which may tend to furnish a link in the evidence which is needed to 
found a prosecution against me, that in view of the conduct of the 
Attorney General’s office, in view of the statement made by members 
of this committee and the list that they have promulgated, that there 
could very easily—and I feel that as a lawyer, I very reasonably and 
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in good faith, invoke the privilege under the fifth amendment which 
provides that I do not have to furnish any evidence to anybody which 
could be used to found a prosecution against me. 

Now, I say I do not fear conviction for this reason, that in a court 
of law I would have the advantage of the right of convertation, the 
right of cross-examination, the common law rules of evidence, which 
would restrict most of the material that has been introduced here. 
I would have the right to subpena witnesses to help defend me. I 
would have a right to present before the body which is searching for 
the truth facts within the framework of what lawyers especially have 
come to regard as the American system of jurisprudence. I would 
not have to face this sort of one-sided i inquiry where people are smeared 
by questions. You don’t even have witnesses, and that is why I object. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, in view of all you have said and all the rights 
you woul 1 have in court, then why do you fear to tell us the honest 
truth, because obviously with all of the advantages you have recited, 
when once you get into court, if you do, you would have ample pro- 
tection from your own recitation. 

Mr. Dean. Mr. Clardy, I have been very aware of what is going 
in this country since the last war. i mean, | read quite a deal, I 
read the daily newspaper, and I am quite acquis uinted with the atti- 
tude that people have in this country, and I don’t agree with it; I 
think that the day will come when we will be able to settle our di»r- 
ences, when we will be able to trust our neighbors, we will be able to 
vote at the polls and decide all the issues that we want to decide in 
that way, but as long as some people are being persecuted, that are 
sent to jail for their beliefs, I feel that a person is very unwise, and 
as a lawyer I think that you will agree with me, that if I know any- 
thing or not, that it is a very wise person who claims the privilege of 
the fifth amendment today. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No, I do not agree with you. No honest person giving 
a truthful answer need fear anything at the hands of his Government. 
I differ violently with you, sir. You are ill advised as a lawyer to try 
to convince them in this community that yours is a sound stand. It 
definitely is not. . , 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean and 
Mr. Magee.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you proc ‘eed with your quest ions ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of the membership 
report of student organizations for the spring semester 1946-47 at 
the University of Michigan relating to the Michigan Youth for Demo- 
cratic Action. Will you examine it, please? Will you look at line 
6 and tell the committee, please, whose name appears there. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand and Mr. 
Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Is there a question pending, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean, Mr. 
Selby, and Mr. Newblatt. ) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Dean. I have never seen this document before. 

Mr. TavennerR. That is not an answer to my question. Do you 
recall the question ? 
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Mr. Dean. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was, Will you examine line | 6 of the 
document and state whose name appe: ars there ? 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it, please? 

Mr. Dean. I have examined it, Mr. Tavenner. I would like to 
say that this is your exhibit. I have never seen it before. If you wish 
anything read from it, I think that you should. 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, he hasn’t asked you to read it. He has merely 
asked you to inspect it and tell us about one little simple thing. Now, 
are vou refusing to do that ? 

Mr. Dean. I am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not true that on line 6 of that record of mem- 
bership that there appears the name Max Dean? 

Mr. Dean. Is that question directed at me? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Dean. Well, as I stated before, it is your exhibit, and I believe 
if you wish any evidence to be read into the record from it, that you 
should do that. 

Mr. Crarpy. He is not asking you to read anything. He is asking 
you if it isn’t a fact, however, that your name, Max Dean, does appear 
on a certain line of that partic ‘ular piece of paper. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Dore. May I ask the young lawyer there, you certainly don’t 
object to the form of that question on the ground that it would be 
incompetent in a court of law ? 

Mr. Dean. Yes, I do. I do not think it has been authenticated or 
identified, and I object. 

Mr. Doyze. It is only a question of whether or not a name appears 
there. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand and Mr. 
Magee. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please answer the question, if you are 
ready ? 

Mr. Dean. Well, I feel that it is a question of principle here, of 
legal procedure, and there has been no identification or authentica- 
tion of this document. 

Mr. Dorie. May I interrupt? You know full well this is not a 
court of law and we don’t pretend to be. Mr. Chairman, I move the 
witness be instructed to answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are, and 

Mr. Doytr. I think it is a frivolous way to answer that question, 
Tam frank tosay. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is more than frivolous. I think you have had 
enough experience as a lawyer to recognize contempt when you see it. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Crarpy. In this instance we are merely asking you if it isn’t 
a fact that the name Max Dean appears on a certain line on that 
document. 

Mr. Dean. On line 6 the name Dean, Max appears. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am sorry, I did not understand. 

Mr. Dean. Dean comma Max. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of that organiz: ation in 1946? 

Mr. Dean. What organization are you referring to, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. The heading of which appears at +a top of the 
page, Michigan Youth for Democratic Action. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean and 
Mr. Magee. ) 

Mr. Dean. It is my understanding that that organization is listed 
on the Attorney General’s list, and therefore I invoke my privelege 
under the fifth amendment and decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action 
an affiliate of the American Youth for Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Dean. I rest upon my privilege under the fifth amendment not 
to answer that question for the reasons I have stated previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t the reason for your refusal to answer the 
interrogatories submitted to you by the Marine Corps the fact that 
you were a member of the American Youth for Democracy at. the 
Unive rsity of Michigan and that that organization was an affiliate of 
the American Youth for Democracy ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Dean. I would like to Say in answer to that question that the 
organization was, to my knowledge, one that is listed on the Attor- 
ney General’s list and that, as I recall it, there were many organiza- 
tions on the University of Michigan campus which were authorized 
by the dean of students, and these organizations were given the privi- 
leges of the university; they were afforded the right to use university 
property; they had the right to use the men’s union and other build- 
ings, and as a condition of that right these organizations were re- 
quired to file lists of students with the dean of students office. Now 
there are a very many organizations on the University of Michigan 
campus, and I find that many of them have also been listed on ‘the 
Attorney General's list. Now, because of that listing I refuse to an- 
swer any questions in connection with that organization, and I rely 
upon my rights under the fifth amendment to ‘the Federal Constitu- 
tion in so doing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Jack Gore appear before the committee of the 
student affairs and argue the matter and present data on the Ameri- 
can Youth for Democracy in connection with a request for the Michi- 
gan Youth for Democratic Action to become affiliated with it ? 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee. ) 

Mr. Dean. I have no knowledge of that sir, 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence for identification onl 
the photostatic copy of the membership report referred to and a 
that it be marked “Dean exhibit No. 1,” and I desire also to introduce 
in evidence as Dean exhibit No. 2, minutes of the meetings of the com- 
mittee of student council affairs for January 24, 1946, reflecting that 
Mr. Gore appeared before the committee to present data regarding 
affiliation with the American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They will be received. 

( Photostatic copy of membership report, marked “Dean exhibit No. 
1,” for identification, was received in evidence.) ? 
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os of committee of student council affairs for 
4. 1946, marked “Dean exhibit No. 2.” was received in evi- 


; Tavi N NER. I desire now also to offer in evidence for identifi t 


ter of April 26, 1947, signed Alexander C. Ruthven, ad 
to Miss Hat ret R itner. president of the Michigan Youth for 
atic Action, Ann Arbor, Mich., which reads as follows: 


Miss RarNeR: Evidence which it is impossible to disregard indicates 
\metr n Youth for Democracy has become conspicuously identified 
munist influences This has resulted in widespread criticism of its 

only by the genet public, but by the law enforcement agencies 
‘ ( he I ited Stat 
higan Youth for Democratic Action is an affiliate of the American 

r Democracy In the circumstances, therefore, the Michigan Youth 
erat \ction is performing a disservice to the educational and other 
f e | versity of Michigs For this reason its recognition as a 


vy student organization is hereby withdrawn 


Were you acquainted with Jack Gore in 1946 7 


|. for the same reasons that I have stated. 
\VENNER. Did you become a member of an organization on 
pus known as committee for civil rights? 
kan. I have no recollection. I know that I was very inter- 


| civil rights, and it may be that I did. T don’t recall it. 


(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 
Mr. T VEN NER. | hand you a photostatic copy of t] e me mbershin list 


for The 


ommittee of the university, and I will ask vou to examine it 


and see if it does not refresh your recollection ? 


Mr 


the 
(‘iy 
tion 


] 


* Dean. Does it refresh my recollection? 1 note on the head of 


tT 


1 
} 


doc 


e 
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ument the words “n embership list for the Committee of the 


ahts Congress” and congress is deleted. Now. to my informa- 
Civil Rights Congress has been characterized as a subversive 


organization by the Attorney General of the United States. and I be- 


ave misstated that, it was changed from Civil Ri 


Mr. . . 
Guild while a student at the University of Michigan ? 
Mr. Drawn. I believe that the National Lawyers’ Guild is presently 


litigati 


versh 


were 


Re 


ta 
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lieve that it has been named as such by this committee and by other 
gover! mental agencies. Now, 1 king that statement does not mean 
to imply that I agree in anyway with the decision made by those 
govel mental agencies, but because of their decision I refuse to an- 


swer the question and hase my refusal upon my right against self- 


1ation under the fifth amendment. 
‘LARDY. As a matter of fact, the designation of that group, the 


ittee for Civil Rights was changed to that of Civil Rights Con- 
_ was it not. as show! from the top of the document ? 


hts Congress 


rr 


t of Committee for Civil Rights. 

Mr. Dean. It appears so from the document, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall why that was done? 

Mr. Dean. Ihave no independent recollection of this. 

Tavenner. Were you also a member of the National Lawyers’ 


e 
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gy the right of the (Attorney General to determine it. to be a sub- 
organization in the District Court of Columbia. I think they 
ven an injunction by the circuit court of appeals enjoining the 
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Attorney General from listing them as a subversive organization until 
there could be final hearings on the merits as to where the law under 
which he acted was constitutional or not. Now because of the attempt 
made | V the Attorney General to name the National Law yers’ Guild a 
subversive organization, I am refusing to answer that question. Now, 
in doing so I] a not want anyone on this committee to get the impres- 
sion that I feel that the National Lawyers’ Guild is anything other 
than an honorable bar association, on the same plane as the American 
Bar Association. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I want the record to show that I emphatically differ 

with your statement on that score, sir, but I want to als¢ ) point out 
definitely that if you are not a member of that cnsaitidanitehe it doesn’t 
nake a bit of difference what the Attorney General may say. If you 
sae any apprehensions of being convicted of a crime because you 
belong to the organization, I think as a lawyer you must know better 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee. ) 

(At this point Mr. Dean confe rred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
the Communist Party endeavored to exercise any influence or control 
over any one of the organizations which I have discussed with you, 
namely, the Michigan Youth for Democratic Action, the Committee for 
Civil Rights, and the National Lawyers’ Guild ? 

Mr. Dean. Mr. ‘Tavenner, 1 want to repens the objection I made 
before and the reasons in refusing to answer that question. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. C harles Dean. ) 
(At this point Mr. Dean conferred w ith Mr. Selby. 
(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Ne ‘bs latt. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you have occasion in the year (94 19 to travel 
abroad ? 

Mr. Dean. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you apply for a passport on the 17th day of 
January 1949? 

Mr. Dean. ] applied for a passport. I do not recall the date. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a passport bearing 
the date of January 17, 1949, and ask you to state whether or not you 
recognize it as a copy of your passport ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. DEAN. The documents which you presented to me and which I 
now hold in my hand appear to be an application for a passport by 
myself. 

‘Mr. TAavenner. Where does it state that you intended to travel. 
You will see it on the second page. In what countries? 

Mr. Dean. To France, possibly a visit to England, Spain, and Italy. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what countries did you travel under the pass- 
port that was issued on that application / 

Mr. Dean. I traveled to France, to Switzerland, to Austria, to 
Hungary, to Italy, and that is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your purpose in traveling to Hungary ? 

Mr. Dean. I was very curious as to what was going on in Hungary. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was it that aroused your curiosity ? 

Mr. Dran. The comment in the press. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Comment regarding what? 
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(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee.) 

Mr. Dean. I think the reason is probably the same reason that Mr. 
Clardy made his trip abroad, and I think it is a desire to go to a foreign 
country. I would like to state that as long as I can remember I have 
wanted to travel abroad and especially to Europe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, to get right at the point, did you attend the 
Second Wor ld Youth Con oress at Budape st ¢ 

Mr. Dean. I don’t recognize the name. I attended the Second 
World Youth Festival, I believe it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Festival? 

Mr. Dean. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. What was that ? 

Mr. Dean. It was a youth festival of organizations all over the 
world that attended in Budapest. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It was a Communist meeting, wasn’t it ? 

Mr. Dean. I am not competent to give that answer that you desire 

1 that re spect. I feel that my opinion would be based on conjecture. 
li would have no probative v: alue. I would not be willing to charac- 
terize it as such. There were peop yle there from all over the world. 

Mr. Doyxe. Did you go as a represe ntative or a de ‘legate from any 
organization in the United States? If you did, what group or organ- 
ization ¢ 

(Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room at 
this point.) 

Mr. Dean. I would like to explain for the committee’s information 

hat I was graduated from law school in 1949, and that I planned 
on getting married, and I did so get married in March, and immedi- 
ately following my marriage I took the bar examination, and as soon 
thereafter, I had arranged for transportation to Europe, and while 
in Europe I had an opportunity to go to Hungary. As you know, 
at that time, American citizens could not travel to Yugoslavia, but 
unywhere else in Europe it was perfectly legal. I had no reason to 
believe that subsequently at a hearing like this that I would have to 
account for it. I as thousands of other American citizens have done 
have traveled to countries all over the world. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, witness, we wouldn’t ask you that question if 
we didn’t have reason to believe that you were actually intending to 
visit this Communist congress as a representative of the Communist 
group in this country. That question would not have been addressed 
to you if we did not have reason to believe that that was the probable 
fact. Now, you are given an opportunity to say all you want about it. 

( At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Dran. I would like to say that where it asked for countries to 
be visited I put down France, possibly visit to England, Spain, and 
Italy. I did not go to England, as much as I would have liked to. 
[ did not go to Spain. I did go to Italy three times. Now I also 
went to Switzerland, which was not on my list, and I went to Austria 
which was not on my list. I was on this trip for 15 months. The 
trip to Budapest was 2 weeks. I feel that it is improper, I mean 
it is not right actually to have to answer these questions, but I will 
because I have a reputation that I want to protect, and I feel that 
this hearing will be very harmful to me, and therefore I answer these 
questions that I can. 
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Mr. Dorie. May I say this, in sens Tan oan I assume that 
you knew you were going to attend the festival before you left this 
country, or if you didn’t know it before you left, you got word while 
you were in travel and that you had the honor or responsibility of 
representing some American group because you have stated that it 
was a world group. It was a conference, so I am just asking you 
what your honor was. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee.) 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Dean. Well, I want to explain it in this Way: That 1 would 
like to have traveled to many countries. I was in Frances possibly 3 
months, and to the best of my recollection it must have occurred 1 
this way: That the opportunity presented itself. You know, the 
situation in France is quite different than it is here. I mean people 
feel differently about things. I mean, to my recollection the Com- 
munist Party niust have got 25 percent of the vote. I mean they don’t 
have this atmosphere, so there were advertisements all over Paris 
concerning this festival. Now, my funds were limited and this was 
an opportunity to make a trip to Hungary, and I wanted to go and 
my wife went with me. It was part of an extended honeymoon, and 
we made the trip. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Who financed the trip to the festival ? 

Mr. Dean. We did, out of our own funds. 

Mr. Ctarpy. Nobody paid any portion of it at all. 

Mr. Dean. Who do you mean, sir? 

Mr. Criarpy. I mean just that, did any organization, any group, 
any person pay any part of it ? 

Mr. Dean. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Crarpy. None whatever ? 

Mr. Dean. None whatever. 

Mr. Dorie. Now may I ask you to come back to my original ques- 
tion. In attending this festival did you go as a delegate or representa- 
tive or did you represent over there as a delegate or representative 
from any American youth or young persons’ organization. 

Mr. Dean. To the best of my recollection I think that whatever 
country you came from, that you were characterized as an American 
delegate or a Swiss delegate. Now, that is as far as I can recall any 
characterization of delegate status. 

Mr. Doyie. I am not asking what they designated you as. I am 
asking you what you were representing. Were you representing some 
group in the United States ? 

Mr. Dean. No; I was not. 

Mr. Dorie. You weren’t sent as a delegate of any group of the 
United States ? 

Mr. Dean. Not to the best of my recollection; I was not. 

Mr. Dorie. You certainly would remember that wonderful festival 
over there and whether or not you went asa delegate. 

Mr. Dean. Well, I primarily wanted to go to Hungary, and I don’t 
recall—I went to an organization in Paris to the best of my recollec- 
tion, that was advertised, and I think that I m: iy. have corresponded 
with the people they told me to go to qualify, and I think I may 
have done that, but I have no independent recollection as to— 
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Mr. Dorie. Who did they tell you to correspond with in the United 
State n order ti qualify, and wh o did you correspond with in the 
United States in order to qualify? 

Mr. Dean. I do not recall. 

Mr. Dorie. You don’t ? 

Mr. Drawn. I do not. 

Mr. Doytr. How many years ago was that ? 

Mr. Dean. That must have been 5 years ago. 

Mr. Dorie. You had just bee n married and taken her abroad to a 
festival and you don’t remember how you got there? 

ws Dran. I remember very well how I went. I don’t recall the 
details of all the arrangements, sir. 

Mr . Dorie. I withdraw that last part, Mr. Chairman. I just can’t 
conceive of a young man of your brilliancy not remembering who you 
corresponded with in the United States 5 years ago in order to be an 
official delegate to that conference. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Magee and Mr. Charles 
Dean. . 

Mr. Dorie. See if you can’t scratch your memory a little bit and 
help us out on that. please. c 

Mr. Dean. I want to state that I am answering these questions as 
fully d fairly and as honestly as I can. Now, when I say that I do 
not recollect, that is a fact, and I do not recollect. You see, I did not 
attach the terrible significance to my deeds that you seem to attach. 


Mr. Doyir. Well, it so happen that we have knowledge of the fact 
that certain youth festivals and confe ‘rences over there about those 
years were the direct fountainhead of pretty active young C ommunist 
activity in the United States, so our question was not impertinent. It 
is very important, because you were present right at that fountain- 
head. 


At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Criarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you address your letter to the city of Detroit? 

Mr. Dean. What was that, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. I say did you address the letter to which you re 
ferred to the city of Detroit? 

Mr. Dean. What letter are you referring to? 

Mr. Tavenner. The letter that you referred to in regard to your 
ment asa delegate. 

. Dran. Well, I have never made the statement that I was ap 
pointed a delegate. I said that the people who went referred to each 
other as delegates from the country from which they came. 

Mr. Crarpy. You said you had to qualify, and in order to qualify to 

n, vou had written a letter to someone. 

Mr. Dean. I said that I may have, that I may have written a letter. 
[ do not recall. IT do not have an independent ‘recollection. 

Mr. Charpy. Well, do you recall that you couldn’t get into the festi- 
val unless you did qu: alify .as you term it? 

Mr. Dran. My recollection, as near as I can remember, is that the 
ee who attended the festival applied for visas or passports in the 
country of their origin and that I was in France at the time, and to 
the best of my recollection I had to make no arrangements other than 
apply for a Hungarian visa at the Hungari: an consulate in Paris. Now 


(ret 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 5667 


is to the possibility t that I may have corresponded with someone, that 
5 poss! ible, but I do not reeall it. 
Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 
Mr. ‘TavenNer. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. Dean. That question is similar to the ones that I answered con- 
cerning the student organizations at the University of Michigan, and 
[ feel that in view of the many Smith Act convictions, that a person, 
whether he has been a member or not, would be very unwise to answer 
this Guestion for fear that he may be subjected to an unwarranted prose- 
cution. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
at any time in the past ¢ 
Mr. Dean. And I give the same answer to that question that I have 
given ‘to earlier questions. 
Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Crarpy. Do either of you gentlemen have any additional ques- 


tions ¢ 


Mr. Ve tpr. No questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. 

Mr. Doyur. Just a moment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. 1 beg your pardon. I thought you said no questions. 
lam getting a little bit hasty here. 

Mr. Doytr. I know you were in the room here when I was ques 
tioning Max Dean just ahead of you. 

Mr. Dean. Iam Max Dean, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. I beg your pardot ) with Mr. Leitson. I think you were 
here and heard my discussion with him. Did you hear that, my dis 
ussion with him ? 

Mr. Dean. Yes: I did, sir. 

Mr. Doyue. I think I will not take time, Mr. Chairman, with this 
voung lawyer in the same manner. 

(At this point Mr. Dean conferred with Mr. Wistrand.) 

Mr. Dorie. If you will pay attention to me for a minute, I wil 
ippreciate it, but if you want to consult with counsel, go ahead, and 
when you are through _— to me for just 1 minute, will you ¢ 

Mr. Dean. All right, s 

(At this point Mr. Deal conferred with Mr. Charles Dean.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. In view of the fact that you heard my extemporaneou 
remarks to Mr. Le itson, I will not take the time of the committee or of 
listinguished counsel to re peat them, excepting may | urge you, young 
nan, aS a member of the | ar, and I am the Same, as you know. that if 
vou have no knowledge of the fact that the American Communist 
Party, the underground corps, is today advocating the forceful and 
violent overthrow of our form of government as a result of those 11 
or 12 jury case convictions in Federal court in the last 2 years in our 
country. If you don’t think that is significant enough, in your pro 
fessional and private life, if that doesn’t jeopardize in your mind our 
country sufficiently to make you get out and vigorously oppose the 
pl hilosop! LV of the American Communist P arty, then I don’t understand 
what in God’s name your oath as a member of the bar means. I am 
saying that very earnestly and very sincerely to you. I am not criti 
cizing you, believe me, but I am saying to you as an elder American 
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citizen, as a Member of Congress, as a member of the American bar 
and State bar. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Doyze. I am on the State bar legislative committee of the 
State Bar of California right now and have been for several years, 
even though I have been in Washington 8 years, I want to urge you 
to put yourself in the position, as promptly as you can, where you are 
known as a leader against the Communist conspiracy. One thing 
more. We have frequent cases where young men your age and young 
ladies your age come before this committee and frankly say, sure, I 
was a member of the Communist Party back in 1947, and 1948, sure 
I was a member is by Communist cell at the University of Michigan 
or Pennsylvani ‘ Chicago or Harvard or some place else, yes, I 
was studying the shilesaphy of Karl Marx. I was interested as a 
student in philosophy, social sciences, but I got my belly full when 
I saw what it resulted in, and I am here to help the United States 
Congress clean up on aan m. Now, that is the position I hope that the 
young people of America will get into that have been temporarily 
misguided and misled by the Communist philosophy. I am not trying 
to lecture you personally, sir. I am just speaking out of the heart 
and mind. You happen to be in the witness chair. 

Mr. Dean. Well, Mr. Doyle, may I say this: That I have never ad- 
vocated the overthrow of this Government by force and violence. 

Mr. Doyte. I feel that is true, sir, but let me be equally frank with 
you. I feel you have been so darned close to some of those that have, 
see, and that still do, sir. If you aren’t careful, some of that mud 
and slime and treason will rub off on you. 

Mr. Dean. I wanted to add that if I ever have any knowledge of 
anyone who does advocate force and violence, that I will acquaint the 
proper authorities. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, if you happen to have any relationship whatso- 
ever to the Communist Party, you must know that that group advo- 
cates precisely what Congressman Doyle is talking about. Don’t kid 
yourself into thinking that you can be a member or that you can asso- 
ciate with it and not go along with that philosophy, because that is 
the heart and tenor. Witness dismissed. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Martin Trachtenberg. 

Mr. Crarpy. Raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear that 
the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Be seated. Counsel will identify himself. 

Mr. Prone. My name is Bernard Probe, office of the National Bank 
Building, Detroit. 


TESTIMONY OF MARTIN TRACHTENBERG, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, BERNARD PROBE 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. Tracutenserc. Martin Trachtenberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your name, . please ? 

Mr. TracuTenserc. T-r-a-c-h-t-e-n-b-e- r-g, M-a-r-t-i-n. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What relation are you, if any, to Alexander 
Trachtenberg ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. Will you identify that person, please ‘ 

Mr. Crarpy. Are you rel: ited to anyone by the name of Alexander 
Trachtenberg ? 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred w ith Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. TrRacHTENBERG. You will have to make a more definite relation 
ship there. I have relatives throughout the country. I may be fatally 
related, although I am not sure, so I wish you would make a more 
definite relationship, please. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We are having you establish that, Witness. Proceed, 
Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Alexander Trachtenberg to whom you refer 
has been a member of the national committee of the Communist Party 
in the United States. 

Mr. TracurensercG. Would you please make a definite relationship 
of this person to me so I can know what relationship you are talking 
about ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you are in a better position to know rela- 
tionship than Lam. I have identified the individual, and I am asking 
you to state now whether or not there is any relationship between 
you and him ¢ 

Mr. ‘Tracurenserc. The reason I am raising these questions is that 
certain General Motors foremen have been injecting into the plant that 
this man is my father. My father has been dead for 10 years. There- 
fore, who knows what stoolpigeon you may get up here to testify that 
he is some clistant relationship to me, so I wish you would make a 
more definite relationship so I can answer this question effectively. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, you direct the witness to 
answer. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes; I direct that you answer that question. 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. ‘Tracurenserc. I would like to refuse to answer that question 
on the following grounds: First, I feel that 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Tracnrenserc. I would like to refuse that question on the fol 
lowing ground. We may as well get this straight right now. I will 
not answer any questions relating to any individuals, organizations 
or so forth because I in turn feel I cannot answer any questions on the 
oe grounds 

Mr. Ciarpy. May we pause just a moment. That and so forth 
covers every question that could possibly be asked, so are you saying 
you are not going to answer any more questions of th e committee ? 

Mr. ‘TracnrenperG. I am giving my reasons why I cannot answer 
this question, not any more questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you made a very broad statement th: at it included 
anything including the time of d: ay and I want to see if vou are really 
meaning it that way or if you are just being facetious with us. 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. No, this committee throws around a lot of 
broad statements. I think you could excuse me one. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. Give your reasons. 

Mr. Tracnrennerc. I have here the articles of the Bill of Rights, 
first 10 amendments, and you gentlemen have stated that you are mem- 
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bers of the bar, a couple of times today, so I am sure that you are 
familiag with these. 
Ir. Crarpy. I think we can take that for oranted. 
Ir. TrRacnTenserc, Article 1—well sometimes I can’t the way you 
abuse the privileges. 

Mr. Crarpy. You don’t have to read them. You are invoking all 
of the 10 articles, are vou? 

Mr. TrRacHrTenserG. Please don’t put words in my mouth. Is this 
mv hearing or 1s 1t yours ¢ 
Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, I am conducting it, as you may know. 
Mr. Tracurenserc. This is my hearing. 


Mr. Crarpy. Listen to me, please. Are you invoking all 10 of the 


cdments 4 


Mr. Tracutrenrerc. I am invoking all 10 of the amendments, the 
entire Constitution, which you men are disavowing right here in this 
hearing room, and anything else that the American people feel that 
you people are throwing into the wind. 

Mr. Dorie. Just a minute. Just a minute, please. You can’t sit 
there before a committee that I am on and tell me that I am disavow 

o the United States Constitution. 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe. ) 

Mr. Doyt E. Without me stopping you because it 1s absolutely false. 
It is insulting, and you know it. 

Mr. Crarpy. Of course it was intended that way, but my hide is 
getting pretty tough. I have had so many of those barbs. Yours ought 
to be tougher after all the years you have been on it here. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born / 

Mr. TracHTenperc. Jersey City, N. J., 1923, June 3. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. TracHTenperc. 1805 West Pasadena. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pasadena ? 

Mr. Tracurensenrc. Pasadena, not California, Mr. Doyle, Flint. By 
the way, how is California, far away ? 

Mr. Doyir. Beautiful, best State in the Union. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That statement is out of order, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyie. Don’t strike it from the record. 

Mr. TracuTenserG. Just a little friendly conversation. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I will say hurray for Michigan right now. Proceed, 
Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation / 

Mr. TRAcCHTENBERG. I am an employee of Buick Motor Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been employed by Buick Motor 
Co. ? 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. Approximately five years. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you begin your employment? That 
would be in 1949, I assume, but what month during the year, or was 
it in 1948? 

Mr. TracuTenserG. That was in May 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Tracutrenperc. Well, before this committee I feel that this is a 
dangerous statement because I understand that you know that Con- 
eressman Velde made the statement that the basis of all communism 
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and socialism influences is the education of the people. When he 
voted against mobile library service for the rural areas, so I feel that 
you fellows are really going for 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, witness, you know that that has no relation- 


ship whatever to the question. You are being del berately Imperti- 
nent. You know it; we know it. The audience knows it. See if you 
can't be a gentleman fron n here on out. Will you proceed, Mr. Taven 
ner. If it proves diflicult for you, maybe we can help you. 


Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee, please, what your 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. Chairmat 

Mr. Ciarpy. Never mind, wait until the question is submitted and 
we will ask you to answer it. 

Mr. ‘TRACHTENBERG. Well, I would say 

Mr. Cuarpy. | enjoin you to silence. We are going to proceed with 
the juestion, Now ask the questio n. Mr Tavenner. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Tell the sountadiaii please, what your educational 
training has been. 

Mr. Tracutrenserc. I repeat I would normally relate this education 
but under the circumstances, Velde will incriminate me. 

Mr. Cuarpy. If there is any incrimination, you will have to do it 
yourself. Now, are you refusing to answer? 

Mr. TracHrenperc. Are you making an in flammatory statement, 
chairman ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you refusing to answer? 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I would like to consult counsel. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think you should. 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. I have had approximately 2 years of college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Tracutrensere. Is this question pe rtine nt to this inquiry ¢ 

Mr. Criarpy. It would not have been asked had it not been so deemed. 
You are directed to answer it. 

Mr. Tracurenperc. Then I use the privileges accorded me under 
the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the United States to refuse 
to answer this question which you asked. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. By that you mean it might tend to incriminate you 
to state where you received your 2 years of college v ork. 

Mr. TracutTenserc. Now, Mr. — 

Mr. TavenNeR. Or approximately 2 years 

Mr. TRacnTeNBERG. Mr. Tavenner, you fellows are lawyers. You 
know that Bill of Rights was written to defend the innocent. What 
are you talking about incrimination. If you guys got anything against 
me, get me up before a court of le oral proce edure and press the ehar reves 
where I can cross-examine my accusers. What is all this business 
about incriminating me? I am innocent and this Bill of Rights is 
defending me against guys who plan to take my rights away, and so 
I am refusing to answer that question on the entire Bill of Rights 
especially the fifth amendment and the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask you, please, a pointblank question. Do I 
understand that you are refusing to answer this question of where 
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you went to college for 2 years on the grounds that it might incriminate 
you in some way! | just want to make it clear, because I have never 
heard of such 

At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Doyie. Never heard of such a foolish—I don’t mean foolish. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Absurd. 

Mr. Tracurenserc. Absurd—I would like to answer that ques- 
tion, Congressman. 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I asked the question if this question was per 
tinent to the inquiry, and you said yes, and you meant your investigat 
ing subversive activities so obviously you got some kind of line that 
some stool pigeon will back it up so therefore I refuse to answer the 
question. It isasimple thing. ILamastraight guy. Iam just trying 
to get right to the point. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, the only way that you could in any way be 
incriminated would be for you to now ac knowledge that you sttended 
some school dedicated to instruction in criminal activities. Now, 1 
there is any respectable institution in the United States that iia 
attended for a couple of year, you can’t possibly incriminate yourself 
by telling us so, and no implication can be drawn from it. 

Mr. TracuHTrenserc. I am—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Now, will you tell us—you are directed: Will you 
tell us the identity of the school you attended ? 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I stated in the statement that I put out to the 
workers in the shop that I will not cooperate with this committee in 
any way because I feel it is destroying my rights as an American citi- 
zen. Therefore I will not answer that question under the privileges 
that I have previously stated. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Allright. Pass on, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you serve in the Armed Forces of the United 
States during the period of the war? 

Mr. TrRAcHTENBERG. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what years? 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. 1943 to 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. After 1946 did you attend school at the University 
ef New Mexico? 

Mr. TracnTenverc. Mr. Tavenner, are these questions directed in 
confusing me or enlightening the inquest here. All I said, that I am 
not going to name any names of anything, any organizations or any 
people. I will not cooperate with this committee in destroying the 
sill of Rights and the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend college at any time prior to your 
voing into the armed services in 1943 ? 

Mr. ‘Tracnrenserc. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
erounds that I have stated before. 

Mr. Doytr. Did I understand, counsel, the witness to say, that this 
isan inquest. TI thought that only referred to where there was a death. 
You are not dead. You are very much alive, I take it. 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I am sorry, Congressman. T cut off part of it. 
I meant inquisition. 

Mr. Doytr. I see. 
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Mr. Curarpy. Well, that isa familiar Communist word. 

Mr. Dorie. At least that is between live people. 

Mr. TracuTenserc. Shall we have a repartee here or is it only 
limited to you ¢ 

Mr. Charpy. You seem to be doing pretty well. 

Mr. Tracurenserc. You direct questions to me and I will try to 
answer them to the best of my ability but I wish you wouldn't get 
your publicity points. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is for your instruction. Now will you ask him 
the question, Mr. Tavenner / 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first come to Flint ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. In the early part of 1949. That was not after 
August by the way. There seems to be an attempt for a conspiracy 
here, lining up every New Yorker that ever come to Flint at a certan 
point, so— 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you living before you came to Flint in 
the early part of 1949 4 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I will not give my dates or places—for the 
reasons I have stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned New York, were you living in New 
York ¢ 

Mr. Tracutenserc. I will not give any locations, names, places, or 
people, persons, organizations, or anything to abet this committee in 
its attempt to destroy the labor unions of the United States and the 
democracies that the people have now. 

Mr. Doyte. Now just a minute, Mr. Counsel. I want to counter 
your statement right there because it is—— 

Mr, TracurenserG. Are you asking me a question 

Mr. Doyie. I am not asking you a question. I am telling you 
something. You have made a statement just there which is not 
founded on fact, and I believe you know it is not founded on fact. 
Neither this committee nor I as a member of it certainly have any 
intention directly or indirectly of harming organized labor of the 
United States. You have heard me say in this room that I have 
always received their endorsement, AF L and the right wing of the 
CIO. The only people in organized labor that don’t like me nor 
this committee, generally speaking, are those who are there to take 
over control if they can for the Communist conspiracy, and those 
are the unpatriotic American citizens in labor unions that we are 
after, the labor unions that don’t want them. 

Mr. Tracrrenserc. Mr. Doyle, will you permit me the courtesy 
of answering that ? 

Mr. Crarpy. No, witness, you will not be given any more time 
than your conduct deserves, and it doesn’t deserve that. 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Tavenner, will you proceed with further ques 
tions. Let us goon and finish this as quickly as we can. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you arranged for employment at the Buick 
plant prior to your arriving in Flint ? 

Mr. Tracutenpnerc. Mr. Tavenner, if you have ever worked for a 
living—I am not implying anything here—but you will understand, 
and previously I have worked all over the country on naval bases 
and ferry command bases. My patriotism wasn’t questioned but if 
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you have ever worked and you have a wife and a child coming up 
you know that when you go look for a job you go to the place you 
hear that they are hiring. In 1949 and anybody who was here will 
test fy to that. except maybe Mr. Clardy wasn't interested in unem 
ployment at that time, either, you will hear that Flint was the only 
city in Michigan at that time that was employing people, so I came 
to Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. Purely to get employment ? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. Well, what would I come to Flint for. What 
are you implying / 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I want to ask you whether or not you came 
here as part of any plan on the part of the Communist Party to infil- 
trate the unions in Buick, in the Buick plant ? 

Mr. Tracutrensnerc. Now 

Mr. Tavenner. That is to be specific. 

Mr. Tracnrenserc. Mr. Tavenner, counsel, when groups go to 
destroy labor unions they don’t come out and say they are going to 
destroy the labor unions. When Hitler wanted to take over Ger- 
many he hit at Communists and the Jews and knocked out labor 
unions and set up his little dictatorship, stoolpigeons and Reichstag 
fire and 

Mr. Crarpy. That has gone far enough. 

Mr. Tracutenpera. Is this hitting too close, Congressman ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. That has gone far enough. You will subside sir: no 
more Communist haraneue from the witness stand. Now come back 
and answer the question. 

Mr. TracutTenrerc. I would just like 

Mr. Crarny. Your imprudence is beyond belief if I hadn’t wit- 
nessed it, now you will vou confine yourself to answering the questions 
directly ? 

Mr. Tracntenrerc. I will answer the question, but IT would just 
like to say. vou are putting words into my mouth and I protest this 
entire hearing. 

Mr. Crarpy. I am not putting words into your mouth and I am not 
trying to put anything into vour head. I am telling you to answer 
directly. 

Mr. Tracnurenserc. You are not letting me get my views across, 
I am sorry. 

Mr. Criarpy. T am not going to let you get Communist views across 
anv further today. Now come down to earth. Answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Crarpy. If vou refuse to do so, we are going to pass on, but 
this tirade of yours has gone too far. 

Mr. Tracurennerc. If this committee here considers it a plan to 
support a family and get work and get food, then I guess I came in 
on this sort of a plan, you see. because I had a familv coming up. 

Mr. Crarpy. Pass on, Mr. Tavenner. I will consider that a refusal 
to answer your question. I have a question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Al] right. sir. 

Mr. Crarpy. I note vou came to town at approximately the same 
time, within a matter of weeks. when the several other colonizers came 
in from New York. Were vou acquainted with the others who came 
in at or about that same time? 
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Mr. TracntTennera. I notice you come to town just before November 
11, election day. You didn’t come during the tornado. 

Mr. CLarpy. Come back and answer the question. 

Mr. Tracurenperc. If you want me to answer the question, wait 
a second, will you. I told you be fore, Congressman, that I will not 
answer any questions on any individuals, any organizations. I will not 
be a part in this—book burning and constitutional burning of our 
rights and liberties. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You are refusing to answer then ? 

Mr. Tracurenperc. I am refusing to answer the question on the 
crounds previously stated. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very well. Mr. 'Tavenner, proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time the press chairman of the 
Flint section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tracutennere. I wi on | like to say that that is a loaded ques 
tion. Have you stopp «L beating your wife? Would you answer that ? 

Mr. Ciarvy. Witness, answer the question. 

Mr. TracutTenrerc. You want me to answer the question. 

(At a point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. ‘LARDY. I don’t want to have to caution the audience again. 
No d icdacnor-aidee either of approval or disapproval. The hour is 
late. Iam quite sure that tempers are getting short, ‘That may excuse 
some of ~~ impertinence of the witnes , but I can’t permit the hear- 
ing room in which the United States C ongress is sitting to become 
dinwedecly the cehies to be conducte di in any way other than orderly. 
Please desist. I don’t want to have to clear the hearing room. 

Mr. Tracnrenrerc. As I answered this question, I would like to 
make a point—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. You answer the question 

Mr. Tracutennerc. Yes, I will make a point of Representative 
Doyle. He was insulted—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, answer the question. 

Mr. Tracurenrerc. Well, all right. I would just like to say that— 
O. K., IT am answering it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, answer it. 

Mr. Tracutensenc. I would like to say that you are violating the 
first amendment when you are asking me to give any identity with 
a group or an assembly or a person and thereby on Doyle was com- 
mitted because I eidabtt him of violating the Constitution of th 
United States and the Bill of Rights. I think he should recognize 
this, that you are violating my beliefs and my privileges here on the 
statements of stool pigeons. 

Mr. Dorie. May I say—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon, Mr. Doyle. Come back to ground again. 
Tet him answer the question. . 

Mr. Tracutennerc. I refuse to answer that question that asks me 
of any ide ntity with per ‘sons, organizations, or—organizations, on the 
privileges stated before. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, do you have any great list of questions 
left? 

Mr. Tavenner. Not a great list, but I do have 1 or 2 I would like 
to ask. 

Mr. Crarpy. Just ask the 1 or 2 because IT think the conduct of the 
witness will make it absolutely necessary for the chairman to make 
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a recommendation to the full committee, and I don’t think it is nec- 
essary to goany further. Ask the next 1 or 2. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has heard testimony that in July 
1950 the Communist Party cells or groups were divided up into smaller 
groups of four for security purposes. I want to ask you whether or 
not if any time after such action was taken you were the literature 
director for the Flint section of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I am surprised, you have not photostats like 
McCarthy uses in his hearings and as you presented to the other mem- 
bers that testified before this committee because—you have this in- 
formation. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness. 

Mr. Tracurensere. A stool pigeon has given you this information. 
I can’t face this stool pigeon. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, will you subside and answer the questions ? 

Mr. TracuTenperGc. And you are accusing me. You know I am not 
going to answer these questions because they are inciting questions. 
You are using it for newspaper stuff, incite workers in the shops 
against me, you refuse to give me a fair hearing, and I refuse to answer 
this question on the grounds stated before and on the fifth amend- 
ment privilege which you are depriving—which Velde stated that he 
was going to attempt to deprive the American people of by taking it 
out of the Constitution. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any more questions, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TAveNNER. Yes. 

Did you engage in the activity of delivering Communist Party liter- 
ature and information in 1952 to groups of the Communist Party that 
had been divided in the manner that I mentioned within the area of 
Flint? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I would just like to say that I can’t answer any 
of these questions, and I think Mr. Doyle better beware because he 
is a Democrat and Clardy is identified with McCarthy; he has identi- 
fied himself, the past 20 years as 20 years of communism, treason, and 
betrayal. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Witness—— 

Mr. Tracntenserc. And I warn you, Mr. Doyle—I refuse—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer the question. 

Mr. TracutTenperc. I refuse to answer the question. I refuse to 
answer the question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, Mr. Doyle. 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Doytr. In view of the man saying he warns me because I am a 
Democrat, when you are through visiting with your counsel a minute, 
I would like to answer your threat, of a sort. What did you mean 

when you said you we * warning me, lama Democrat ? 

Mr. TracuTrenserc. Could I answer that? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes, ] want you to. 

Mr. Tracurenserc. Well, fine. I would like to say that McCarthy 
has come out and made an open statement that the Democratic Party 
for the past 20 years has been a party of communism, betrayal, and 
treason. Clardy over there has made the statement that he is Me- 
Carthy’s kind of a S. O. B. Now I agree with that statement, and I 
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say to you beware because today it is me and tomorrow it may be you 
sitting over here. 

Mr. Dorie. Now just let me say this, please. The President of 
the United States has frankly decl: ared more than once recently that 
he didn’t agree with a certain Senator that you have named. Senator 
Knowland, the Republican leader of the United States Senate has so 
declared, and the Republican leadership in the House of Representa- 
tives has so declared. Now if you were referring to me as a Democrat, 
as being afraid of something as a result of my working on this com- 
mittee diligently and conscientiously, if that is what you have in your 
mind, ms Ly J say to you that as an Americ: an citizen, as long : aslama 
member of this committee, t am going to fight the sort of influenees 
that I find are undermining deliberately my constitutional form of 
government, and the American Communist P arty is—I am not afraid 
of your warning, sil r, © ither he ‘re or any pl we else, and I want you an 1d 
your ilk to understand it. I want you to thoroughly understand it. I 
resent very much your telling me, warning me because [ am a Demo 
erat. Taman American Congressman first and a Democrat second. 

Mr. Tracutrenperc. I see everybody tried, true and condemned, and 
the rest of it. Me and my ilk. You haven’t heard me. You haven't 
even attempted to hear me. 

Mr. Doyie. That language I condemn. 

Mr. 'TracuTeNnBeRG. You know you condemn any language. I con- 
demn this committee which is perpetrating a hoax on the American 
people. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, do you have any further questions ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist P arty / 

(At this point Mr. Trachtenberg conferred with Mr. Probe.) 

Mr. Tracntenserc. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated, that I will not identify any individuals, organiza- 
tions, or the following, and I utilize the fifth amendment privilege 
which is guaranteed to protect the innocent from such inquisition. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party before 
you sought employment at the Buick plant ? 

Mr. ‘TracHTEeNBERG. My record is open— 

Mr. TAavenNER. In 1949? 

Mr. Tracurenserc. I wish Mr. Clardy would make his record open, 
the journal could 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer the question directly. 

Mr. Tracutrennerc. I know. I refuse to answer this question on the 
grounds previously stated, that I will not identify myself with any in- 
dividuals, organizations, and will not be a stoolpigeon and carry on the 
purposes of this committee, and I say to this committee that if I could 
face my accuser as the UAW article said, and Mr. Reuther stated 
which you left out conveniently, if I could face my accuser, if I could 
have due process of law, then I will not utilize the fifth amendment 
and will put the records on the board and see who the American will 
reject and accept. 

Mr. Dorie. May I just make this remark in this connection, Mr. 

Chairman. the gentleman refers to his wish that he might have a chance 
to cross-examine his accuser. May I say to you this: I am one of the 
Members ot C ongress that also wishes the re could | be some practical 
way whereby witnesses named before this committee could have a 
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chance W ithin reason to face th , people who charge them. But SO far 
we haven't been able to work that out. I know of no practical way 
that this committee can function, may j say, where there can be any 
practical right of cross-examination. If I could find any such way, I 
would be for it 100 percent. 

Mr. Tracurenserc. We have the Constitution of the United States 
to guarantet that way agaln tthis1 \juisition, 

Mr. Doyie. Just in closing—but this committee is not finding any- 
one vu Itv oft mnythi cy, 

Mr. Tracutensenc. My wife and me and my children have been 
slandered in the paper, what do you mean, you are not finding me 
cuilty ? 

Mr. Cirarpy. Witness. 

Mr. TRACHTENBERG. The workers il the shop, General Motors goons, 
are instigating stuff against me today, and you are telling me that 
you wish you could protect me. What kind of stuff is this? Iam an 
(merican citizen. I fought for my country, and I represent it. I 

ma citizen here, and you are slandering my name all over the place, 
aepriving me of constitutional 1 ights. 

Mr. Ciarpvy. Am I going to have to call an officer to make you 
subside? | may have to. 

Mr. Tracnrenserc. You may. 

Mr. Crarpy. I am going to dismiss you, but before I dismiss you, 
I am going to promise that you probably are going to get your day 
in court. You are probably going to get the opportunity that you 
crave, because I shall recommend that the Congress of the United 
States call upon the Attorney General to proceed against you fer 
contempt against the Congress of the United States—the boisterous, 
il temperate conduct that has taken place here since you have been on 
the stand. I am afraid that some of these good newspapermen and 
others may find themselves called as witnesses at the proper time te 
demonstrate that the cold record is really only half of the story, so 
your desire to have a day in court may be granted sooner than you 
des re. 

Mr. Tracirrmnperc. I would go gladly to jail to see the American 
people Ww ith your record 

Mr. Ciarpy. Thatisall. Witness dismissed. 

Mr. Tracnrenserc. I would go to jail because my 
was burned ina Hitler prison 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will the officers remove the witness from the room. 

Now, Mr. Tavenner, I think we have gone a little later than usual. 
T want to advise all of the witnesses who were subpenaed for us today, 
those who were subpenaed for tomorrow, to report at 9:30 tomorrow 
morning in this hearing room. Hearing adjourned until that time. 

(Whereupon, at 5:22 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 9:30 
a.m. Friday, May 14, 1954.) 
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